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Setting Up the
Network

A traversal network of local servers

A traversal network of servers (ATNOS) +1

A Traversal Network of Feminist Servers (ATNOFS) +1
+1+1+1

The above three lines are taken from an etherpad,
a page from a collaborative writing software called
Etherpad, showing the collective decision making
process of choosing a name for the project.

The project A Traversal Network of Feminist
Servers (ATNOFS) took place throughout the year
2022 in six different European locations, across
various internet cables and with a small local
server named rosa.

ATNOFS is a collaborative project formed around
intersectional, feminist, ecological servers whose
communities travelled between each other to
share and extend their knowledges through live
gatherings. ATNOFS argues that such platforms
and tools are necessary to navigate our
communications and cultural growth beyond the
current media oligopolies, and democratise
cultural and political expression outside obscure,
bureaucratic algorithms and advertising
monetisation.

After alittle more than a year of many virtual and
physical meetings filled with conversations,
experimentations, collective writing, chit-chat and
shared meals, the project is wrapped up in the
form of this publication.

From the beginning, the goal of ATNOFS has been
to set up along-term collaboration framework
together with a growing network of associations of
people interested in, or already active within, self-
hosting federated practices that follow feminist,
intersectional principles. The project responded to
the need for continuity, interrelation and support
for self-hosted and self-organised computational
infrastructures in The Netherlands, Romania,
Austria, Greece and Belgium. This work is
especially inspired by the tenets of the Feminist
Server Manifesto.

1. Are You Being Served? A Feminist Server Manifesto 0.01. Available at:
https://areyoubeingserved.constantvzw.org/Summit _afterlife.xhtml.
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Each session is documented in one chapter of this
publication, alongside two inserts that traverse
the events. Everyone involved introduced their
own focus, and raised questions regarding the
different aspects of our infrastructures, spaces,
practices and modes of working together from
ecological, intersectional and feminist
perspectives. These perspectives were articulated
across the project through practices of sharing,
learning, staying put, (re)wording, listening and
(mis)understanding. All these practices are
documented in the different chapters of this
publication.

ATNOFS was set to engage with questions of
autonomy, community and sovereignty in relation
to network services, data storage and
computational infrastructures by developing
interrelational connections and making use of
existing small-scale infrastructures, knowledges
and skills. By collectivising practices of
developing, hosting and implementing tools and
methods that reflect their needs, interests and
cultural environment, the different partners in the
network gave and received support within it, and
subsequently shared it further within their
respective community and local cultural network.

This Publication

Each chapter of the publication is put together by
one of the six different groups, mentioned here in
chronological order of the sessions: Varia
(Rotterdam), hypha (Bucharest), LURK
(Rotterdam), esc mkl (Graz), FHM (Athens), and
Constant (Brussels). Alongside the chapters,
there are two inserts by ooooo and Marloes de
Valk, which bring their own focus into the
documentation, namely ecological and
administrative questions in relation to the
infrastructural practices that are present within
the six groups and beyond.

Inspired by Michael Murtaugh's call for “forms of
work that function as soft filters rather than
templates, embrace freeform formats and ways of
working that avoid becoming calcified and
prescriptive, and activate protocols that solidify
and amplify practices in a responsive way while
maintaining locally defined values”?, Varia, as the
first event to launch the ATNOFS series,
suggested using a “soft structure” for the making
of the publication. This meant that a structure

was proposed, but that each organising group
could choose whether to keep it as it is, or alter it
to whatever extent they preferred. The makers of
the chapter were welcome to recalibrate this
structure as they see fit: what to publish, in what
order, in which languages, what titles to give
different sections, etc.

The way of writing this introduction is also
reflective of the iterative approach that is
noticeable throughout the publication. The main
part of this introduction was written collectively
during the last ATNOFS session, facilitated by
Constant in Brussels. On the second day of the
session, we dedicated forty minutes to write
together, on a pad, answers to a collection of
questions that allowed us to reflect on what has
happened and what might come next. The writing
moment was accompanied by a playlist put
together collectively. We have decided to keep
these answers as they were, with minimal editing,
to reflect the polyphony of the project and to show
how this multiplicity compelled us, organisers of
ATNOFS, to let go of constraints for strict
coherence and exhaustiveness and to embrace
versioning and repetition.

At alater moment in time, the editorial team got
together to sift through these answers, give some
context and add a few additional notes along the
way. We removed the initial questions and
rearranged the answers around certain common
themes that kept returning. These contributions
from the session are visually differentiated.

The Project and
What it Allowed

ATNOFS made possible a space to listen and grasp
local urgencies, to which a praxis around
decentralised, open source tools and methodologies
could respond. Exchange happened not only around
tools, tool making practices, and their relationship to
the communities they serve and are served by, but
also around organisational tactics and stories. The
generous exchange of practices and strategies was
crucial, though there are ways of organising and
sustainability structures that cannot function across
all the partners, due to different politico-economic
local contexts; it is important to be realistic about the
discrepancies in the contexts.

2. Murtaugh, Michael. Becoming Sponge: Sustaining Practice Through Protocols of Web Publishing
https://march.international/becoming-sponge-sustaining-practice-through-protocols-of-web-publishing/.
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We practised various sharing modes, hows and
approaches. The hows could be practical or technical,
how do you tunnel with a VPN, how to reach out to
surrounding activist circles, how to obtain resources
(economic or otherwise) to address urgencies and
support necessary work, or how we work together.
This did not always happen in a premeditated know-
how-sharing sense, but also as a spontaneous result
of sharing spaces, times and situations.

The physical meetings were often used to relay to one
another what had happened before and what might
happen next; notes were shared, modes of
documentation were compared and adapted.

It was important to have different ‘generations’ of
projects involved in ATNOFS that are caring for
feminist serverhood from different commitments in
time and space, each with their own relation to
changing technological contexts, and their political,
social and economic impact. Some of these projects
are already existing for many years, some are in the
process of forming themselves. It has been so helpful
and refreshing in both directions, because more
stable groups can both share methods and strategies
that have worked so far to make practices
sustainable, and are also questioned by newly
emerging issues in relation to different contexts.

rosa

rosa is a travelling infrastructure for documentation,
collective note taking, and publishing, and this is also
where it acts as an object of study to think through
what is a feminist server (as a conceptual tool)? And
what forms of feminist principles matter to the
groups?

At the beginning of the ATNOFS project, for the
purposes of the six sessions, the group defined our
travelling server as “a computer connected to the
internet, running a website and file storage”.
However, as the project took shape, this definition
seemed more and more alienating, and the
foregrounding of the practical functions of the
server, originally meant to make the subject more
accessible, hid the multiplicity of conversations
and encounters that rosa facilitated.

rosa became a concept of togetherness in the sense
that it is a hub?®. rosa is constituted by a multiplicity of
processes, soft structures and relations. In one of the
conversations that took place while organising the
overall project, a member of ATNOFS reminded us
that, as caretakers and holders of knowledges, the
people travelling with the servers could themselves

be considered servers. It became a moving repository
of reflections on the norms and rigidities that
computing enacts, which sparked ways to practically
counter them, for example by changing error pages to
include the commands needed to restart services, or
by making interventions in the language of the
command line.*

rosa was a first touch point to server technologies and
working in the command line for some participants.
Everyone who had the desire to go deeper was given
sudo access to rosa, which is not something that
happens easily in other collective server practices due
to different urgencies, sensitivity of information and
different needs towards stability and reliability.

As a space for learning and experimenting, rosa made
us think of the ways we wanted to engage and be
together around a continuously negotiated code of
consensual practices. Perhaps rosa becomes a figure,
creating desires to know more about, or question the
realms of, naming, history, technical wiring, normative
soft/hardware divide, and material-semiotic
phenomena.

Surprisingly, a sort of dialect / language / accent /
mode of speaking and use of language emerged
within rosa. Commands were given new names,
common spaces such as pads were made more
friendly by interventions into their habitual
technosolutionist language. It became a different way
to inhabit the space inside the server together,
through (re)wording.

The way we started referring to rosa (‘plugging in
rosa’, ‘logging into rosa’, ‘using rosa’) made us
rethink the language used in describing them, or
the processes that were enacted through them. In
a sense, it made us question the relations
previously established between users,
administrators, technologies and their contexts.

What Now?

One of the main ways in which we imagined our
collective interactions — travelling to one
another’s spaces — proved to be the most
challenging in terms of budget, schedule,
proximity and infrastructure. Geography played a
part in determining which partners had more
ability for mobility than others, due to their
location and train infrastructure. Reflecting back
on this aspect of ATNOFS, it has become clear
that a two-day session involved, at times, making

3. ‘Hub’ is a term used to describe the configuration of the Varia server, through which rosa’s internet connection passes. More about this

will be introduced in the following section.



difficult choices when it came to the
environmental impact of travel, and often didn’t
allow for enough time spent together.

Some urgencies that the involved organisations share
were not foregrounded in this project. Examples
include experiments with decolonising technologies,
concerns about the (ab)use of natural resources
involved in the production and operation of
computational infrastructures and hardware, and
ecological impacts of modes of operation that are
bound to server practices. From these common
concerns, some seeds have been sown during the
project for possible future collaborations.

The project was funded through the Culture of
Solidarity Fund by the European Cultural
Foundation. This implied that the project’s
geographical realm was constricted to the space of
Europe. As the consortium is aware of the
limitations in terms of these five European
geopolitical space-times along with the
perspectives that they bring, we hope for rosa to be
picked up and taken away to various places that
will reappropriate the pocket server by means of
their own words, questions and urgencies.

Please reach out to us if you are curious to be part
of one of these places by subscribing and writing
to the mailing list that has emerged and grown
through the different iterations of the project:
https://we.lurk.org/mailman3/lists/atnofs we.lurk
-org/.

4. The command line is a text-based interface that allows users to give commands to their device.
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ATNOFS
Infrastructure:
rosa

The following questions were written by Varia
organisers as part of a short, collective exercise while
preparing for the first ATNOFS session. The
exercise is quite simple and goes like this: one person
begins by asking a question, and then anyone else
can respond by following up with another one. What
happens when we can only speak in questions? We
did this exercise together for ten minutes, trying to
better define the scope of our relation to rosa. Below
you can find a trace of some of the questions which
were significant to us at that time. We would like to
thank the participants of ATNOFS who have added
more questions to this list. The full list of questions
is written on a pad on rosa.

I—) Genealogy

The method of formulating questions
based on questions was inspired by a
workshop in the Experimental Publishing
Master course (XPUB) in Rotterdam,
organised by Camilo Garcia A., Floor van
Meeuwen and Kendal Beynon.

What is a feminist server?

What is an intersectional feminist server?

How is rosa a feminist server?

How does rosa operate?

What does operate mean?

Does operate mean work?

Does work mean labour?

Is this work around rosa elitist or niche? Is it
available for all?

Is niche the same as elitist?

Does getting to know rosa involve commitment?
What barriers are there in making that
commitment?

What makes us feel like we can trust each other?
Can we think of rosa in plural?

How is rosa different if it runs on the same
software as other servers (which don't say they're
feminist)?

What is the difference between a feminist server
and a server maintained with feminist principles?
What is the difference between a community
server and a feminist server?

Will rosa have time to rest or go to sleep?

What does it mean to personify rosa?

Why is rosa feminist?

How is rosa intersectional?

How is personifying rosa with a human name
affecting our relationship with it?

Does rosa have pronouns?

Introducing rosa:
a Travelling
Server

rosa’s first hardware: a RPI 4 with 8GB ram, borrowed from a
fellow Varia member.

“Our practical struggle become[s] what it must
be: the realisation of our basic principles in the
process of social life and the embodiment of our
general principles in practical every day action.
And only under these conditions do we fight in

the sole permissible way for what is at any time

"

‘possible’”. - Rosa Luxemburg

“Memories of our lives, of our works and our
deeds will continue in others”. — Rosa Parks

rosa is not only constituted in hardware or
software, but also the multitude of relations that
are created around the making, maintaining and
passing on of this infrastructure: the processes
that are performed, the affective charge of their
actioning, the community around them. The
polymorphous non-binary assemblage that they
are is further iterated in the process of choosing a
name for rosa. The name was picked by artist
Alina Lupu as an homage to Rosa Parks and Rosa
Luxemburg. From the beginning rosa was already
in multiplicity: this publication refers to rosa as
‘they’ as a way to point to “a community of
practice, a complex materiality, and a genealogy of
intersected struggles and conditions of oppression
and privilege”®. The spelling of rosa with a

5. A wishlist for trans *feminist servers..., a 2022 versioning of the Feminist Server Manifesto. Available at: https://etherpad.mur.at/p/tfs.
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lowercase ‘r' is an editorial choice for this
publication, to posit rosa as ‘arosa’ instead of an
absolute Rosa.

A first iteration of rosa emerged from Thursday
evening dinners in the homes of Manetta Berends,
Cristina Cochior, amy pickles, Julia Bande and
Alice Strete, who make up the ‘we’ in this section,
in the North, South, and West of Rotterdam,
between January and March 2022. They surfaced
from a mixture of motivations, including wishes to
learn about system administration and servers in
general, to document server practices and share
knowledges with political and cultural groups, and
to practice feminism in relation to technology by
making tools and digital infrastructure. This
rhythm of cooking for and with each other, sharing
conversation and meals, set the tone for a slow
dive into networking technologies in relation to
methods from different feminisms.

Installing rosa

During the weekly Thursday night dinners, we
found moments of slowing down and installed
rosa together on a borrowed Raspberry Pi®, in the
midst of a global chip shortage. rosa was
connected to home routers, in dusty corners or
behind clothing racks in various rooms. We ate
raspberry pies on the day that we first installed the
operating system and worked collectively from
there using tmux sessions, slowly running
through the installation steps one by one. Due to a
lack of time to dive deeper into open and
sustainable hardware, we installed Debian
instead of Raspbian as a way to leave the
possibility open for someone to transport the
operating system to another hardware.”

You can find some traces from the installation
notes below.

rosa is hosted on a Raspberry Pi 3 B+, which is a 64
bit computer and uses an ARM processor.

Are other groups and feminist servers writing tutorials
about how to install a server?®®

We installed ufw to open port 22.*°

1|$ sudo apt install ufw

3|$ ssh ccl@192.168.178.40
4]$ ssh p_p@192.168.178.40
5/$ ssh strt@192.168.178.40
6% ssh mb@192.168.178.40
7$ ssh ju_ju@192.168.178.40

We renamed the server to rosa

1|$ sudo nano /etc/hosts
2|$ sudo nano /etc/hostname

We edited the welcome messages when logging in on
the servers

1|$ sudo nano /etc/motd
2|$ sudo nano /etc/ssh/sshd_config
3|$ sudo nano /etc/sudoers

We created a new sudo lecture file.

1|$ sudo nano /etc/sudoers

We added the following two lines to the file:

1|Defau1t lecture_file= /etc/sudoers.u
nite
2| Default lecture=always

Then we changed the content of sudoers.unite to
contain the message we preferred.

Resonance Board

As part of the preparations of the Varia session,
the journey of the travelling server and the other
sessions around it, we installed different tools for
situated collaborative work. These were pulled
together into the resonance board, which operates
as the main welcome page of rosa.

6. A Raspberry Piis a small single-board computer.

7. At the the time of making this publication, Mara Karagianni, Wendy Van Wynsberghe and Michael Murtaugh are working on making
more precise documentation of setting up another rosa on different hardware.

8. Run Your Own wiki. Available at: https://things.bleu255.com/runyourown/Main _Pagde.

9. Homebrew Server Club, Fundamentals series. Available at: https://homebrewserver.club/category/fundamentals.html.

10. For learning how to open port 22, see https://linuxconfig.org/how-to-use-ufw-on-debian-10-buster-linux.

11. For learning how to edit the sudo lecture file, see https://www.digitalocean.com/community/tutorials/how-to-edit-the-sudoers-file.
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The resonance board is a shared space which
gathers and folds pads, messages and files hosted
onrosa. On the resonance board you can start a
new pad, use octomode, use the shared file system,
traverse the list of pads already created, read
messages on the folding board, and browse the
files that have been uploaded to the chapters
folder.

A screenshot of the resonance board on rosa.

I-) Genealogy

The resonance board is based on
Etherpump*?, a friendly fork of
Etherdump®, a command line tool written
by Michael Murtaugh for Constant that
indexes etherpads and transforms them to
different formats. This fork is made out of
curiosities for the tool, a wish to study it
and shared sparks of enthusiasm to use it
in different situations within Varia.

Hub

Asrosais atravelling server, we thought about
ways to connect them to the internet from
different locations, while avoiding the need for
every group to connect rosa to their router, find the
logins, and configure them in such a way that rosa
could function. We felt that it was important that
we would not have to spend too much time on
technical configurations, to make sure that we
could focus on activities that surround the server.

To do this, Roel Roscam Abbing installed a hub
network in the Varia server, through which rosa
could connect to the internet. Once the hub is
working, rosa only needs to be plugged in with an
ethernet cable and is ready to go.

Mapping the networked situation of rosa.

The hub is a VPN, a virtual private network, where
as many servers can be added as preferred. The
network is hidden, it only exists between the
servers that are added to it, but it works with
public entry points. At the moment, this hub only
has one entry point: the Varia server. The hub runs
on a subdomain on the Varia server, which
reroutes all the incoming and outgoing traffic to
the servers that are part of the hub. So if a request
is made to rosa, it first connects to the Varia
server, which forwards the request internally,
meaning inside the hidden network of the hub.

I—) Genealogy
Aymeric Mansoux developed the idea of
the hub in the context of XPUB in 2019,
enabling networked experiments and
server related work to be done within the
institution.™

Continuing
Traversally

All participants of the six ATNOFS sessions used,
modified, adapted and changed rosa, keeping in
mind that modifications should support the group
as a whole. It was sometimes difficult to fully
grasp what that meant exactly, but rosa is part of
the ATNOFS project and the communities
extending from it, and as such is a server in flux.

During the Varia session a group discussion
started around a number of questions: how to pass
on rosa, ways to continue working with rosa, and
how different hopes, fears and wishes can be
expressed as the server travels and is transformed
by the different groups and communities they
encounter. Below are highlights from the

12. Etherpump https://git.vvvvvvaria.org/varia/etherpump.

13. Etherdump https://gitlab.constantvzw.org/aa/etherdump.

14. XPUB's hub https://hub.xpub.nl/.
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discussion, that happened between different
partners within ATNOFS and participants of the
Varia session.

What happens to rosa when travelling?
What are the agreements / things that change?

rosa as a person — naming, making “a person”
> a decision already taken, but which can change >
life and death — it has a deadline, not eternal

Ephemerality

Maintenance and caretaking — not an urgency, as no
one is actually relying on rosa, so it works more as a
playground

Historical context — Rosa Luxemburg, Rosa Parks,
multiple rosas, herstory of resistance

Changing names according to each session

rosa as plural, multitude of processes: an actuality
and something not there, not yet arrived

Beyond the stages of life and death — less linear,
utopia that is always there

Travelling server / changes location
legislation on server: jurisdiction of the physical
machine: what is legal / illegal about it

localisation of the internet / legal frameworks — VPN

through Varia / Rotterdam

what is the history of Rosa — what is THIS rosa
resisting to?

collective travel log, back-ups — also functioning

within the other documents and approaches: consent,

glossary [lexicon]
the political gesture of allowing / accessing these
questions

rosa travels: OPTIONS / WISHES / FEARS

¢ OPTIONS: collective log, back-ups, speculating

backwards, keep the changes, multiple rosas, rosa

as technical method

e« WISHES: for rosa to travel, to let go of rosa, share
experiences of creating rosa, different media as

storytelling, the snapshotting shall travel, that there

is change, find good stories to tell, if one session
runs into problems that there is support

e FEARS: that it stays in one single context, liquid
(needs a watertight jacket), uncertainties about

hardware, lack of accessibility, letting go, runnning

out of time, upgrades

L) Continuations

¢ A fashionable jacket was collectively
made during the weekend to protect
rosa while travelling, and hold notes and
other items in its pockets. rosa still
needs a waterproof jacket for the
change in seasons.

e At the end of the conversation above,
we made a video together that
introduces the questions and topics
discussed.*®

e Suggestions on ways of thinking about
anti-colonial methods for
studying/researching with groups from
the CLEAR Lab X Max Liboiron.*s

e In Bucharest, rosa was on holiday
because of the Easter break; hypha
organisers did not have a chance to
access rosa physically and the SIM
installed in the 4G LTE router ran out of
“internet”.

e rosa was connected to a speaker during
the esc mkl session, and a performance
ensued, bringing together machinic and
human voices.

e rosa was brought to the Art Meets
Radical Openness 2022 festival, where a
conversation about Hosting with the
Others took place.

15. You can find it here: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/varia/26-and-27-March-at-Varia/rosa-video-1.mp4.

16. You can find it here: https://civiclaboratory.nl/methodological-projects/protocols-for-guests/.
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Glossary of
Terms and
Abbreviations

Used in This
Publication

404 isan error code that means ‘resource not
found, the server cannot find what your web
request is asking for.

50x is a series of error codes for internal
problems in the server, when it cannot do what you
have asked it to do.

alias isacommand that allows you to replace
the words that activate commands with other
words (see command line).

ALSA stands for the Advanced Linux Sound
Architecture, a software that provides audio and
MIDI functionality to the Linux operating system.

Bash stands for Bourne Again SHell, it is a shell
(see shell).

BBB stands for Big Blue Button, an open source
video conferencing software.

CoC stands for Code of Conduct.

Command line isatext-based interface that
allows users to give commands to their device.

CPU stands for the Central Processing Unit, it is
the hardware of your computer that performs
processing and stores your data.

Cron job isacommand line utility thatactsasa
job scheduler.

CSS stands for Cascading Style Sheets. Itis a
style sheet language which is used to describe the
look and formatting of a document written in
markup language.

Debugging is the act of removing ‘bugs’ from
your code. A bug in this case being an error.

Debian isa flavour of the Linux operating system
(see OS).

eSpeak is afree and open source, software
speech synthesiser.

11

/ETC stands for the Eclectic Tech Carnival, itisa
gathering of feminists who critically explore and
develop everyday skills and information
technologies in the context of free software and
open hardware.

Ethernet cables connect devices such as
computers, routers, and switches within a local
area network (see LAN).

Etherpad/Etherpad-1lite arevery popular
terms in this publication. It is an open source,
web-based collaborative real-time text editor.

Etherpump isatool thatindexes etherpads and
transforms them to different formats.

Fediverse is anensemble of federated
(interconnected) servers that are used for web
publishing (social networking, microblogging,
blogging, or websites) and file hosting.

FLINTAx stands for Frauen, Lesben,
intergeschlechtliche, nichtbinére, trans and
agender.

FLOSS stands for Free, Libre, and Open Source
Software.

FSM stands for the Feminist Server Manifesto.

GAFAM stands for Google, Apple, Facebook,
Amazon and Microsoft.

GPU stands for Graphics Processing Unit, itis a
hardware subsystem in your computer dedicated
to processing graphics.

GUI stands for graphical user interface. It is the
interface that uses graphical representation like
buttons and icons for communication.

hOCR is an open standard of data representation
for formatted text obtained from Optical Character
Recognition (OCR).

Hometown is a modified version of Mastodon
(see Mastodon).

HTML stands for HyperText Markup Language,
used for web page creation.

Hub is a networking device that connects multiple
computers or other network devices. It broadcasts
all network data across each connection.

ICT stands for Information and Communication
Technologies.

Instance cansimply be a term for an occurence
of anything. In this publication is it usually
referring to a Mastodon instance, it could be any
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node within the Fediverse (see Fediverse) and
could refer to the hardware, software and / or
community involved in the node.

IP address stands for Internet Protocol
address. This is the address of any machine on a
network, big or small.

ISP stands for Internet Service Provider.

Jitsi isafree and open source video
conferencing software.

Key when talking about servers, means the same
thing as a key to your house. It is a cryptographic
string of alphanumeric characters, that unlock
encrypted things.

LAN stands for a Local Area Network.

Lecture file isamessage youreceive the first
time you request root access (see root) as a non-
root user.

LGBTQIA+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual and more.

Linux isafree and open source family of
operating systems (see OS).

Log isarecord of everything that happens on a
machine, with or without user interaction.

Man pages are manuals for most commands in
Linux. You could write 'man cp in your command
line and it would give you the manual for this
command.

Mastodon isan open source and decentralised
social network.

Markdown is a simple syntax that formats text
as headers, lists, bold and more.

Markup asalanguage refers to a text-encoding
system consisting of a set of symbols inserted in a
text document to control its structure, formatting,
or the relationship between its parts.

MIDI stands for Musical Instrument Digital
Interface. It is a technical standard that describes
a communications protocol and digital interface.

nano isacommand line based text editor (see
Command line).

octomode is an etherpad publishing
environment made by Varia. It is a collective
editing space for PDF making.

0S stands for Operating System. It is the
software interface between you and your machine.
It is where you spend a lot of time!

Peertube isafree and open source tool for
sharing online videos, using peer-to-peer
technology to reduce load on individual servers
when viewing videos.

Python isaprogramming language.

px aux isacommand you can runonyour server
to see the running processes of all users.

Raspberry Pi isthebrand name of a small
single-board computer.

RSA key apublic key cryptography system used
to secure data transmitted over the internet.

root Root (user) is the most privileged user on a
Unix system (see Unix) meaning that user has
access to everything. Root (file system) is the
lowest part of the tree that you can go in your file
system. Root (access) is to give a user temporary
or permanent access that mimics that of the root
user account.

Shell is atext-based environment in which you
can run commands, programs and shell scripts,
often referred to as the Command line (see
Command line).

ssh stands for Secure Shell, it is a command that
gives you access to another computer from the
command line.

Subdomain isa prefix added to a domain name to
separate a section of a website.

sudo isacommand for a Unix machine that
allows a user to run commands with root user
privileges temporarily (see Root).

Sysadmin isanabbreviation for System
Administrator, someone who takes care of a
server.

Terminal isaterm used to refer to the command
line.

Tesseract isanopen source optical character
recognition (OCR) engine for various operating
systems.

tmux isthe name of an application that lets you
write collaboratively in the command line of a
single machine.

ToS stands for Terms of Service.



INTRODUCTION / GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS PUBLICATION

TransH@ckFeminist convergences or meetings
are gatherings of people experimenting in the
realms of feminist hacking practices.

Tunnel in networking, tunnels are a method for
transporting data across a network using
protocols that are not supported by that network.

Unix isagroup of multi-user, multitasking
operating systems (OS).

URL stands for Uniform Resource Locator, a web
address.

VPN stands for Virtual Private Network.

wall isacommand to send a message to all
logged in users on a single machine over the
terminal.

WeeChat isa free and open source Internet Relay
Chatclient.

XMPP stands for Extensible Messaging and
Presence Protocol. In simpler terms, XMPP is a
decentralised instant messaging standard akin to
email.
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VARIA / INTRODUCTION

Introduction

[How to Read]

One person reads a word / sentence / paragraph /
none.

When you are ready please pass this script onto
the person next to you.

They can continue reading from where you
paused.

Collective Script to begin ATNOFS

Hello everyone, welcome to this weekend. We are
here, all together finally at Varia. We are very
happy to have you present in this space.

This weekend, together with the radio broadcast
on Wednesday, is the starting point of a bigger and
expanded project called “A Traversal Network of
Feminist Servers.”

Or ATNOFS in short.

To say a few words about the space hosting us
today, Varia is a member-based cultural
organisation in Rotterdam, which brings a group
of twenty people together who work as artists,
designers, programmers, writers and educators.

[BREATHE]

Varia is a collective space in Rotterdam focused on
everyday technologies. We believe technology
shouldn’t be the exclusive domain of specialists. It
affects everyone and should enable, rather than
preclude, diverse ways of living.

Focusing on everyday technology means
questioning the hierarchies in place within
technical objects and therefore the valorisation of
skills needed to design or use these objects. This
means reconsidering the hegemony of high tech:
cheap, artisanal solutions are our method of
choice.

Everyday technology means that a sewing
machine is no less important than a laptop, that a
tailor's work is by no means less meaningful than
that of a computer scientist.

Everyday technology means keeping in mind
multiple and entangled perspectives, needs, and
aspirations when it comes to the understanding
and framing of a technical object.
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The shared efforts of Varia these days extend
towards, amongst other things, a collective
infrastructure using and providing digital, print
and electronic facilities, resource sharing
initiatives, this collective project around feminist
servers, and a public programme focused on
dialogical learning.

[BREATHE]

This is the first session of ATNOFS. We will focus
on tools and methods to make space for
understanding what feminist publishing
infrastructures could be. During the weekend we
will be experimenting with publishing
infrastructures. The tools and methods that will
emerge can later be used for further knowledge
sharing as the project moves location and the
program evolves.

There will be a publication at the end of the year,
documenting all of the different ATNOFS
sessions.

During this weekend we propose to make a
collective chapter of this publication, and gather,
record or generate materials for it.

During these two days we will all be documenting,
writing, collecting traces, editing our work
together into something legible, or not, into a form
that can be published eventually at the end of the
year.

[BREATHE]

We have been preparing for this weekend in the
last months. A big part of that has been setting up
a server called rosa.

We hope y'all enjoy your time. amy, Alice, Cristina,
Julia and Manetta will be around as facilitators.

[BREATHE]
[The end, thank you for reading with us]

The script above was read out at the beginning of a
two-day program that happened on the 26th and
27th of March 2022 in Varia. These two short days,
together with a radio show a few days before, became
the kick-off to A Traversal Network of Feminist
Servers.

I—) Genealogies
Within Varia, the desire to articulate
feminist practices of care within modes of
organisation that are social, political and
technological, already manifested in a
number of previous projects: FHM, Digital
Solidarity Networks etherpad listing and
events, Minimal Viable Computing
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research thread, Homebrew Server Club
self-organised meetings, and the self-
organised summer school Relearn.
Conversations around setting up a
feminist server as a pedagogical tool to
learn together with people from local
initiatives, and then possibly as service
that can be shared with other political and
cultural initiatives further afield, had
floated around Varia since March 2020,
when we received a financial donation
from Alina Lupu and her collaborators.
ATNOFS provided another spark for this
work to happen with collectives from
different localities.
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Gathering
Traversally

Program

Saturday, March 26th

9:30

Breakfast

10:00

Introduction

- General Intro to Varia and session
- Infrastructure /rosa

- Round of introductions

- Activities for the day

- Starting with buddy time

11:30

Buddy time
pair with your buddy to say hi, read CoC
and check-in

12:00

Activities

Languages within Languages (in Varia),
Resonant Publishing (in Varia), Consent
Concerns (in RIB!)

13:00

LUNCH

14:00

Freeflow

- activity time: circulate to another activity
to see what is it about, if you like! Or
continue on the activity you began, shift it,
change it

-editorial tasks: structures, introduction
writing, colophon editing, translations, lay
out tweaking, ...

- gathering materials: record a
conversation, a story, collect traces,
annotate transcription of the radio
broadcast, ...

16:30

Buddy time
check in with your buddy

17:00

Sharing moment

-3min:1to1l

- 5min: 4 people

-10 min: 8 people

-20 min: all together

- total: 38 min + 10 mins explanation and
moving around +10 mins closing

18:00

Drinks & conversation

19

Sunday, March 27th
Breakfast w/ buddy (and others)
Listening workshop w/ Gabi Dao

10:30
11:00
12:30

Short intro for the day

*- schedule for Sunday

- space for proposals / if we have an
activity to propose, sharing what people
will be working on

LUNCH

Activities continue in freeflow, w/coffee
-and /or people continue with what they
already started

-and /or gather materials for
documentation, how can your work be
shared?

-and /or make a soft case for rosa

-and /orlooking at the soft structure of the
publication

Buddy time

Walk around and sezatoare

(inspired by traditional Romanian evening
gatherings in which people chat, tell
stories, work on small tasks while being
together, literal translation, “sit-downer”)

13:00
14:00

17:00
17:15

18:00 Miss you already!

Time for drinks if you like

Facilitation Methods
Hosting

At the beginning of the session we shared
breakfast, coffee, tea, cigarettes and sunshine (for
which we were very grateful for). Once we were all
present in the space we began by sharing
information with participants: our schedule for
the day, what and when to eat, where is the toilet,
access considerations and our other host venue
Rib, a space for art on the same street as Varia.
Then we shared details of the project through a
scripted introduction that we passed around the
room. We asked everyone to read one line before
passing it onto the person next to them. Instead of
personal introductions in the whole group, we
asked people to introduce themselves in pairs or
trios. The task was to find out the name,
pronouns, and something to introduce your
partner to the rest of the group. In the end the final
part didn't happen as people enjoyed their small
conversations much more than we anticipated.
People appreciated the lack of formality and we did
too, but it did mean that some people in the space
did not know anything about some, or most, of the
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other participants. This balance between formal
and informal is something we'd like to think more
about.

Another aspect of facilitation to develop is the
quantity of information we wanted to impart.
There was so much to share and we struggled to
cut down the information. We wanted to share the
Code of Conduct for Varia's physical and online
spaces, and settled on asking people to read this in
pairs. The pairing of partners was made through
the buddy system.

Buddy System

The buddy system was shared with us by the
artist, designer and activist Chloé Janssens, who
knows it from the website Training For Change
and the author George Lakey. At the beginning of
the first session we paired all participants as
buddies. Buddies listened to each other at the
start and end of the day as an intimate check-in
moment and a way to get to know one person
better.

More information about why and how to use the
Buddy System is on the Training for Change
website.

Consenting to Photography

We wanted to introduce a more granular system
through which people could express particular
wishes of how they would like to be photographed,
ifat all. For this, we made a Photography Wishes
paper, an open-ended, informal-yet-formalised
system, that used stickers to make one’s own
legend. Participants started to make their own
sticker patterns, and stuck them on their clothing
and on the Photography Wishes paper with a
short description of their preferences. Slowly more
and more sticker patterns emerged throughout the
session. Participants could add their own
patterns, or follow the preferences of someone
else. However, the more complex and multiplied
the patterns became, the more difficult it was to
keep track of them, and taking photographs
became quite a complex matter.

Photography Wishes paper, with sticker patterns and written
preferences, including: “no solo please, ok with group photo”, “NO
PHOTO (PARANOID TYPE)”, “NO FACIAL: ‘FRONTEND [False]’
‘BACKEND [True]”

Photography Wishes paper, zoomed in on “NO FACIAL:
‘FRONTEND [False]’ ‘BACKEND [True]’”

Pace

We shared breakfast and lunch as a collective
every day, and there was beer, wine, juice, or other
drinks, available at the end of the day. We
intended to facilitate a conversation at the end of
each day to share individual reflections on what
had happened, questions and proposals for further
activity. As our tiredness increased and time
decreased, this moment became more loose.

1. Buddy System available at: https://www.trainingforchange.org/training_tools/buddy-system/.
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Sudden appearance of dinner, bought at the Chinese restaurant
around the corner on Boergoensevliet.

Overall, the structure of our session was very
tight. While the intention was to help newcomers
ease into this new context, it left some desiring for
more unplanned moments of togetherness.
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Scripts

For our session we prepared three different scripts
as a way to share proposals for organised group
activities. We focused our attention on questions
we had ourselves when working on rosa, around
interaction and interpersonal relations in the
server space, and pedagogical exercises to
introduce the tools we wanted to use and share.

#1 SMP Debian 5.10.103-1 (20822°8:
9 2022 from 16.5.1,1

r key '/home/oocoo/.ssh/id rsa’:
Enter passph for key '/home/oooco/.ssh/id rsa

Schroger's cat is a thought ex il
SEioRs cat periment that illustrates a pa
s a result of its fate being linked to a random subatomic gv

-.although we can not really even invoke the cat due to the:

5.10.0-12-arm64 #1 SMP Debian

s = 5.10.183-1 (2022-63
in: Sun Mar 27 :49:3 o
osa:-$ | 16:49:35 2022 from 192.168.1.104

Picture of the oracle welcome message appearing when you SSH
into rosa, added by a participant during the Languages within
Languages session.
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Languages within
Languages

“What meaning meant was meaningless. There
were so many languages inside each language,
such different meanings for each word, that the
dialogical break was inevitable.”

Alexis Pauline Gumbs, M Archive - shared with Varia by
Jara Rocha

“Don’t get hung up about names.”
Linus Torvalds in a passive aggressive email exchange?.

Through this script, we invite you to take a few
moments to alter the language used within
programming environments and to situate it within
the present group. We will be customising system
messages, renaming commands, and changing files.

A possible rhythm to follow:

15 min - Potential alternative route

If you have never used a terminal before, we
recommend spending some time to get more
comfortable with it. The Map Is The Territory game,
developed by Solarpunk.cool is a short introduction to
the commands you will need.?

There are also cheatsheets®, or other games to try
out.®

25 min - The login oracle (a score within a script)
To log into rosa, there are two ways, a simple one and
a more complex one. The simple one gives you access
to the rosa server while you are on the same network
(so only when you are in Varia or in the next physical
location of rosa), and the more complex one gives you
access on any network you find yourself on.

The simple version:
What is SSH

XPUB 2020 Remote login is a lot like astral projection

SSH is a command that gives you access to another
computer from the terminal.

Open your terminal and run:

$ ssh friend@192.168.1.71 [n.b.‘$’ is placed in
front of a command that can be run on the terminal,
and is not part of the actual command, copy & paste
only what comes after]

Ask the key holders at the table for the password.

The more complex version:

You will first need to generate an RSA key.

An RSA is a public key cryptography system used to
secure data transmitted over the internet. To do this,
run:

1|$ ssh-keygen (only if you don't hava
an rsa key already, or if you want t
o make a new rsa key)

2|$ cd ~/.ssh/

3|$ cat ~/.ssh/id_rsa.pub

Copy what you see on the screen and ask one of the
key holders at the table to add your public RSA key to
the Varia server.

Edit the following file ~/.ssh/config to include:

2. See the exchange here: https://yarchive.net/comp/linux/everything_is file.html.

3. The Map Is The Territory. Available at: https://solarpunk.cool/zines/map-is-the-territory/.

4. For example: https://linuxconfig.org/linux-commands-cheat-sheet.

5. Such as Bandit, see: https://overthewire.org/wargames/bandit/bandit0.html.
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1 | host varia_hub

2| Hostname vvvvvvaria.org
3| User jump

4| Port 12345

5| ForwardAgent yes

6| IdentityFile ~/.ssh/id_rsa
7|

8|host rosa

9] Hostname 10.5.1.2

10| User friend

11| Port 22

12| ForwardAgent yes

13| ProxyJump varia_hub

N.B. that the key path/name should be made specific
to your own situation

With the above config you can now run the following
command:
$ ssh rosa

For this section, we take inspiration from Alexis
Pauline Gumbs, who in a lecture called ‘Future of
Praxis | Meridians: feminism, race, transnationalism’,
says:

"Sylvia Wynter says what we need is a socio-
poetics, poetics for the society, we need poetics
of a possible relation. The situation we have, she
explains, is one of separation. The dominant
story and the languages in which we reproduce it
say that we are not related. Our relationships
with people and environment are mediated by
capital and violence. Sylvia Wynter says we need
a poetic practice that finds a way to centre our
relationships, to displace the unnatural violence
that the whole definition of what it is to be
human and racist, hetero, patriarchal, colonial,
capitalist...

She says, Can we describe it?

That attempt should be our work, the point of all
our art, the great creative act.

There has not been a day since where I have not
mentioned Sylvia Wynter, and now I have this
book where on every page, I cite a moment of
Sylvia Wynter making a version of this argument
in different contexts and in different ways. She is
still making that argument right now, insisting
that in this moment, when we can actually
communicate as a species, all of us in real time,
we are better poised than ever, to reject the false
universalism that was used to justify colonialism
and slavery. That continues to destroy our life
chances on this planet.

This for me is also the question of meridians
connecting points through lines, boundaries,
transnationalism, feminism, race. The work of
finding and redefining our relation across all of
this, the nuanced poetic activity of reclaiming
relation as praxis.

Sylvia Wynter says the ceremony must be found
to create what she calls a we that needs no
other. And so I'm offering an Oracle.

It requires our relationship and your
participation.”

The following actions are borrowed from the same
lecture by Alexis Pauline Gumbs, they are edited from
a transcript.

This Oracle requires your relation.

Think of, and activate, a resonant relationship in
your own life, maybe part of the reason that
you’re here, but not a person who’s actually here
in the room, because that’s what is poetic about
it. The borders of this university, the limits of
capitalist access, even the boundary between life
and death cannot eradicate your relations. So
we’re going to dedicate this space to and for and
with our relations.

Did you find them? Okay.

Write down the name and a little bit about why
and who you dedicated to.

Take about four minutes to do that right now.

Now, think of a question that is at stake for you.
In this time in your life.

It may have to do with why you prioritise being at
this school. It may be related to the person that
you dedicated to, or something else that is
urgently on your heart.

Push away the fear of asking questions we don’t
already know the answer to. This is not that not
to say that that doesn’t do anything, just this is
not that.

Draw on your relation for the power to be poetic
in this moment.

When you have your question, think of a number
between one and forty nine.

It could be just the number that comes to you. It
could be a number related to your question.
Find your number in the book.

Photograph the words.

Write a reflection on how this relates to your
person, your question, and how you can engage
with writing.

The way this socio-poetic Oracle works is that
there are forty nice different passages in Dub:
Finding Ceremony, that specifically refer to
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moments of emphasis in Sylvia Wynter’s essays,
they are ethno or socio-poetics that I referred to,
and those are the forty nine.

We will adapt the score of Alexis Pauline Gumbs for
accessing the rosa server. When logging in with a
monitor connected to rosa, you will see a message
prompt. You can change this by editing the file
/etc/issue using nano, a text editor. You will need to
use sudo for this. Sudo enables users to run programs
with the security privileges of another user, by default
the superuser.

$ sudo nano /etc/issue

Right now, the text you see before logging in is:

“Now, think of a question that is at stake for you.
In this time in your life. It may be related to the
person that you dedicated to, or something else
that is urgently on your heart.”

We invite you to follow this prompt before logging in
via SSH. You don’t need to say the question to
anyone, or write it down anywhere, it’s only for
yourself.

When logging in, you will see a randomly selected
Message Of The Day (MOTD). At the moment, these
are excerpts from the book by Gumbs.

We invite you to look in the physical space of Varia,
the library, the reference book area, the zines, or your
own references to add to the oracle.

To do this, add text files in /home/friend/oracle:

1|$ sudo touch /home/friend/oracle/tex
t-name.txt

2|$ sudo nano /home/friend/oracle/text
-name. txt

25 min - Liaising through aliases
Definition of ‘alias’ from Merriam-Webster:

(Entry 1 of 2)\
otherwise called : otherwise known as
—used to indicate an additional name that a
person (such as an artist ertmirat) sometimes
uses
(Entry 2 of 2)
an assumed or additional name that a person
(such as a buddy eriminat) sometimes uses

In computing, an alias is a command which allows
you to replace the words that activate commands
with other words. It is mainly used for abbreviating a
system command, or for adding default arguments to
a regularly used command. They are are only visible

for one user, which is why for this part of the script,
we will all log in as the user friend. Aliases can be
found on rosa in the .bash_aliases file of the friend
user. Making aliases can be a way to change the
vocabulary of the server, to adapt it to local
vernaculars, and to embed other kinds of metaphors
in the meaning making process.

To create an alias, add it to the file ~/.bash_aliases
while being logged in as friend.

To start a tmux session to collaboratively write in a
terminal, the line below was added to
~/.bash_aliases:

alias together=‘tmux new -s’

Now one can run the following in the terminal:
$ together name_of_session
to start a new tmux session.

To join an existing tmux session, the line below was
added to ~/.bash_aliases:
alias join="tmux attach -t’

Now one can run:
$ join name_of_session
to join the tmux session opened by someone else.

Another example of an alias added to
~/.bash_aliases:
alias sound="“pavucontrol”

To make the latest aliases usable, a command needs
to be run after every change in the .bash_aliases file.
We will create the following alias for it:

alias begin=*‘source ~/.bash_aliases’

Then we can run in the terminal:
$ begin

Multiple aliases can exist for the same command.
What happens when you give an alias that exists for
another command?

Other possible steps
Apart from aliases, there are other things we can
change:

e the lecture file, which contains the message
displayed whenever someone uses sudo. To
change this run:
$ sudo nano /etc/sudoers.unite

e acron job that sends out a message to everyone’s
terminal who is logged into the server at regular
time intervals. For example, you could send a
message to everyone’s terminals every hour. For
this you would first write your message in a file. We
wrote one in /home/friend/broadcast.txt that you
can edit as you see fit. To make it run, we’ve added
this line tothe crontab @ * * * x cat
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/home/friend/broadcast.txt | wall using
this command:

$ crontab -e

The command being run every hour is called
“wall”. You can use this command to send a
message to everyone logged into the terminal:

$ wall "hello atnofs"

References
Networking zine by Julia Evans®
A server is hard to define by Julia Evans?

6. Available at: https://jvns.ca/networking-zine-coloured.pdf.

7. Available at: https://jvns.ca/blog/2019/12/26/whats-a-server/.
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Reflections

The Languages within Languages script was not
only a means of adapting the language of the
server to a new context, but also to introduce
participants to the terminal and how to access
rosa. Although the script tried to maintain
accessibility for participants of different degrees
of familiarity with the terminal, making an
account on rosa took considerable time for those
who were using it for the first time and delayed the
moment of experimentation.

This script developed and continued into the esc
mkl session of ATNOFS in Graz, where we looked
together into other ways of customisation and
adaptation of the default language of systems. In
particular, some participants looked at the default
messages and prompts of Etherpad and made
changes where they felt it was necessary. These
changes can still be seen when accessing the
etherpads onrosa.

During this session, questions were asked around
the possibility of using two aliases for the same
command, the negotiations around the wall
message that was scheduled to appear regularly,
the possibility of collective sudo and collective
responsibility, and the implications of the lecture
file. A new pad® emerged where participants
started experimenting with different aliases,
questioning the default bash commands and other
language conventions that are commonly used
within computers and servers.

The material below is composed of different
fragments from this pad.

languageswithoutwalls

An attempt to write up what would be different ways
to talk to type with or against bash / terminal
commands

Some commands have violent connotations (kill,
bash)

some commands propose hierarchies are they
necessary? (sudo ....)

windows chooses to make their own island and not be
interoperable with unix commands, is there an
inclusion problem?

why is a cheatsheet called a cheatsheet?
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Bash as a term is not very social

different methods to expanding the narrative:

we could think of ‘nar’ pages next to manual:
narrative pages in which the narration around a
command is spelled on.

Or a ‘gen’ page: geneology of naming? where the word
comes from

different meanings of the word

typing ‘man’ gives:

What manual page do you want?

Eliza psychotherapist version:

Are you sure you want a manual page?

man man :

are there more questions embedded in a manual
page? we can add to that / change it

suggestive layer, not changing implying that we know
better, but rather giving more context

‘touch’;

“did you ask consent before touching?”

colour as a sign that a command is an alias or an
original command to avoid too much confusion

bash

Thompson shell
bourne shell
bourne again shell
why shell?

cat

‘cat’ in some distros is called ‘dog’

cat comes from catenation, chaining to come together
if dog is now a verb, dogination

sudo

sudo ‘root’

‘superuser’ regular user versus superpowers
the process to access this superpowers includes
receiving the ‘lecture’ (great powers great
responsibilities, etc.)

rm: remove .. where to ? (different than “delete”)
information stays written on the disk, but nothing in
the system knows anymore that there was a file: you
erase the map but the house is still there

remove visibility / from the map

mv: move and rename a file in one go

unlike in the GUI, moving and renaming are the same
thing, which reorganises the understanding of what is
a ‘path’..

man: help manual

too many layers: the immediate masculine meaning of
man, the mansplaining tone which these manuals too
often have

8. The full languageswithoutwalls pad is available at: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/pad/p/languageswithoutwalls.



https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/pad/p/languageswithoutwalls
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true: do nothing, successfully
the production of truth is not nothing, but rather quite
active ;)

touch

evidence, when did you touch this last time

touch time

used to see if you have access to a file, permission
boundaries, asking

already crossing a boundary touch first, consent
later?

for example:
alias touch = “echo ‘would be nice to ask before
touch’; touch”

proposed terms to replace with aliases
starting from a list of existing bash commands, such
as here: https://ss64.com/bash/

Kill - a process by specifying its PID
possible alias: end

History: Command History

possible alias: herstory / theystory / *story
killall - Kill processes by name

possible alias: endall

Man: Help manual
possible alias: human / mean

.bash_aliases documentation

New commands:

YES = echo NO

leavehome = cd

showme = Is -lha

together = tmux new -s

begin = source ~/.bash_aliases

join = tmux attach -t

color = changes your terminal prompt to ‘this is rosa’
visit = finger

wall = this again? stop it, you read that one yourself

on the technical negotiation of multiuser messaging?
wall as in “write to all”

wall without consent

there is an opt-out

to all but not to me
https:/linux.die.net/man/1/mesg

the code for the command wall:
https://github.com/util-linux/util-
linux/blob/master/term-utils/wall.c

there is a strange comment on the line 449 of the
code for wall: bs->data[bs->used] = '\0'; /%
be paranoid %/

wall as one of the ‘easiest’ ways to sense others
sharing a time-space on the server..
s0 nice to keep the excitement of sharing a server

but you are forced in a sense to give attention.. not
consent based, it is an opt out feature.. (you can stop
it by the command mesg)

quickly negotiation happens.. whether asking others
(‘can you please stop it’) or aliasing out the command
figuring out dirty ways to get out of the annoyance of
interruptions >> messing with a command with
aliasing it to sth else

and then you learn there is a quick way out of that
way >> just put your wall command in quotes or run
Jusr/bin/wall

how to change for an:
opt-in wall!

lecture file: We trust you have received the usual
lecture from the local System Administrator. It usually
boils down to these three things:

#1) Respect the privacy of others.
#2) Think before you type.
#3) With great power comes great responsibility.

response-ability file? lecture file added for wall?
maybe?

response you get when you don’t have sudo
privileges, but you added sudo in front of a command:
‘This user is not in the sudoers file. This incident will
be reported.

temporary reminder of who is in the sudo list
redistribution of power

not having sudo can also be nice

the one who had sudo powers the longest needs to be
kicked out and needs to be readded / reelected
collective sudo

certain commands can only be written by several
sudo accounts

when someone uses sudo everyone gets a notification
and has to confirm

command w gives you the list of the users that are
looked in

it tells you also what they are doing (using bash or
nano + file name for example)

sudo on rotation [randomly]

having selective sudo privileges [only for particular
command]


https://ss64.com/bash/
https://linux.die.net/man/1/mesg
https://github.com/util-linux/util-linux/blob/master/term-utils/wall.c
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Consent Concerns

Introduction: To be read out loud by the group, one
at a time whenever someone feels like reading and
speaking (10 mins)

Archival practices, dissemination of information and
knowledge sharing are crucial actions for
intersectional feminist groups. Thinking about this we
quickly come to questions of access, are the materials
available to those who need and want them? There is
also the question of consent. If you share
knowledges, do you let them be shared forever? Do
you agree to share it with people you may not know?
Is your identity intertwined with what you shared,
your body with your data, the traces of your online
actions with the shared space around and its
community, and... What does that mean? How to take
care of yourself and each other? When trying to give
our attention to consent while building rosa, we
noticed that we didn’t notice(!) many moments when
we gave consent to both the hardware and software.
We are curious to learn with you, to consider how the
processes of setting up a server could be different.
We also want to think through how consent appears in
the ATNOFS project. As rosa travels and material
accumulates in the storage from many different
people, how are participants able to make choices in
what materials they share, and how they share them?
This is a polyvocal project, do we consent to share
across our differences? And how can we build trust
and communicate our boundaries?

Exercise 1: Hello, consent calling (15 mins)

In a circle we think out loud about how consent is
relational and can be renegotiated.

Intro (read to the group): “The origin of the word
consent comes from latin and means “con” (together)
+ “sentire” (feel), therefore, by itself, ideally, it
expresses a mutual feeling".® We like to think of
consent as a relational process. And as a process, it
can and should be renegotiated. We are asking to
think over and about the power dynamics within these
infrastructures and relationships: how information,
knowledges and its comprehension plays out in these
scenarios, who is being affected and how can we care
for aligned collective attitudes?

We will ask, listen, repeat.
Someone begins by asking a question to the person
next to them that requires consent.

If the answer is yes then this person (who responded
with the yes) poses a new question to the person on
their other side.

If the answer is no then the question moves around
but we try a modification, what conditions would be
needed for consent?

We can also maintain the response of no. If we would
never consent to this request then we can change the
question completely and continue the circle around.
We can also choose not to speak if we don’t want to,
at any time.

Now we can choose if we would like to do exercise
two or three.

Exercise 2: Consent related to the server and our
relationships around it (20 mins)

In pairs or groups of three pick out one scenario of
consent from below and talk about it.

Scenarios:

¢ You want to use, create or store files in the server
but don’t want them public or seen by others. How
do we keep things private or only available for
some in a shared environment? How do we ask for
consent?

¢ One service or tool is taking too much space and
slowing everything down, making it difficult for
others to continue their work. How could we deal
with this? How do we negotiate server space? Do
we have permission to stop or delete processes or
files?

How and when does consent appear in this scenario?
In which moment?

What does trust feel like here?

Can you change your mind?

When you are ready change your scenario, you are
also welcome to make a new one.

Come together as a whole group to share, discuss and
take notes.

Exercise 3: Begin to edit a consensual Code of
Conduct (CoC) for the server (20 mins)

(If you went through the ‘Languages within
Languages’ script already)

In the terminal on your computer you can display the
running processes of rosa, you can stop them or

9. From Consent to our Data Bodies, by Paz Pefia and Joana Varon.
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manage them in other ways.

For example, in the terminal you can type commands
such as:

$ px aux

px aux is a listing of all the processes active in rosa.

Starting from these practices of listening and reading
the server, via commands such as px aux, or practices
of log reading, how could we write a CoC for the rosa
server?

You are welcome to take the Varia Code of Conduct*®
as a basis, or any other one, or to create your own.

10. Varia's Code of Conduct: https://varia.zone/en/pages/code-of-conduct.html.



https://varia.zone/en/pages/code-of-conduct.html
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Reflections

Consent Concerns turned to consentING
concerns, as we realised that to consent to
something should be a continuous process, not
something undertaken at the beginning of a
process and then forgotten about. Making consent
averb was also areminder that it is an embodied
action, we wanted to bring consent away from a
tick box or written agreement. In the same way, we
were imagining rosa as a space that holds us
collectively. With this imagination, consenting
turned into a frame on how to be together. What
brings us to the space? And, how can we be in it
with our differences?

Our conversations were slow, meandering and at
times felt almost cyclical. We returned again and
again to decisions and language around giving
permission, becoming sudo users (which gives
one full access to run commands), the hierarchies
within rosa’s users, etc. These were parts of rosa
that began our concern anxieties, and somehow
we never resolved them. Maybe this teaches us
that we have to always be with them?

We could not resolve our consenting concerns, but
the following texts are a collective attempt at
staying with our discomfort.

Consenting with rosa

The following text was made with pens and one sheet
of paper, passed around in the park outside Varia.
Then it was transcribed onto a rosa etherpad and
copied here.

It is a tentative outcome of our Consent Concerns
exercises, a collective experiment in presenting the
action of consenting - with others, with rosa - to
another person.

this is a series of drafts

WITH ROSA

I consent that all materials can be used for creative
purposes while maintaining responsibility for
maintaing Varia’s Code of Conduct

you are consenting to being with rosa, learning,
attempting, failing, while getting to know the work of
others and letting them know your work too.

be considerate of our consenting space that is being
created, used and collectively sustained (through the
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care that was, still is and will be performed)

In this space there are also others. Your actions affect
their server lives. Listen carefully as you step inside.
For the sake of knowledge distribution we have
decided to keep the contents of this server as open as
possible, on the condition that you consent to share
and care for it responsibly.

Hello consent! You are welcome to be with rosa, and
to sense together what to start, stop, erase, share,
make or unmake.

We consent to commit in the knowledge distribution
process (sharing and receiving) when possible, to
understand better the implications of our uses of the
server, and take concious and effective responsibility
for these. This space we share is not fixed, it
welcomes the in betweens and asks for our trust and
respect of all possible layers. The ways of arriving
somewhere can provide knowledges for others.

WITH ROSA AGAIN

Hello! You are welcome to change rosa, and then be
changed by it / them / her rosa?

Welcome to this precious server space.

We behave with consciousness, care and respect for
each other’s space and work, and for the collective,
by engaging energy and thought in understanding the
implications of our uses.

Being with rosa, you are consenting to be with, and in
amongst, the works of others. Here we try to be
attentive to collective needs, labours and desires.
Your actions affect rosa’s life. Take conscious and
effective responsibility for her / them / it / rosa.

References: welcome to add!

e Consent to Our Data Bodies™
e Informed Consent - Said Who?*?

e Everything You Own You’ve Had to Build on Stolen
Ground*®

11. Available at: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/varia/consent%20concerns/ConsentToOQurDataBodies.pdf.

12. Available at: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/varia/consent-concerns/Kovacs-and-Jain-Informed-Consent-Said-Who-

Final.pdf.

13. More information about the project here: https://www.aliparoto.com/not-found-on.



https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/varia/consent%20concerns/ConsentToOurDataBodies.pdf
https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/varia/consent-concerns/Kovacs-and-Jain-Informed-Consent-Said-Who-Final.pdf
https://www.aliparoto.com/not-found-on
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Resonant Publishing

This script introduces methods for collective PDF
making, using octomode’s pad publishing
environment. octomode introduces a particular mode
of collective work, one in which actions of writing,
processing and lay-out making cross each other and
happen continuously. The proposal of this script is to
make a resonating zine, starting from a range of short
exercises, to explore how resonance can be used as a
framework to think about collective practices and
publishing.

“We are sitting in a room different from the one
you are in now. We are recording the sound of
our speaking voices and we are going to play it
back into the room again and again until the
resonant frequencies of the room reinforce
themselves so that any semblance of our speech,
with the exception of rhythm, is destroyed. What
we will hear, then, are the natural resonant
frequencies of the room articulated by speech.
We regard this activity not so much as a
demonstration of a physical fact, but, more as a
way to smoothrott-any-frregutarittes our speech
might have.” variation of Alvin Lucier’s “I am sitting in a
room”.

For the making of the zine, we will experiment with
models of Resonant Publishing: publishing that is not
left at the end of a process of thought, but is
embedded in a social, technical and collective
process where thought develops and unfolds.

Combining tools like Etherpad and web-to-print
techniques introduce a range of possibilities for
publishing practices. This script focuses specifically
on collective PDF making, using a tool called
octomode. Starting in the middle of the different
userspaces that this tool creates, the proposal is to
experiment with user-subjectivities, pad listening, di-
versioning and other methods that will allow us to re-
turn to notions of resonance through vibration,
citation and recording.

While being with many bodies and voices in a shared
space we will operate in a tentacular mode, a variation
of tentacular thinking, which is a term that Donna
Haraway used to refer to thinking with eight legged
species:

“I remember that tentacle comes from the Latin
tentaculum, meaning “feeler,” and tentare,
meaning “to feel” and “to try”; (...) The
tentacular ones tangle me in SF. Their many
appendages make string figures; they entwine
me in the poiesis—the making—of speculative
fabulation, science fiction, science fact,
speculative feminism, soin deficelle, so far. The
tentacular ones make attachments and
detachments; they ake cuts and knots; they
make a difference; they weave paths and
consequences but not determinisms; they are
both open and knotted in some ways and not
others. SF is storytelling and fact telling; it is the
patterning of possible worlds and possible times,
material-semiotic worlds, gone, here, and yet to
come. I work with string figures as a theoretical
trope, a way to think-with a host of companions
in sympoietic threading, felting, tangling,
tracking, and sorting. I work with and in SF as
material-semiotic composting, as theory in the
mud, as muddle." “Tentacular Thinking” in Donna
Haraway, Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the
Chthulucene, Duke University Press, 2016.

octomode is a collective editing space for PDF
making, using Etherpad, Paged.js and Flask. If you
want to work collectively on making a PDF, you can
make a new octomode environment. Working in
octomode includes 4 modes:

¢ pad: all materials for the PDF are collected here.
(written in Markdown)

e stylesheet: all CSS rules for the PDF are collected
here (written in CSS)

e html: render the lay out as a HTML (rendered with
PyPandoc)

¢ pdf: render the lay out as a PDF (rendered with
Paged.js)

The PDFs are rendered using Paged.js, a free and
open source JavaScript library “that paginates content
in the browser to create PDF output from any HTML
content. This means you can design works for print
(eg. books) using HTML and CSS!” The project is
maintained by the Coko Foundation. Paged.js adds
features to the CSS3 standards, expanding the
possibilities to make lay outs for specific sections,
place content in the margins of pages, and render
indexes (amongst other things).

octomode is a wrapper around Etherpad and Paged.js.
The tool was made by Varia members, emerging from
Etherpad based practices and an interest in web-to-
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print techniques.**

I—) Genealogies

octomode’s continuations include other
software practices based on pad-to-PDF
workflows or collective infrastructure:
Wiki-to-PDF by Martino Morandi
(Constant), Ethertoff by OSP, Etherbox by
Michael Murtaugh (Constant), Etherdump
by Michael Murtaugh (Constant),
Pad2Print by Luuse.

A possible rhythm to
follow

15 minutes: Install yourselves (as much as you
wish)

e octomode®®

¢ Markdown'®

e CSSY

e Paged.js'®

e resonance: “The word resonance comes from Latin
and means to”resound" - to sound out together with
a loud sound. (...) Resonance only occurs when the
first object is vibrating at the natural frequency of
the second object."22°21

15 minutes: Echoes (exercises to warm up)

Echoes

Echo 1

- What is your screen’s width? Fill one entire line with
your colour. You can press space or use any other key.
- Write one or more words in the line without
breaking it. You might need to delete some spaces.

Echo 2

- Fill in one line of the pad with your preferred
(nick)name, your pronouns, and anything else you
would like to share with the group about yourself.

Echo 3
- Change your pad colour using the colour wheel on
the top right.

— Open as many browsers as you can and access this
pad url from different locations. You can also use
Incognito Mode for this in the same browser.

- Finish the following sentence from your different
user-subjectivities:

We are sitting in a room,

Resonant listening & speaking

- Time for experimenting with “pad listening” and
“pad speaking”.

- In groups of two, explore your surroundings, which
can be indoors or outside. Listen together to voices,
sounds, discussions, noises.

- Can you record what you hear? In pairs, take turns
beginning a sentence, and ending it.

30 minutes: Resonant listening & speaking

e 15 minutes: in pairs, going to another space and
listening, then responding (see below)

e 15 minutes: two resonant streams: collective
editing / collective designing

— CONTINUE —

30 minutes: Continue resonant listening &
speaking

25 minutes: Printing / collating / binding

¢ How would you like to print? Paper format? Type?
Colour?

* How would you like to collate? In order, or not?
¢ How would you like to bind? Which materials?

5 minutes: Share and wrap up

I—) Genealogies
This script is a transformation of a
previous Resonant Publishing workshop,
hosted during Zine Camp in November
2021 by Simon Browne, Artemis Gryllaki,
Alice Strete and Manetta Berends. It also
has roots in the Read X Repair sessions
organised by amy pickles and Cristina
Cochior in Varia throughout 2021 - 2023,
where etherpads have been used for

14. The code of Octomode can be found in the Gitea of Varia: https://git.vvvvvvaria.org/varia/octomode.

15. Scroll down to “How to use octomode?”: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/pads/rosa.raw.html.

16. A Markdown reference: https://learnxinyminutes.com/docs/markdown/.

17. A CSS reference: https://learnxinyminutes.com/docs/css/.
18. The Paged.js documentation page: https://pagedjs.org/.

19. Resonance and musical instruments: https://www.physicsclassroom.com/class/sound/Lesson-5/Resonance.

20. Resonant rings: https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/resonant-rings.

21. Resonator: https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/resonator.



https://git.vvvvvvaria.org/varia/octomode
https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/pads/rosa.raw.html
https://learnxinyminutes.com/docs/markdown/
https://learnxinyminutes.com/docs/css/
https://pagedjs.org/
https://www.physicsclassroom.com/class/sound/Lesson-5/Resonance
https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/resonant-rings
https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/resonator
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collective reading and annotation
sessions?? and the work around Minimal
Viable Learning, a research trajectory in
Varia around etherpad based learning
practices: How is (or could) Etherpad be
an educational environment? How could
minimal and viable tools shape collective
learning? How could collective learning
shape minimal and viable tools??2?

22. Read & Repair events https://varia.zone/en/category/readrepair.html.
23. Minimal Viable Learning https://pad.vvvvvvaria.org/minimal-viable-learning.



https://varia.zone/en/category/readrepair.html
https://pad.vvvvvvaria.org/minimal-viable-learning
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Reflections

Etherpad is very present in the day-to-day work of
most of the groups within ATNOFS and the
networks of networks around it. For this reason it
isn't that much of a surprise that different
practices and tools have emerged around the
software. octomode is one of these tools. And as
the group in the Resonant Publishing session was
quite familiar with it, practical questions
emerged: How can octomode be used by others?Is
it easy to install on another server? Can it be used
on top of someone else’s Etherpad instance? What
is the reality of depending on someone else’s
Etherpad instance?

While discussing the traversal aspect of the
ATNOFS project, we asked ourselves if we could
allow Etherpad instances to traversally cross
between different cultural organisations. This
idea has emerged in different variations during
events in the last years, including the Resonant
Publishing session. This type of exchange could
be seen as another degree of resonance perhaps,
one in which one Etherpad instance allows to be
resonated with another one. For example, during
Relearn 2019 in Varia the idea emerged to create
“etherstekjes” (etherbranches): a (not-yet existing)
technical way to “cut” a section from a pad in such
away, that it can continue growing elsewhere. The
idea was brought back on the table and connected
to the specific setup of rosa.

As rosais part of a hub, we speculated what it
would mean if more servers that are present in
ATNOFS could be part of it and exchange
documents, materials, text and images internally.
What kind of network could be created and what
could we exchange with it? What follows are notes
from the session, traces of us speculating what
this form of traversal networking could do.

In Traversal
Resonance

You could run another instance of octomode, but you
would need to have access to the API of an Etherpad
instance...

(access [/ non-access - referring to the notion of
‘access’ described by Michael Murtaugh in Becoming
Sponge: Sustaining Practice Through Protocols of
Web Publishing)

¢ how to access your API key?
¢ how to exchange a key?
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¢ when lists of multiple pad instances are shared

>>>>>> are these porous relations?

¢ how to deal with security to collaborative writing?

>>> shift discussion towards trust based exchange

Can we think of traversality in relation to pads?
How can we work with traversality across Etherpad
instances?

Can we share API keys with each other?
Etherstekje?

Does this allow for seed bombing?

Can etherpads also be branched outside of a
network?

Definition Varia of Resonant Publishing: publishing
that is not left at the end of a process of thought, [...]
An example of this is the format of the log, as a mode
of publishing

focusing on octomode, online PDF environment from
the etherpads - not splitting between writing and
designing

writing, designing, viewing; to make print
publications, collective publishing

what does it mean to be open to resonating, to
develop thought together?

API key - to go into octomode from the Varia rosa
server - a system of access and non-access, keys with
permissions, asking the server for their key

The API key also gives you access to an overview
mode, seeing a list of ALL the pads

Do we write another Code of Conduct? Process of
barter...?

What are ways that instances of pads can cross?
Porosity, octomode as trasversality?

Like a handshake?

What are ways that pads can cross?

octomode code in Varia’s Gitea:
https://git.vvvvvvaria.org/varia/octomode

There is a potential in the etherdump, the ‘listening’,
to start crossing

Can we make ether’stekjes’? — etherbranches?

What would be a low threshold way to do so?
Inviting people to use it, using the address of
Constant’s or HNI’s Etherpad...

How could we develop relationships of signaling that
activity will happen?

Control over deleting? What are procedures of
deletion?
Are you a keyholder?

Pad listening and pad speaking. A short in situ
thoughtdump.

How to listen with one ear? Listening with different
senses, sensing someone is there with you (in the
pad).

Spectres connecting. What does it mean to be open to
resonance? To the presence of others?

To multiple presences presenting themselves in the


https://git.vvvvvvaria.org/varia/octomode
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same pad, finishing each other’s sentences
presences present in multiple presents

There was a slight delay in the appearance of the
spectre. Some have difficulty connecting.

How to provide temporal space, server space, and
pad space for others?

An Etherdump, an overview of pads (?), as collective
archive.

What does it mean to cycle through different
platforms, different timelines and speeds of
publishing?

Building a collective intelligence.

Extending an octopus intelligence.

()

What are ways to generate PDFs in a traversal
etherpad?

How could we make content driven PDFs instead of
context driven PDFs?

Instead of individual pads as capsules / confined
somethings, can we think about traversal pads?

Can we generate one pad for each chapter, instead of
the full book?

Can we create crossings...?

This would be a way to publish the overlap between
chapters ...

What does “traversal” mean actually? what is the
dictionary definition?

> noun. the act or process of passing across, over, or
through: “A problem with the Voyager 2 spacecraft as
it began its traversal of the rings of Saturn was
eventually linked to high-speed collisions with
micrometeoroids”.

Oh, that reminds me of the “Beurs traverse” in
Rotterdam!

Which is “een overgang en een ondergang” at the
same time.

Is it crossing without touching?

Traversing is different from cutting a material.
Cutting is an action of dividing,
and traversing is an action of dividing while travelling.

Could this become a design strategy?
Approaching the publication traversally effects the
outcome ...

ref to hyperlinked or non-linear reading ...

While crossing and trasversing, you also generate
something, right?

Maybe it’s not about reading across material, but
while crossing you also generate something else, you
are leaving something behind.

Can the context of each session provide a specific way
of crossing?

Guest
Contributions

Varia Score for Tina

M. Campt
by Gabi Dao

The artist Gabi Dao led us through Varia score for
Tina M. Campt, alistening workshop to get us to
tune into one another. To really consider what an
intersectional feminist approach could be when
building a server and publishing together, we
wanted to focus our attention on narratives that
have been hidden and memories that can travel in
the sonic.

Questions we shared with Gabi were:

How can we give attention to positions that have
been written over, removed, or never included?
How can we publish in a way that does not
perpetuate linear thinking and progressive,
colonialist attitudes? What actions can we do
together that brings forth our collective memory
and encourages us to think deeply about the
possibilities for knowledge sharing?

To begin, we read from Tina M. Campt's book
Listening to Images, from the chapter The Hum of
Silence. This is an excerpt of what we read;

"The Hum of Silence

The silence of the space couldn’t have been
louder. Stepping off the elevator of a converted
Chelsea warehouse in the middle of a weekday
felt like walking into a whitewashed
mausoleum. The building was a warren of
small but established galleries, yet to me it felt
like a maze. I passed the door of the Walther
Collection twice but only found it on the third
pass. As soon as I entered the gallery, it was
clear that quiet was the most appropriate
modality for encountering the installation. But
its quietude was anything but simple. It was
the kind of quiet that is in no way an absence. It
is fulsome and expressive. Restless, awkward,
and unsettling, it is a form of quiet where
gnawing questions simmer and send one
searching for more complicated answers." (Tina
M. Campt)

After this, the group was invited to warm up
together and activate the listening. With eyes
closed, we drew the space we were in from a
particular corner of it, visualising the sonic into
drawings.
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Varia score for Tina M.
Campt

®with voices and objects® (Gabi Dao)

make four different groups: readers, echoes,
transcriptions, the room.

spread out in the room, anywhere you feel drawn to.
Sit, lie down, stand, etc., make your body
comfortable. Cast a glance around, does everyone
look settled? If so, rub your palms together rapidly,
making your hands warm. Lightly cup your warm
hands over your eyes. Take a few deep breaths and
listen to the quiet of the room, pause for a time not
counted.

Readers begin when ready. Echoes, transcriptions and
the room join in after at any point.

readers: open your eyes and begin by reading
*slooowly* from Listening to Images by Tina M.
Campt, The Hum of Silence, on pages eighteen and
twenty, at any time you feel ready. Feel and listen to
the pauses between words, between syllables,
between letters. Listen to one anothers voices phase
in and out between words and pauses as you read.
When is the space becoming chorus, becoming
cacophony?

echoes: keep your eyes closed, listening to the
readers. As you listen, choose a word or a phrase that
you hear from the readers. Echo it in the room. Repeat
it as many times as you want. Maybe you chose a few
words or phrases. How long do you pause for
between each of your echoes? Where does your echo
go? Into the sea, sky, soil?

transcriptions: keep your eyes closed. Do you
remember what you heard on your way here? What
did it sound like, a high frequency, a muffled voice, a
windy bush, the colour blue, your joints cracking, a
nhmmmZZZzzzzz? How did it make you feel?
Transcribe the sounds and sensations with your voice
— do you whisper, do mumble, do you whistle, do you
shout?

the room: open your eyes. Slowly move around the
room while imagining the pull of the inaudible
frequencies leading you to something that you will
eventually touch, hold, etc. How do you move around
the room? What do you sound like on your way there?
What is the sonic potential between you and what
you’ve chosen? How can you hear them through your
body? Your hands, your nose, your feet, your shoes,
your skin, your flesh, your bones? What shape is their
sound? The sound of its texture? Resonate in the
room.
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VARIA / SPARKLES AND PACKAGES

Sparkles and
Packages

At the end of wrapping up the Varia session, a few
of the organisers got together to discuss and
reflect on our thoughts on what would we like to
carry further. The transcription of that
conversation can be read below.

Can we think about what rosa can be after ATNOFS?

We talked about rosa as a place for experiments
before they became part of ATNOFS. We wanted rosa
to be a server that we could call feminist, and to have
it as a space to try out and install things. But that
quickly turned into a conversation about why we did
not call the Varia server feminist.

I would say that both are, in different ways.

But one is explicitly so and the other one does not
mention it.

Yeah, that’s true, because that would require a group
conversation with twenty people about it.

It’s easier to come to a communal idea of a feminist
server in a small group than in a bigger group.

In that sense, rosa did contribute to the slow process
of maybe starting to call the Varia server feminist. I
don’t think we’re there yet.

I am not as familiar with the Varia server as I am with
rosa. I feel closer to rosa, I understand the processes
better and I could associate them with a feminist
server. For me the Varia server is still a black box
mostly. All the contributions there have not been
made by me, none of the interventions, none of the
customisations, and this has become a big part of
what a feminist server is for me.

Yeah, I'm not sure, there is indeed a tension, because
we have been referring to a feminist server as a place
for experimentation and thus instability, but in the
case of Varia’s server, it needs to be stable for those
who depend on it. I cannot really put it fully into
words but I would not fully feel comfortable calling it
a feminist server at this point because we didn’t really
practise that yet, or talk about it so much. But I would
like to work in that direction. But I don’t think that if a
server is stable, it is not feminist.

Sometimes Varia’s server is unstable.

I guess it’s more stable than rosa, because more
people rely on it for various things.

I think the Varia server is definitely surrounded by
feminist practices.
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Can a server become feminist? Or does it need to
start by being feminist? I'm interested in your
personal perspective on it, we don’t need to speak as
a group.

Right. I wasn’t there in the beginning and it was done
a certain way that I don’t have any connection with. I
don’t know enough to be able to say.

PAUSE

I think the question of what is the difference between
a community server and a feminist server comes in
handy here, because Varia’s may be closer to being a
community server. It can be both of course, it doesn’t
need to be either or, but some people know more
about how the Varia server is operating. It’s not
always documented, so I think that accessing, caring
for and maintaining the server is still difficult. Can this
be part of the thinking?

When we have to do important changes we rely again
on the hierarchy of knowledges, whereas with rosa it
doesn’t feel like it needs to be like that.

This paragraph is a later addition to the
conversation, added as we transcribe the
recording. While typing out these words we
thought to add that, when we were faced with
time restrictions and the closer we got to the
first ATNOFS session, we fell back into roles of
expertise. On reflection, we want to recognise
that the ATNOFS feminist server did emerge
from a reproduction of particular divisions of
work: whereby those skilled in one area
worked more in that realm. Those more
experienced in setting up a server continued
with this, while those more experienced in
group facilitation pursued these parts of our
activities. We wonder if a feminist server
would be one that can allow for different
moments and flows where roles and rhythm
shift accordingly to group needs and desires. If
you need to focus on something, then you can,
if you have desires to learn, then you can. Of
course learning also requires that someone is
available to guide this process. What we
appreciated in our Varia ATNOFS session was
that all knowledges in the group were valued
equally, and considered without hierarchy. We
think that a feminist server would be a space
where value is shared and given generously.

Now we are returning to the transcript.

What do you mean by relying on a hierarchy of
knowledges?

Well, you ask the people who are the most
experienced to do a back-up for example. It feels like
this is how we work in Varia.

I joined some infrastructure moments last year. But
when you have a limited amount of time, people who
already have knowledges on a particular task step up
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and take it on. In this case, it did happen to be people
with more technical expertise, and then people who
didn’t have it, like me, had to make a bridge by
themselves. But I could have also done the task
myself if I had dedicated the time to learn how to do
it. The others did make space for this to happen, and
there was documentation on how this work had been
done in the past. I have broken the server before and
the response was always very generous, kind and
supportive.

That’s true and also in the documentation there are
phrases that say things like ‘please break things, we
will fix it all together later’, or there are messages that
say ‘don’t be afraid’, and I really like that. I guess it
feels that now with rosa we could experiment and
speculate a bit more what happens when you bring
feminism and servers explicitly together.

I think the one moment when we did talk about
whether the Varia server is feminist is when everyone
got sudo rights.

Yes, that was an important moment.
I wasn’t there for that.

Everyone now by default gets sudo rights, but that
was not the case from the beginning.

I wanted to add one more thought to the conversation
from before, that is not to confuse feeling
responsibility for the group with the impossibility to
change its structure, if that makes sense.

In the case of rosa?

In the case of Varia. What I really like about this group
is that there is openness to change. At some point we
just decided to stop organising through a board of
people, and we didn’t have another structure to
replace it with, but we were trying to understand what
would happen if we stopped relying on this format. I
do think this attitude also applies to the server. We
can experiment with it, but we also feel responsible
for the consequences. You can change things, but if
the server goes down, you know that you have to fix it.
Which is why it’s important to understand how
something was set up.

Maybe one more thing to add is that when the work in
ATNOFS and the work on rosa was presented at the
Art Meets Radical Openness (AMRO) festival in Linz,
on the panel “Hosting with the Others”, it felt like a
very precious moment, because it brought different
groups together that are working on server
maintenance. Also with groups that are already doing
this since the 1990s. One thing that stood out was
that in the panel there was a different kind of
approach towards server maintenance. It was a lot
about doing it together, doing it in tmux sessions,
trying to really document everything as much as
possible but also to organise events around it. So it is
not only about the work itself, but also about creating
a culture around doing the work. To create habits and

language around it, and moments of being together.
This notion of event, of creating moments around
server practices, initiated a conversation we had the
same day to maybe organise a Varia server party in
November this year, because Varia will have existed
for five years. At AMRO we met some people who
were relying on our etherpads and on our server, so
the party would be a sort of a synced moment on the
server to celebrate space shared together. We can
also see this as a moment that we can bring
experiments and customisation practices from rosa
into the Varia server, maybe making it a bit more
feminist.

I think the link between the Varia server and rosa is
really strong.

But also to acknowledge more, you phrased it very
nicely in that conversation, that we’re accidental
hosters, that people are relying on the Varia server
without us offering this service very explicitly. I think
that’s really interesting to embrace and to question
what it means to be an accidental hoster.

The hub is also interesting, because it creates a
certain dynamic of power. It requires someone from
Varia being in the room to make SSH accounts on
rosa.

Yeah that’s true, and now I remember that there was
a conversation in the Varia session about maybe
turning rosa into the hub access point, so that rosa
turns from being a server for documentation into an
access point to a hidden network of servers, instead
of Varia being the central node in the whole network.
Or, to have multiple access points and rosa could be
one of them. To rethink the hub is out of the scope of
the project, but to consider what it means to have a
shared hidden network is really exciting. There is
really something there.

Yeah.
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HYPHA / WHAT’'S IN A NAME

What’s in a
Name

A hypha (from Ancient Greek, meaning ‘web’; pl.
hyphae) is a long, branching, filamentous
structure of a fungus. In most fungi, hyphae are
the main mode of vegetative growth, spreading
and interconnecting with other material entities.
Its existence happens underground, its
manifestations take place above, breaching into
and through the other stratifications of the earth.
Its sociology is soft, diverse and non-hierarchical,
horizontal and friendly, while being invested and
undiverted in keeping its filamentous structure
solid. Having this vegetable metaphorasa
guiding imaginary, hypha defines itselfasa
collective of individuals working toward a better
understanding of technology and its deep-seated
implication in our socio-political climate.
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What Is the
Soil Where We
Come to Dig
Our Routes?

We have witnessed a paradigm shift, going from
isolated computing clusters to interconnected
university computers and later on to the internet
as we know it today. One of hypha’s aims is to stop
for a moment, have a look at the fast-paced
evolution and trace back the steps accompanied by
curiosity, critical thinking, and technical
knowledges to understand how this is affecting
us, our communities, and everyone else around us.

Starting with our embodied subjectivities, now in
the age of continuous information overload, we're
being bombarded with personalised data
enforcing filter bubbles that are diluting notions of
truth until they become a feedback loop of
opinions, polarising populations and uprooting
communities.

It has become a common practice for companies
and state agencies to embed mass surveillance
tools in our public infrastructure (such as public
spaces or the internet). In the case of companies,
they use it for profiling users, predictive analytics
and data mining. In the case of governments,
besides collecting data on populations, it seems
there is also an overlay of nation states
overimposed on the open internet, creating a split
in the internet (or what is commonly referred to as
splinternet).

Regarding geopolitics, it seems that technology is
just another avenue that nation states are heavily
invested in the militarisation of. Considering the
internet became the de facto infrastructure for
communication, business, banking, etc., an
interesting case scenario would be the Stuxnet
malware, where a few allied nation states built
malware made to exploit specific computer
vulnerabilities and infect most devices connected
to the internet. Here we can see the change from
classical to digital warfare. The vulnerabilities
were unknown to the software developers and
because of that, the developers had zero days to fix
the issues. Hence, such software vulnerabilities
might be encountered by the name “zero-day”. If
Stuxnet malware detected industrial controllers

specific to one target (in this case, an Iranian
uranium enrichment facility), then it would
become activated.

Our critical analysis of technology should look at
both the structural / systemic and personal
aspects in order to better understand how we can
use it in ways that benefit our communities. Our
group is engaged in debating and talking about
open source alternatives that are available freely
for everyone to use and implement. However, there
is another complex debate about the material
inequality around the invisible costs of
implementing and maintaining such alternatives
for ordinary communities and people, versus use
by big technological companies, who can afford
the human resources and technical infrastructure
to sustain their services.



HYPHA / ROUTES ARE PAVED WITH FULL ENCOUNTERS

Routes Are
Paved with Full
Encounters

The session was not advertised or made public,
but rather everyone joined the days based on peer-
to-peer invitations. Our intentions were twofold:
firstly to pinpoint what sort of technologies and
technological knowledges our existing collectives
need, and secondly to bring people together into a
new group that would like to take on this type of
work further. In terms of infrastructure, at that
point in time we only had access to rosa. We
currently don't have a space, but we have hosted
our events and meetings at filaret16 - a local DIY
punk space.
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Program

Saturday, April 9th

12:00

Hello, world!
Gathering with warm tea and coffee to get
to meet and know each other

13:30

Lunch
Vegetarian food to accompany our words

14:30

Local histories against the global design
Short presentations of ten to fifteen
minutes that introduce the history and
genealogy of the collectives that are part of
this project and their relation with /to
autonomous networks and self-governed
technologies. Invited collectives: Varia,
FHM, Constant, LURK, esc mkl, 00000

What is hypha? - a short presentation on
hypha, a digital space initiated by Sergiu
Nisioi and Anca Bucur, what is it and what
we aim with it.

Meet rosa! rosa is a Raspberry Piserver
that will travel between Bucharest,
Rotterdam, Athens, Graz, and Brussels.
When it is not travelling, it can be accessed
at this page
https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/. We will
get the chance to meet the server physically
and learn how to connect and interact with
it.

Which of the following self-hosted services
could be useful to our communities?
-email /mailing lists / newsletters

- Mastodon alternative social media

- alternative chat (Rocket.Chat)

- collaborative text editor (Etherpad)
-online collaborative text editing (similar
to Google Docs)

- file sharing, calendar, collaborative office
(Word, spreadsheets, presentations) (Libre
Office Online / OnlyOffice / Nextcloud)

- forms (LimeSurvey)

- hosting personal websites, project
websites

- publishing platform books, leaflets

- videoconferences (Jitsi)

- peer2peer video sharing (Peertube)

18:30

Drinks
drinks to soothe our thoughts

Sunday, April10th

14:00

Lunch

16:00

Break

15:00

An introduction to the internet (work)
a crash tutorial, a presentation where we
will discuss how the internet currently
works, what types of addresses are out
there, what is an IP, a port or the Domain
Name System. A discussion with
knowledge sharing: for those of you who
know all of this already, it’s a chance to
collectively share your knowledges with
everyone else.

16:30

A beginning, a scratch, a breach

During this session we intend to pinpoint
the urgent issues of our local collectives
and communities, what types of
technologies we can adopt to help us
organise better, to keep us secured from
state or corporate surveillance, and to help
us build a safe digital space. Some
questions that we'd like to discuss are:

- What is a server and what can we do with
it? What are the reasons for installing a
server?

- How can a server become a political
intervention into the capitalist global
design? What is its potentiality to
coagulate a situated activist movement?

- What does it mean to approach software
from a decolonial, feminist perspective?

- A collective digital space (as any other
space) needs shared work: how many people
would like to join hypha and how much
energy can we put into learning how to run
a server and transform it into a functional
tool?

17:00

Break

17:30

Encryption, VPNs, Proxy

a crash course presentation where we can
learn and discuss what these acronyms
mean: HTTPS, SSL /TLS, VPN, Tor
browser. Some questions that we would
want to ask:

- To what degree can encryption protect us
from surveillance?

- What VPN providers can we choose from?
(ifany)

- How do we enable encryption and how do
we navigate the web?

- What is a hash and how can passwords be
cracked?

- What is the Tor network and Tor
browser?

18:30

Closing remarks / planning for the future
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HYPHA / WHEN BRANCHES ATTACH AND FILAMENTS TOUCH

VWhen
Branches
Attach and

Filaments
Touch

April 9th was a nice and warm day and we decided
to go to the park, sit on the grass and talk about
our histories.

People from the ATNOFS network (Varia, FHM,
and Constant) participated in the discussions.
From our side, we had representatives from
different local collective projects such as:

® TFilaretl6 - an anarchist DIY space in Bucharest
that hosted our session

® Cutra-aradical queer feminist magazine

® Frontul Comun pentru Dreptul la Locuire
(Housing Rights Common Front) - an activist
group part of the housing rights movement

® Pagini Libere (Free Pages) - anarchist,
decentralised, autonomous and non-
hierarchically organised editorial collective

® Colectiva Literaturd si Feminism (Literature
and Feminism Collective) - organising events
and promoting feminist and queer literature

The discussions were aimed at providing a mutual
exchange between the invitees from Varia, FHM,
Constant and different local representatives from
queer, feminist, and leftist activist circles. The
second day greeted us with lots of rain and
tiredness, we continued our discussions and had a
few first attempts at introducing several technical
topics between each other.
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As aresult of our discussions, we learned how
other collectives use technology to organise better,
how can technology be used towards a situated
emancipation, debated the needs of different
collectives, and some of us self-organised into a
group with the aim to continue this line of work.

A Continuation

* we gathered recurrently for knowledge sharing
sessions and movie watching nights at Filaret16

* we continued the discussions around feminist
servers and explored our own energy and our
enthusiasm for doing deployment and
maintenance work

* we discussed what it means to participate in the
work needed to deploy and maintain
infrastructure, especially when members have
varied levels of comfort when it comes to the
technical process involved

® talked alot about secure communications, and
about keeping our data out of the hands of Big
Corps

® we feel that we need more exploration before we
launch into deploying our own online spaces

Our movie nights program so far included the
following:

® Allesisteins. Aufder der 0. (2021) -
documentary about the beginnings of the Chaos
Computer Club, in Germany

® (Citizenfour (2014) - a chronicle of Edward
Snowden's process of leaking NSA secrets

® The Internet's Own Boy (2014) - the story of
Aaron Schwartz, and his attempt to liberate
scientific research from behind paywalls

® The Pirate Bay: Away from Keyboard (2013) -
documentary about the founding of the Pirate
Bay and the lawsuit that ensued
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The Protocol for
Planned Disconnect

hypha plans to host a presentation of the Protocol
for Planned Disconnect. This is a discussion about
the current climate crisis and the possibility that
technology may become scarce in the wake of
climate catastrophe. The Protocol for Planned
Disconnect is a workshop that emerged from the
“After Extractivism” conference organised by the
Berliner Gazette in 2022. The description of the
protocol, below, is quoted directly from the
conference page.

Technology is not a panacea, but a tool that must be
chosen and used strategically.

The Protocol for Planned Disconnect is an open
source technology that can be used by groups or
individuals. Its purpose is to provide a learning
journey for everyone who wants to reflect on the
deeper connection between technology and nature.
You are invited to share it in your communities.

This also becomes clear when facing the climate
catastrophe. Hence, the claim in this context must
be two-fold: climate and tech activism. The first has
slowly entered public consciousness, but the latter is
usually dismissed, as digital technologies are
considered “clean’.

The high energy consumption of running data
centres, manufacturing smartphones, streaming
videos, etc. is underestimated and ignored. So, what
does it mean to politicise digital technologies in the
face of mutually fuelling crises without letting their
use become part of the problem or even detrimental
toits solution?

1. The website can be found at https://bg-disconnect.vercel.app/.
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HYPHA / WHAT OUR LOCAL COLLECTIVES NEED

What Our
Local

Collectives
Need

1. Security

This issue is recurrent in our discussions, even
before the first meetings. We are all interested in
having a more secure internet, safeguarded from
state or corporate monitoring and furthermore, to
have our local devices secured against any
potential attacks.

According to the Romanian dictionary, anarchy is a
state of disorganisation and disorder, chaosin a
country or an institution; indiscipline,
disobedience of the individual to an organised
collective. We can find such terms in the
Romanian legal apparatus too. It can become very
risky for organisations that identify as anarchist,
as they could be used as scapegoats or targeted by
the police. Folks still remember the 2008 violent
crackdown by the police against a potential anti-
NATO protest that destroyed the self-organised
group cohesion and put an end to many local
collectives.?

This matter has become more urgent as the recent
COVID-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine
determined a further militarisation of the state. At
the same time, the policies implemented in
Romania tend to undermine and devalue public
services and facilitate the outsourcing of essential
ones such as medical and educational services to
multinational private entities.

When we wish to communicate securely, we
should make a habit of using Signal to chat and
organize our meetings. While this can be blocked,
we can be inspired by previous attempts at
bypassing censorship, from the Hong Kong
protests where peer2peer technologies were used
to communicate®. Similarly, during the Arab
Spring protests, Raspberry Pis were used to set up
mobile local networks for communication.
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For browsing we can use the Tor network (The
onion routing) and run the snowflake proxy to help
others access the internet, safely. In the end,
security is a privilege, especially if we wish to run
self-hosted instances. Security involves a full-time
commitment and it's not possible at this moment
to provide guarantees to our peers using self-
hosted technologies. What we can provide are
workshops and discussions around these topics
and means to help people secure their devices and
identify whether they might be targeted.

9. An Archive

During the meetings, we realised that the
documentation from all the recent events, protests
or actions is scattered and many times lost
amongst our peers. And while we wouldn't want to
have a public storage where some unwanted eye
could take a look, nor would we want to risk losing
everything in a single point of failure kind of
storage. It would still be valuable to have an open
digital space where we could back-up or preserve a
structured copy of our actions so that we have the
ownership of our histories. Therefore, an archive
seems like a valuable resource to have, that can be
provided as a self-hosted service.

While this sounds great in theory, we were left
with plenty of questions at the end, the most
important ones being:

® how much time and resources are needed for
such a thing?

¢ who has access to this resource?

® apower structure will likely emerge between the
hosts and the users, how do we deal with this?

® how do we comply with GDPR or people who
wish to have their data deleted?

And maybe the answer to all these is not to offer
the archive as a quasi-public service, but to have an
encrypted, shared machine, disconnected from the
internet that is available in one of our collective
spaces.

2. Romania: Police actions against anti-NATO protests in Bucharest. Available at:

https://www.statewatch.org/news/2008/april/romania-police-actions-against-anti-nato-protests-in-bucharest/.

3. Hong Kong activists use Pokemon Go and Tinder to organize as police crack down on ongoing protests. Available at:
htrps://www.businessinsider.nl/hong-kong-protesters-tinder-and-apple-airdrop-to-organize-2019-8?international=true&r=US.



https://www.statewatch.org/news/2008/april/romania-police-actions-against-anti-nato-protests-in-bucharest/
https://www.businessinsider.nl/hong-kong-protesters-tinder-and-apple-airdrop-to-organize-2019-8?international=true&r=US
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3. Alternatives to
Social Media

Social media is used to promote the work of our
collectives. Facebook, in particular, is extremely
important in Romania and is the principal medium
of planning, inviting and organising events.
Beyond that, Facebook is used to connect with
people outside of one’s local bubbles, especially
with people outside of the main urban centres.
While Facebook is an extractivist platform
gathering information from everyone, even those
who aren’t logged in, active or even registered
users, it is extremely widespread in Romania
which makes it (sadly) one of the best platforms
for contacting vulnerable people, especially in
cases of violence, housing or racial injustice.

Access to technological emancipation is limited by
class and social context, therefore, in difficult
times, we accept the trade-off of using an
extractivist platform in order to continue doing
our work.

Alternatives to commercial social media would be
useful for our collectives to share our thoughts and
ideas amongst each other, without worrying that
some platform would track every single step we
take and without being constantly distracted by
scrolling through an infinite feed of commercials.
More importantly, this alternative social media
should have the role of connecting the people that
do not live in the same city, since everybody from
our groups agreed that we need “less social media”
and more “social meetings face-to-face”.

The discussions related to social media have been
developed further through our participation in the
LURK session and have been a recurrent topic in
our discussions.

Summary:

® a Mastodon instance would help us get more
filtered and concise content, where we don't get
overwhelmed by commercials and other
Facebook-like features

* mainstream social networks are still the only
ones that can help us reach a wider audience
beyond our bubble

® we need to be aware that once an instance
becomes an essential infrastructure for the local
communities, we need to take ownership of it
and continue providing this service for as long
as possible

¢ we talk about the mental burden associated

with switching our processes and our tools

® we alsoneed to come up with a set of guidelines

for whom to block and how to moderate, we are
excited by the idea of learning how to deploy and
moderate an instance

® gaself-hosted Mastodon instance is not suitable

to help our collectives communicate essential
organisational content that could make the
communities more vulnerable

4. Digital
Emancipation

This is another recurrent topic that emerges in our
groups. Beyond providing access to private and
secure technologies, it is of utmost importance to
provide workshops and knowledge sharing
sessions with our local groups of interested peers.
This implies that both the people who organise
the workshop and the ones who participate in
these sessions have the availability to teach and
learn bidirectionally. Availability can mean time,
openness, an understanding of the burning issues
related to technology, an adequate space, and
actual digital infrastructure. Furthermore,
workshops on digital emancipation must be
adapted to different types of audiences, since
addressing a queer feminist audience may require
a different approach than an anarchist
decentralised collective. Needless to say, the
speaker must remain aware of the power relations
created during an event and the historical
patriarchal aspects of technology.

Unfortunately, synchronising all these
requirements between a workshop organiser and
participants is fairly difficult within the current
local context of Bucharest. This context is rather
restrictive — spaces that are not business oriented
lack financial support, and plenty of us are in a
state of precarity. This leads to exhaustion and
lack of availability for teaching and learning.

The stage we are at now is more than incipient in
every aspect. Our current goals are to start small,
and open these discussions in both formal and
informal contexts. Beyond tech knowledges, we
wish to create a local vocabulary and to bring a
critical perspective inspired by new materialist
and ecofeminist theories. We are aware that this is
a kind of work that can only be done with time and
must be accompanied by leisure and emotional
care.
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5. Safe and User-
friendly Digital
Services

This is related to the first point and the need to
have privacy and security. Facebook groups are not
desirable. There is a need for safe digital services,
from chat groups, storage, to shared document
writing, but it’s also very important to be easy to
use. After all, writing a text collaboratively is
definitely easier in a Google document thanin a
Cryptpad.

To have safe digital services, advocacy and policy
changes can be used to impose more legislative
control of the extractivist platforms. Self-hosting
can't always substitute the technologies that
everyone is familiar with; it's more of a path
towards learning and working collaboratively, and
towards sharing a common digital space.

6. Other Examples
and Connections

with Outside
Collectives

A listing of examples of projects, collectives,
groups, associations that could inform the process
of hypha:

® Labomedia

e FuturEtic

¢ Indymedia

® Systerserver

® Varia

® Feminist Hack Meetings
®* murat

® servus.at

® Autistici/Inventati
® Vedetas

® Anarchaserver

® women.it

® 00000

® (Constant

® Riseup

® Donestech

® cisti.org

® Digital Power: Activism, Advocacy and the
Influence of Women Online

® (Calafou
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Introduction

LURK, on the precipice since 2014.

LURK started out as a small collective of artists /
hackers, cultural workers, art, sound and design
practitioners (from makers to writers) interested
in facilitating and archiving discussions around
net- and computational culture and politics, proto-
and post-free culture practices, (experimental)
(sound) (new media) (software) art, and other such
topics. We have been active since 2014, and today
we are best described as both a collective and a
community of communities. Practically speaking,
we offer, to like-minded people and peers, the
possibility to host their email discussion lists,
access instant messaging services, participate on
alternative social media platforms, as well as
make use of an audio and video streaming server
for events, radios, and miscellaneous
experiments.

With COVID-19 reigniting conversations about
autonomy and sovereignty in relation to digital
infrastructures, it has been our concern to inform
these discussions with lived accounts of both the
challenges and opportunities of self-managed
digital resources and autonomous digital
infrastructures. We frequently share these
concerns in the form of lectures, seminars and
hands-on workshops to discuss the services we
run, the infrastructure we use, and the time and
energy it takes to support it all. We do, however,
remain critical of the frequent technosolutionist
reduction often found in discourses surrounding
alternative computer and network technology, as
well as the social, economical and organisational
dependencies it systematically obfuscates. In that
sense, our motto could be “there is no one-click
install to autonomy”.

We see the ATNOFS exchange as a valuable way
to continue our practice of networked services,
experiments and workshop facilitation, in which
we can engage with the issues listed above
together with others. Therefore, it felt natural for
us to first contribute to ATNOFS through
supporting the discussion across participants, by
hosting the project’s email discussion list. Second,
and, most importantly, we contributed by
developing and facilitating the workshop “How to
run a small social networking site with your
friends”. The latter is both a synthesis of past
similar workshops and a new way of engaging
with the topic of alternative social media hosting
and communities.
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This chapter thus provides some background
information on the workshop in relation to prior
experiences of running similar activities, as well
as a detailed account of its structure. The chapter
also briefly introduces the participants who joined
and what their concerns and experiences were,
both before, during and six months after the
workshop. Finally, the chapter concludes with
some reflections on the ongoing challenges with
regard to launching and sustaining community-
owned alternative social media sites.
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Motivation

The workshop How to run a small social networking
site with your friends draws significantly from our
prior experiences of running workshops with
groups and individuals interested in alternative
social media. In the past, we have co-hosted
workshops focused on explaining and introducing
the fediverse?, and have hosted workshops focused
on the technical aspects of installation and
maintenance of software?.

Running workshops to introduce new things is
always a delicate exercise in balancing between
focused and broad into something that can be
actually activated or carried on once the session is
over and the participants part ways. Frequently,
this exercise leads either to overly technical or
generic formats. On the one hand, engaging with,
and understanding the underlying technical
aspects of computer and network technology
seems like a good idea to open up discussions on
other non-technical topics or concerns. In practice,
however, these kinds of workshops tend to get
bogged down in technicalities (e.g. debugging why
a particular command won't run). Another effect is
that it will often favour a minority of very engaged
participants who “get it”, while being too
distracting or confusing for the majority. On the
other hand, more general, explanatory and
introductory workshops tend mostly to attract
groups and individuals only interested in learning
about novel concepts, for general curiosity, for
entertainment, for footnoting an ongoing
research, or simply to surrender to FOMO. As a
result, such participants do not necessarily care
more deeply about the subject, nor will pursue it
any further beyond the workshop.

In particular, in the Western European cultural
sector, the workshop as commodity is inextricable
from socioeconomic conditions that have
increasingly turned such activities into disposable
experiences led by a pool of precarious cultural
workers. These are commissioned to entertain a
general audience, or another pool of precarious
cultural workers, as part of an ongoing cycle of
media art circus and creative destruction within
the fields of art and cultural production, facilitated
by both cultural organisations and funding bodies.

Collective practices in the field of art and cultural
production have become increasingly popular. We
should, however, not forget that one incentive to
work in such a way is the extreme precarity of
cultural workers. In such a context, what does it
mean to teach and explain ideas such as
alternative social media, data sovereignty, self-
hosting, and the autonomy of communities of
practice? Thus, the challenge for us was to figure
out if, and how, these issues could be addressed in
the way the workshop was structured, and the way
participants were selected. No stone should be left
unturned, and we took the near complete freedom
provided by the European Cultural Foundation
funding as a rare opportunity to experiment with
the format. We felt this was even more relevant
given that our topic touched profoundly on
concrete activation and experimentation around
digital autonomy and data sovereignty.

In the past, we have worked with an approach that
goes beyond technical or introductory imperatives.
More specifically, we have run workshops about
setting up a self-hosted alternative social media
platform, with a strong focus on what happens
after the installation. This bypasses most of the
technical, and makes room for hands-on moments
to discuss things such as group formation, content
moderation and governance, instead. We first
trialled this form of workshop for the Centre for
the Study of the Networked Image®, and realised
that the selection of participants, as well as the
context of their participation, is essential to make
such activities meaningful. Going forward, it
became clear for us that we wanted to engage
more thoroughly with non-institutional settings.
Choosing to work with different kinds of
collectives and commuunities, specifically those in
which the urgency of autonomy, the conditions of
precarity, the need for safe spaces or their activist
practice created a strong incentive to engage with
collective practices in a radical way. This is the
reason why the selection process, a part often
overlooked in our past workshops, became a
crucial element. As a result, we decided to only
accept already established, non-funded or self-
funded groups who had active plans to establish
an alternative social media presence for
themselves and / or their community, yet were
struggling to get started. We also had to make
sure that the participants should feel they were
allowed to represent whatever group they came

1. Welcome to the Federation. the What, Why and How of Alternative Social Media #1. Available at:

https://2020.transmediale.de/content/welcome-to-the-federation-the-what-why-and-how-of-alternative-social-media-1.

2. See, for example: https://bibliotecha.info/read/.

3. Screen Walk: One-click install to autonomy? https://www.centreforthestudyof.net/?p=5693.
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from. We did so by stressing that all the results of
the workshop could be anything from a fully
operating social media platform ready for people
tojoin, to a first draft that could be brought back to
the larger group for further discussion.

In the process of preparing the workshop, we also
came to realise that what we were ultimately
working on was a workshop derived from, and
synthesising, all the things we encountered as a
collective, let them be social, economic, cultural
and technical issues, while running an alternative
social media ourselves for the past few years. It
was the workshop we would have liked to attend
when we started.

(fade to black, sad yet bold background violin
music ensues)

Workshop Format

The core idea of the workshop, which will be
described in more detail below, was simple. First,
to gather a group of participants wishing to set up
an alternative social media instance with their
community, either publicly, privately or both.
Second, to give them not only a theoretical
introduction, but also the opportunity to work out
some issues on governance and moderation in a
focused and rich environment.

While the workshop began as rather theoretical
and unidirectional, to introduce some basic
concepts and make sure everyone was familiar
enough with the issues at hand, most of the
activities were designed to be interactive and
hands-on. Divided in blocks, each block asked
participants to engage with specific questions
(referred to as discussion prompts in this text)
which would impact their social media platform-
to-be. We introduced each block with a personal /
collective account of the experience of running
post.lurk.org. The purpose of this was to highlight
how setting up and successfully maintaining such
a community over time very much consists in
learning by doing. We did so by illustrating that
fundamental decisions such as how the “door
policy” would have a considerable impact on the
nature, quantity, and quality of work involved and
on the character of the space being created.

These blocks and corresponding prompts asked
participants to specifically think in terms of “for

n u n u

whom”, “what is the work”, “who does the work”,
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“what are the available energies” etc. Progressing
through the blocks, the discussion prompts about
capacities, resources, labour etc. would inevitably
end up modifying answers to previous blocks,
complicating the picture and forcing a shift from
blue-sky thinking to situated perspectives. Finally,
each block also introduced some examples of
communities running their own social media
platform to illustrate the discussion.

Consequently, the format we chose for the
workshop would hopefully give the participants
several concrete results: a running server with the
first configuration steps, a map of capabilities and
resources of the team and first drafts of
governance documents (Code of Conduct, Privacy
Statement and Terms of Service). In addition, the
participants would be part of a network of similar
groups, including LURK, that could offer mutual
support.

Even though we had two days, in order to not
waste time solving technical problems, all
participants were asked to have a working
installation of Mastodon prior to joining the
workshop. We provided an email discussion list so
that participants could help each other during the
installation phase, that took place roughly a week
before the workshop started. When some people
got stuck with this, we tried to help them as well.

Regarding the software, we mentioned Mastodon,
which is a popular alternative social media
software. To be more specific, the workshop was
based on a special version of the software, called
Hometown. Hometown is a modified version of
Mastodon which has some additional community-
oriented features. It is developed and maintained
by Darius Kazemi, an artist and developer who
created the Hometown modification as part of a
Mozilla fellowship. During that fellowship, he also
wrote “How to run a small social network for your
friends™. This is where the name of our workshop
derives from, both as a tribute, a comment (the
important distinction between the for and with)
and an apt description of the workshop content.
Furthermore, we introduced the option of
participating groups not installing a server
themselves, but instead having one managed by a
hosting company. Somewhat surprisingly, no
group went for this option. These considerations
for the workshop format made their way into the
call for participations.®

4. How to run a small social network for your friends. Available at: https://runyourown.social.

5. Read the open call here: https://txt.lurk.org/how-to-run-a-small-social-networking-site/.
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Who Joined?

Considering that the call was circulating right
before and during the latest upheaval involving
Twitter and Elon Musk, the Western oligarch who
eventually managed to buy the platform, we got an
overwhelming response. It was difficult to choose
from the many applications. In the end, we settled
for those which answered the questions in the call,
represented a group, seemed serious and
committed to the work, and most importantly we
privileged those who did not have institutional
support.

The final list of participants included
representatives from the following nine groups:

hypha collective, “an initiative in Bucharest,
Romania that aims to coagulate discussions
around eco-feminist, hacktivist, and autonomous
possibilities of software actualisations and
embodiments”. hypha is one of the partners of the
ATNOFS project.

Feminist Hack Meetings (FHM), “a project that
wants to support a safe, inclusive community of
people who are typically discriminated against in
the technology sector. As a group, we like to work
with free / open source tools.” FHM members are
based both in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, and in
Athens, Greece, and create activities in both cities.
FHM is one of the partners of the ATNOFS
project.

Dot Dot Dot User Group, an upstart group of four
artists and their network “who share interests in
Net, Sound, Feminism, Tech etc. and [... ] are
located in Seoul, South Korea.”

Enby Social Club, “a discord group for non-binary
(and other trans individuals)” in Michigan, USA.

MayFirst Movement Technology, “a cooperative
of US and Mexican social activists that provide
secure tech services including web hosting, video
conferencing, email, database, collaborative
editing, and discussion forum services with free,
libre and open source software, and supports
political awareness within [their] movements
about the uses and abuses of digital technology
through workshops, presentations and
participation in conferences.”

Data Coop, “a volunteer-driven consumer
cooperative data.coop based in Copenhagen,
Denmark. Collectively [they] own two physical
servers and run a number of services on them. The
goal of the association is to collectively run digital
infrastructure for [their] members with focus on
privacy protection, encryption, decentralisation
and zero-knowledge, and to further these goals
and help other data cooperatives getting started.”

Organization for Ethical Source, as represented
by media scholar Robert Gehl, OES is “an NGO
that makes and promotes the Hippocratic
License.”

Minadora® server collective, a collaboration
between three practitioners of the cultural scene
in Tiblisi, involved in queer activism and cultural
production in the city. The goal of the collective is
to build up emancipatory tools / platforms in
Georgia, for artists, particularly women and queer
folks.

Varia, a space for developing collective approaches
to everyday technology. Varia members joined as
part of the ATNOFS project, not necessarily to
host their own instance.

Workshop Program

The workshop was conducted hybridly, meaning
both online and in-person in Varia. This permitted
some flexibility given the international and
diverse group of participants. Joining in person
were three representatives of the Minadora server
collective, Varia members, members of FHM, a
representative of hypha, Robert Gehl and the
workshop facilitators. No one cancelled their
participation last minute — an ever present risk
with free-to-participants workshops — another
testament of the commitment of the group.

The workshop was structured over two days, from
12:00 t0 18:00, to accommodate for the extreme
difference in timezones. This compromise allowed
for those in USA to only start at 06:00 and those in
Seoul to end only at 01:00. The six hours of each
workshop days were divided into forty five minute
thematic blocks followed by a fifteen minute break
and with a one hour break in the middle of the day:.

In practice, we chose for a well structured and
didactic approach given the density of material to
cover. We were very strict with our frequently
planned small and larger breaks, to make sure the

6. Named after Minadora Orjonikidze.
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hybrid situation of dealing with both remote and
local participants would not be too exhausting.
This provided a humane and enjoyable tempo for

all.
Friday, 13th May

12:00 Block1- Introductions

12:45  Break

13:00 Block 2 - Where are we? The Fediverse

13:45  Break

14:00 Block 3 - How is the software different?

14:45  Break

16:00 Block 4 - Thinking in inclusions &
exclusions + scale

16:45  Break

17:00  Block 5 - Discussion and review about
response to Block 4
Saturday, 14th May

12:00 Block 6 - Money + resources and how to
use them

12:45  Break

13:00 Block 7 - Defining expectations and
norms: Codes of Conduct, Terms of
Service and Privacy Statements

13:45  Break

14:00 Block 8 - Governance, moderation and
hosting: CoC, ToS and Privacy
Statements in action

14:45  Break

16:00 Block 9 - Maps and diagrams: visualising
infrastructures, workflows, resources
and interdependencies

16:45  Break

17:00  Block 10 - Final presentations
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Block Reviews

The following text provides an overview of each
block and an anonimised highlight of the
discussions we had along the way in the form of a
Q&A. We are also providing the prompts used for
the blocks in which the participants were asked to
reflect in small groups, as a means to help think
about all the things that need to be considered
when running an instance.

To make things practical, we split into groups for
smaller discussions to happen:

® Group 1: Sergiu (hypha) & Rob (Organization for
Ethical Source [OES])

® Group 2: Dorian (Enby Social Club) & Dave
(MayFirst Movement Technology)

® Group 3: Wonjung & Dooho (Dot Dot Dot User
Group)

® Group 4: Tekla, Mika & Nona (Minadora server
collective)

® Group 5: Artemis, Mara & Aggeliki (FHM)
® Group 6: Balder & Reynir (Data Coop)

® Group 7: Roel (LURK), Lidia (LURK), Aymeric
(LURK), Manetta (Varia) & Marloes

Day 1
Introductions

We started the day with an introduction, during
which we informed participants about the content
of the two days ahead, how we would work and
what they could expect. Furthermore, we laid
some groundwork by situating ourselves and
contextualising the workshop, both within the
ATNOFS project and within Varia.

Itwas also in this block that we introduced the pad
structure, in which we would be taking notes and
documenting the workshop.

Lastly, we alerted participants to the existence of a
Code of Conduct, namely that of Varia, which
would apply to both physical and digital spaces,
and collected their consent for photographic and
written documentation.

Where Are We? The
Fediverse

Summary

The second block focused on giving an overview of
the Fediverse as a different paradigm of social
media, contrasting it with corporate social
networking platforms such as Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, etc. Such a different paradigm allowed
us to unpack and reconsider principles that are
usually taken for granted: what does it do, how
does it run, what is the economic model, what
applications are used, who is it for, how to best use
it, agency, etc. In addition, the second block
provided a critical account of what and who is
already part of the Fediverse. We also discussed
matters of privacy and the importance of trust
within this context. Finally, we introduced the
relationship between the different instances and
diverse software applications which constitute the
Fediverse, including Hometown. In order to
discuss the latter, we introduced its origins, its
aims and its most important features, namely the
possibility to post local-only messages, a feature
which creates a space for community formation
that seems to be lacking in other social media
platforms.

direct
messages on the
fediverse are
readable by admins

direct
messages on commercial
social
media are also
readable by admins

direct messages
on commercial
social media AND
the fediverse
are readable by admins

ot

Meme by Cristina Cochior
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Group Discussion

Q: How do mapping projects such as
https://fediverse.space interact with consent?

A: They do not really interact, but there is also a
distinction with scraping content for mapping.
Furthermore, these projects tend not to map very
small providers as a way to respect privacy and
generally allow opting-out. This also points to the
fact that, within the Fediverse, it is relatively
common to discuss cultural norms about what
kind of stuff is acceptable or not within the
communities that form the network.

Q: Is ‘no to scraping’ possible on a server level? Via
the robots.txt file?

A: ‘No to scraping’ is configurable but it isn't
widely enforced, or even truly possible unless an
instance is fully private and not federated. It is
however common that anyone who admits they are
scraping, or are seen scraping, are called out by
Fediverse users and asked to stop. At the very
least, scraping is looked down upon by them.
However, as new users join — including
journalists and academics — they may not
recognise this cultural prohibition or even
understand why it is an issue, as this represents
yet another sample or population to study. We can
only assume this will become increasingly
problematic if the Fediverse becomes more
popular and visible.

Q: Are blocking lists between servers also shared?
A: The #fediblock hashtag is a way for people to
spread news about instances they block which are
considered unsuitable to their community.
Nonetheless, this hashtag can contain false
positives and has also been used to smear others
during conflicts. It is best to use your own
judgement rather than to copy from a hashtagor a
list. In general, blocklists are pretty controversial:
developers think blocklists will lead to abuse. In
contrast, people concerned about safety are trying
to implement shareable blocklists. There is an
interesting paper that looks into the subtleties of
blocklists by Jhaver, Ghoshal, Bruckan and
Gilbert.” At time of writing, shareable block lists
are being discussed as a future feature, which will
add another layer of complexity and messiness.

Q: In a federated environment with several web
applications of different kinds which are
interconnected, you can never really know how
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your message will show up on the other side. How
to deal with that?

A:Youdon't. For alot of the messages it's really
clear, because many clients use a Twitter-like
interface. But different servers can make changes,
such as forcing their users to make posts with
fewer characters, while others will allow the
posting of very lengthy posts. The federation of
different systems also means that public posts can
end up as comments in someone’s blog, but this is
not necessarily an example of good practice.
Besides, some software like Pixelfed, an
Instagram inspired platform, will emphasize
images; however, if you render those posts on a
regular Mastodon client it might look radically
different (and vice versa). More generally, every
server has its own view of the Fediverse! You
might not be able to connect to a friend because
your admin has blocked their provider for bad
behaviour in the past. This happens because each
instance has their own policies / Code of Conduct,
and these range from highly moderated safe
spaces to free speech, absolutist troll nests.

How Is the Software
Different?

Summary

The third block of the workshop looked more
closely at the interface features of Mastodon /
Hometown in order to discuss their differences in
relation to non-federated social media. We
introduced features such as posting (aka tooting),
following (both local and remote users),
favouriting, filtering, boosting and interacting
with different federated software applications
(Pixelfed, Peertube, etc.). Furthermore, and in
connection with posting, we discussed options
such as different visibility settings and content
warnings. Not only did we provide a more
theoretical introduction to these topics, we
engaged with them through hands-on exercises in
which participants could follow each other and
interact with posts across different software
projects on the Fediverse.

Group Discussion

Q: How do hashtags interact with the federated
nature of these platforms?
A: As you follow more people, and as your

7. Jhaver, Shagun, Sucheta Ghoshal, Amy Bruckman, and Eric Gilbert. “Online Harassment and Content Moderation.” ACM Transactions
on Computer-Human Interaction 25, no. 2 (2018): 1-33. https://doi.org/10.1145/3185593.
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instance’s network grows, more and more posts
will show up when you search for hashtags. There
is no “total” view of the network.

Q: How do other servers get connected to your
server?

A: When you interact with accounts on other
servers, your server becomes aware of that
connection. This is a bi-directional relationship.

Thinking in Inclusions
X Exclusions X Scale

Summary

Block four asked who the server is and isn't for. To
set the ground for Block four, we gave an overview
of post.lurk.org’s history and composition up to
now, a community made up of three roughly
overlapping groups of cultural practitioners:
algoravers and live coders, artists and academics
working with net culture or net.art, and graphic
designers working with free software tools. This
allowed us to introduce topics such as recruitment
(from friend-of-a-friend tactics to guerilla
flyering), scale, and community diversity.

Although there are a few limitations for joining

post.lurk.org (such as, applicants preferably have a

creative practice), opting for a relatively arbitrary
“door policy” often makes it difficult for the
moderation team to make decisions, and may aid
with the creation of certain imbalances within the
community (such as gender). Defining who can
make accounts and how thus greatly influences
the need for moderation work, the workload it
involves and the culture created. Hence, sharing
these experiences and comparing their outcomes
to other Mastodon instances, such as
mastodon.social, where everyone is welcome
except blatant Nazis. Another example,
queer.haus, only interconnects with two or three
other servers that are related to the Berlin queer
scene or are fully trusted. These examples laid the
ground for introducing some prompts for the
participants to reflect on.

Discussion Prompts

® Torwhom is this instance meant?

® Who is not welcome? Think not only broadly (no
racists) but more subtly (your friendly but quite
boring colleagues)

® You know your crowd the best: to what extent
does this need to be a sheltered or a hyper-
connected space?

® Should people mostly talk to each otheras a

community, or should they be individuals
grouped together who each talk to an “audience”
(Twitter-like)? How do you facilitate that?

® How will you recruit new people? How much

time do you spend introducing newcomers?

® Areyouokwith institutional and /or

promotional accounts? Are you ok with
automated posts? How does that decision affect
the (community) experience you are trying to
build?

® What size server are you planning for? Your
immediate friends? Your association? Your co-
workers? Your association and some others?
Your city?

Discussion and Review
of Responses to Block
4

During Block five, several topics came up, but two
are worth highlighting:

Concerning activist practices

Building a local activist community is difficult,
and some participants wondered if Mastodon was
suitable for that. Mastodon in general doesn't fit
every use. Maximum reach can be at odds with
privacy concerns, for example. Specially if the
community is of an activist or political nature
general security considerations come into play, for
example: are people using their real name to
discuss sensitive topics?

It is unknown if there has been any serious
analysis of how Mastodon holds up to attacks.
Furthermore, the creation of Mastodon instances
during the incidents with the elections in
Catalonia a few years back (2018) has, in fact,
created a completely open directory of people
doing activist work. Easy to scrape, it facilitates
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the task of profiling people and networks. While it
was positive that the instances were easy to
quickly deploy and impossible to take down, it
created a potentially massive security risk. In that
respect, old school indymedia networks were
much more secure, careful and aware of risks.
Nonetheless, depending on your threat model,
Mastodon could be suitable.

On choosing Hometown (instead of Mastodon)

The biggest advantage of Hometown, by far, is the
possibility to do local only posting, which is not
possible in vanilla Mastodon; this means you can
utilise your instance for group discussions with
only your members. This could also partly echo
some concerns regarding privacy and surveillance
sketched above.

Hometown has minimal changes from vanilla
Mastodon, meaning that maintenance of the fork
is very simple. Of course, choosing a fork is a big
decision because new / added / altered features
may not work well across the Fediverse and
between various clients (such as, local posting is
not well supported by mobile clients).
Furthermore, if the maintainer of the fork stops
maintaining it, you might be stuck with something
difficult to migrate away from.

Day 2

Money / Resources
and How to Use Them

We started the second day of the workshop with
Block six, which aimed at highlighting the fact
that setting up a Hometown / Mastodon server
requires not only resources and personal energy,
but also costs money. Thus, it is important to take
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this into account and to find a model that works for
the specific local context in order to keep hosting
sustainable and future-proof.

To illustrate these points, this section introduced
a history of public arts funding in Europe for the
development of digital infrastructure as a
background for LURK. It also introduced the
notion that because of our interests, skills, and
backgrounds it was easier for us to get started
with hosting. For example, LURK benefits from
having some of its computing infrastructure
donated by friendly associations / companies. At
the same time, the team has other weaknesses
and blindspots. Here, we briefly touched upon task
division and the risks of burnout when performing
this type of, mostly, highly unstructured labour.
On arather sobering note, it was proposed that the
question now is not whether post.lurk was going
to crash and burn, but rather when.

Finally, we described different funding models,
and how, after nearly four years of operation,
LURK started its own crowdfunding model to
sustain the cost of labour specifically, as we
currently have no server costs. This financial
structure is supported by Open Collective, a
platform that facilitates fundraising, fiscal
hosting and legal status for grassroots
organisations.

Last but not least, we briefly discussed the
environmental concerns linked to hosting an
alternative social media software. LURK
purposefully chose to work with a service
advertised as green for our instance, but we are not
naive that this is far from being so simple. Green
IT does not exist. More practically though, we try
to be very careful when it comes to optimising our
servers, and take pleasure in working under
constraints, recycled hardware and old machines
in general. We have no desire to scale LURK
without consideration on the footprint
consequences. This is has an impact on choices we
are making presently, and also future, for instance
with a current discussion we have regarding our
desire not to provide infinite storage and infinite
account numbers.

Discussion Prompts

® Who is the team?

® What are the resources / strengths in the team?
Who is enthusiastic? Who is a good
communicator? Who is technically very
proficient? Who is a good fixer? Who has a lot of
money? Who has a lot of time?
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® Which resource is the most scarce? (time,
money, computation, bandwidth, etc.)

® Who can take over if the one doing the task
really can't or doesn't feel like it?

® How are things paid? Which things are paid
(i.e. what are your priorities)? What rate?

® How much work are you willing and realistically
able to put in?

®* How do you take care of the ecological footprint?
(computational limits, recycled repurpose
hardware, so-called green datacentre)

Note: as we had planned to look into server
infrastructure mapping later, for these questions
we wanted to focus solely on resources (machinic,
humans) and financial / environmental / labour
sustainability considerations and ethics.

Texts about
Expectations and
Norms

In Block seven we discussed norm and
expectation setting documents, such as the Code
of Conduct, Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.
These are three important documents for the
administration / moderation team and the people
on the server that help establish and understand;
expected and prohibited behaviour, the conditions
for using the server and finally, how privacy is
impacted by using the service. In particular, we
stressed how these should both reflect the
capacities and capabilities of the group and the
threats faced by the group. In this, it was
introduced how LURK's documents came about,
their conscious development, albeit rather
haphazardly and responding to specific incidents,
only took place after four years of LURK services
being online and half a year after post.lurk.org saw
the light of day. Finally, we shared examples of
documents from other instances, organisations
and events, namely Varia's, Libre Graphics
Meeting’s and Merveilles.town Codes of Conduct
and QueerHaus's and Mastodon.social’s Terms of
Service. It was a great block to discuss digital
paperwork :)

Discussion Prompts and
Assignments

® Doesyour group have already established
norms and guiding documents that you could
rely on?

® What kind of behaviour do you want to see?

® What kind of behaviour do you not want to see?

® How do you take the first step to ensure that you

are creating a space where your community feels
safe? What safeguards should be put in place?

®* How do you take the different relations of power

within your own community into account when
writing these documents?

® Which things are you promising, and do you

have the resources to make good on those
promises?

® Lookback on block four & six and modify the

above accordingly.

Write a first draft of these:

- CoC (what behaviour do we want to see in the
community, what behaviour do you not?)

- ToS (what can you expect of the service / server,
what not?)

- Privacy Statement (how do you deal with your
users’ data, from analytics to retention and
tracking?)

Governance,
Moderation and
Hosting: CoC, ToS and
Privacy Statements in
Action

Summary

Block eight focused on putting the documents
discussed in Block seven into practice, as these
should be evolving and actively enacted to be
effective. The block discussed questions of
governance, work distribution, procedures for
moderation and for making decisions, etc.
Specifically in terms of governance, while it might
be seductive to go for a democratic consensus-
governance model, this can also be arisk when it
comes to starting out and establishing the space if
the group doesn’'t have enough capacity. In order
to highlight this, we introduced an honest
description of LURK's governance model as an
“impulsive and time-constrained benevolent
eurocentric oligarcho-do-ocracy”. Deconstructing
what this means: our governance model is
impulsive because scratching itches / personal
enjoyment are the main motivators for work on
LURK. Time-constrained because everything is
done whenever the administrators / moderators
find free time to work on the server; TODOs tend
to span months, unless they happen to be
scratching someone’s itch. Benevolent, as we like
to consider ourselves well-intended, and are
willing to listen, learn and do best efforts given our
constraints. Eurocentric, as the entire team is in
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one timezone, concentrated on four to five
languages, and culturally homogenous. Oligarchy,
as the governance structure consists of a small
cabal (a conspirational group) which makes
executive decisions. A do-ocracy, because
decisions are made primarily by people acting on
something. Moderation decisions such as
accepting new people to the server, banning other
servers etc., tweaking the technical configuration
are often just “done” by those within the oligarchy
without prior discussion. Only very difficult
situations, non-trivial technical issues, or really
large decisions are actively discussed in the
oligarchy. All of that does not imply that we
haven't, for example, solicited input and feedback
on things such as the Terms of Service to the
larger LURK .org userbase.

On a less exciting note, running LURK also means
that we frequently run into time zone issues, have
been harassed on our personal accounts by
blocked users, etc. In order to help solve some of
these, and to support each other with dealing with
problematic situations, we created an extended
moderator group for one of our services, XMPP,
and for one particularly difficult chatroom on this
service, we set up a system where users joining the
group don't have voice by default. While in theory
this is not ideal, in practice this is what has
worked for LURK.

Finally, we discussed that, when setting up our
donation system, it was of the utmost importance
for us to keep track of the time we put into
moderation work, for which it was necessary to
have a clear overview of the exact tasks which
qualify as such.

Group Discussion

Q: Does the invite policy lead to a disjointed
community within LURK?

A: It worked really well for a long time, where we
mostly invited friends and friends of friends.
However, with the latest influx from Twitter, it
became more tricky. We ran into timezone
problems: suddenly twenty new people join. What
if two hundred people suddenly join: how will we
manage it? Thus, we decided to close it down for a
while. However, people in the wider LURK
network could still ping the administrators/
moderators for an account. In the end, it's about
speed. How quickly do people join and get
accustomed to how things work on LURK? We
want to avoid people joining and simply using it
the same way they used Twitter. The more you
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open it, the more chance for good as well as bad
encounters, so it is quite important to think this
through.

At the time of writing this chapter in November
2022 and as post-scriptum to the above: with the
current wave of new users coming after Elon Musk
became the new CEO of Twitter, we have decided
to limit the LURK instance to six hundred and
sixty six (666) accounts, and not take anyone new.
Regardless if seen from a moderation point of
view, a resource issue, or the desire to keep the
community at relatively human-scale, it all points
to deciding to stop scaling up for the foreseeable
future. We will, however, free some space by
deleting never-ever-used accounts, allowing a few
new people to join from time to time.

Discussion Prompts

® How are your CoC and ToS accommodated

proactively / preventatively?

® How is the CoC enforced? Who does that?

® Who are admins, who are mods? How are they

reachable?

® How doyou assist each other with grey / vague

issues regarding moderation?

® Isthere agroup account for mod / admin or

individual accounts?

® How is the place governed in theory? How is it in

practice?

® How explicit can you be, or do you want to be,

about how things are enforced and directed?
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Maps and Diagrams:
Visualising
Infrastructures,
Workflows, Resources
and Interdependencies

Summary

Block nine drew from several visualisations of
resources and workflows we made for lurk.org.

This map (Fig. 1) is essentially an inventory of
services, machines and their situation. It shows
how, for example, the server infrastructure of
LURK is an assembly of old machines running in a
university, donated virtual servers and servers
maintained by other cultural collectives. It also
shows that some machines are exclusive to LURK,
while others are shared with other collectives and
groups. While a constant source of frustration, a
reliable back-up system is an absolute must-have.

Another aspect to consider regarding the
federation, is the strong discrepancy between the
cultural diversity of instance hosting and their
communities, and the diversity of the hosting
infrastructure. The https://fediverse.observer/
map notably shows that the biggest chunk of
Fediverse hosting is located in datacentres across
Europe, followed by USA, which in turn is followed
by Japan. More generally, when you are running
an instance, what kind of infrastructure are you
going to be engaging with? It varies from self-
hosting at home to going to the cheapest option
you can find online, regardless of their impact on
the planet, their politics or judicial conditions.

Mapping can also be used to show the governance
structure (the impulse, time-constrained nature,
etc.) and how decisions are made. It can also be
used to summarise the underlying economic
model that allows the instance to remain
sustainable in the long term.

Following this, participants were asked to take the
input of the last two days to sketch out their
situation, once again using LURK's own diagrams
as an example.

Assignment

Final exercise, make three maps /diagrams to
synthesise:

® computer/net infrastructure
® money/resources flowchart

® Moderation /maintenance /admin workflow
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Final Presentations

For the very last session, we asked the
participants to make use of all the pads/
documents, maps and diagrams they produced
during the two days and put together a small
presentation about what their group has been
working on in relation to:

1. CoC/ToS /Privacy Statement
2. Infrastructure

3. Resources

4. Moderation

Next to the presentations, we were able to use this
as one last opportunity to discuss things that did

not quite fit in the final presentation format. For
instance, we discussed:

® the necessity of some organisations to align

with software platforms that match their ethical

agenda;
¢ the problem of access to technical
documentation and resources for groups

situated in environments where English is not

used easily, if at all;

® the scale of the platform and its impact on the
kind of conversation it generates;

* the regional specificities of access to cultural
funding or the possibility to crowdfund such a
project;

¢ the challenge to preserve the dynamics of very

small collectives once it interfaces constantly

with a much broader network, and if federation

limited to a handful of other like-minded
instances can help preserve such dynamics;

® the problem of availability across different
timezones; the difficulty of a right process to
onboard new people, specially when the space
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has been carefully crafting specific CoC / ToS /
Privacy statements;

the hierarchy between admins, mods, and users
and whether or not any alternative governance
is possible when so many assumptions are
already hardcoded into Mastodon;

the emotional labour and work of care of
moderation and facilitation that cannot be
reduced to a technical fix, content flagging,
editing;

the problem for activists to organise and
communicate more and more via mainstream
social media, whether there is any actual true
alternative, and why this is not addressed more
widely with the exception of some groups and
services like Riseup and similar efforts;

how to properly classifiy the different kinds of
labour taking place in running an alternative
social media;

how the non-capitalist modes of organisation
and production based on mutual support get
impacted by the increasing needs to make such
projects financially sustainable to avoid burnout
and instability within communities;

the tension between federation as networked
load-balancing, and federation as a project of
cultural diversity;

the potential of reinventing social media seen by
some as a last attempt to figure out if there is
any value in such type of software.
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Whervre Is
Everyone
Now?

Where do the participants and their servers stand
after half a year of the workshop taking place?

We approached all participants to discuss this
with us. While not everyone was able to get back to
us in time, we gathered enough feedback to
provide some useful insights and afterthoughts in
relation to what the workshop brought to the
group. Below is an edited summary of our follow-
up discussions with them.

FHM used Systerserver’'s
https://systerserver.town/about, a pre-existing
community of cyberfeminists. It has been in use
since, even if it is not a Hometown instance.
Additionally, after the FHM ATNOFS session in
Athens, they met and connected with a local Greek
feminist group, Kamia Anohi®®, who needs
support in installing a Mastodon instance aimed
mostly at reporting violence against women in
Greece. FHM will support them during that
process, giving them another chance to revisit the
outcomes of the workshop and potentially install
the Hometown fork.

FHM joined our workshop with an interest to
discuss alternative social media and technologies
from a feminist perspective. According to them, in
the Greek art and activist scene most feminist and
grassroots initiatives rely on corporate social
media in order to reach out, making them more
vulnerable to harassment and unable to control
important aspects of governance and moderation
of their online communities. FHM was specifically
interested in joining to develop their Code of
Conduct, not only for their Mastodon instance, but
also for the rest of their online community
infrastructure. By learning more of LURK'S
Mastodon moderation strategies and getting an
insight into costs and energy required for
maintenance, they hoped to acquire necessary
knowledges to eventually expand their user base.
FHM found the discussion prompts asked in each
block particularly useful. These questions helped
them revisit their organisational models and work

towards future developments. The discussion
prompts were also shared with their feminist
sysadmin’s mailing lists and used in a workshop
during the TransH@ckFeminist convergence last
August. However, FHM stated that, in practical
terms, their rules and moderation policies have
not changed since the workshop. The limiting
factor in this has been the size of the Systerserver
network and the governance structure it currently
has. This makes taking these types of decisions a
slow process that requires much communication
before agreement is found and action can be taken.
FHM realised the significance of having more
clarity about who manages, moderates and
maintains their Mastodon instance as a result.

DDDUG used https://toot.dddug.in/about. During
a conversation looking back on their experience of
the workshop, the DDDUG members Dooho and
Wonjung mentioned they kept their instance
purposefully small. There were several reasons for
this: first, the group had not had much time to
work together since the workshop. Second, they
were keen on only letting people join whom they
knew in person. They mentioned this makes it
easier to maintain and easier to introduce to
newcomers. However, there was also a technical
constraint, as DDDUG is hosted on a small
machine on a residential network in Seoul. While
it works for now, they mentioned it is not allowed
to self-host with their ISP and they are also having
trouble setting up email which means that
registering accounts needs to be done together.
Thus, right now, the instance is kept alive but
small and on unstable ground, while the members
wait for a good artistic opportunity to activate
both DDDUG and the instance. Dooho mentioned
the workshop and their Hometown server were a
good way “in” to what they believed is an exciting
network of artistic and hacking practices. Thus,
they follow others actively through the Fediverse.
Wonjung mentioned that when using Hometown
to share things she had a better sense of who she
connected to, as opposed to Instagram which felt
more anonymous. Finally, there was an interest to
look at customising and using Pixelfed!® as the
possibility to work with a platform designed for
sharing visual content primarily felt more exciting
to them than Hometown did.

hypha, a group who focuses on the multiple
aspects in which technology impacts social and
political life joined the workshop because they

8. Kapia Avoyiy's Facebook account htrps://www.facebook.com/KamiaAnohi/.
9. Kapta Avoyn's Twitter account https://twitter.com/kamiaanohi?lang=en.

10. Pixelfed https://pixelfed.org/.
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https://toot.dddug.in/about
https://www.facebook.com/KamiaAnohi/
https://twitter.com/kamiaanohi?lang=en
https://pixelfed.org/
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were interested in the possibility of hosting a
Mastodon instance to connect local activists and
leftist groups across Romania. After the
workshop, they realised the group isnotyetina
stage where it can take the responsibility of
hosting a Mastodon instance. They are not,
however, discouraged, but rather realise this is a
serious endeavour and the timing is not yet quite
right. In their email conversation with us, hypha
stated they will use the guidelines and notes
collected during the workshop (especially the Code
of Conduct) when the time comes, to create their
own instance.

Organization for Ethical Source was represented
by media researcher and OES member Rob Gehl,
who wrote a report on the workshop for the board
of OES. At the time, OES was having discussions
on what their social media strategy should be and
Gehl wished to make a case for social media that
aligned with the values of OES. In this report, he
lauded the questions raised during the workshop,
specifically those concerning resources and
moderation. He recommended OES to work
through the questions and set up their own
Mastodon / Hometown server. However, wary of
additional system administration and moderation
labour, the organisation did not follow this
recommendation. Nonetheless, Gehl mentioned
that the workshop was beneficial in another way,
as he plans to re-use much of it for similar
workshops for NGOs in North America. The
feedback also turned out very relevant to introduce
the Fediverse to the Association of Internet
Researchers, an academic association dedicated
to the advancement of the cross-disciplinary field
of Internet Studies.

Months prior to the LURK workshop, the
Minadora server collective came together with
the intention to form a feminist server collective
engaged in the development of emancipatory tools
/ platforms for artists in Georgia, particularly
women and queer folks. Upon learning that the
LURK workshop would be taking place, the
collective was excited to join with the expectation
to learn more about different approaches of
hosting an instance and gathering a more
comprehensive overview of the platform.
Reflecting on the workshop, the collective
indicated an appreciation for its accessibility and
its focus on sharing personal experiences of the
LURK team, particularly the challenges and
frustrations faced during their time hosting
post.lurk.org. This allowed for a more realistic
understanding of the possibilities of hosting their
own instance. Furthermore, regarding the rules
and moderation policies, the Minadora collective
stated that the LURK workshop greatly impacted
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them in their thinking about these topics,
providing a set of guidelines to tackle the
development of these documents. While they shut
down their experimental server set up for the
workshop, in their email response the collective
stated their intention to slowly continue engaging
with the topic, aiming to set another instance up
based on the insights drawn from the workshop.
Since our exchange with Minadora, we have seen
this instance go live. The Minadora collective has
networked with the other participants of ATNOFS,
specifically mur.at and Systerserver, to build out
their digital infrastructure and create an affinity
network.
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Concluding
Thoughts

Between the lines of the responses that we got,
and the ones we did not get, it can be read that it
remains very challenging to set up and maintain
an instance. The groups who joined the workshop
with an already established server had an easier
time to keep it going afterwards. Surprisingly, one
of the particular challenges that was raised in two
separate conversations was that, while it was
doable to install the Hometown / Mastodon server,
the real challenge was in getting email working.
The dependency of Mastodon on having email to
set up accounts thus became a bottleneck. While
not excessively difficult to install by itself,
Mastodon makes of course many assumptions
about the Linux / BSD knowledges required to
make an instance fully operational, in relation to
other software components of the operating
system, including a working email server. These
knowledges becomes even more necessary when
the instance requires fine tuning and
optimisations to operate under heavier load and
network constraints. On a more positive note, this
challenge also sketches the benefits, and the urge
to rethink network solidarity and decentralisation,
from a cooperative perspective where not every
collective would need to deploy and maintain
everything on their own. As mentioned earlier,
LURK is already doing that partly, both relying on
the infrastructure of others for some services, but
also lending its own services to others (including
access to our email server!).

Regardless, and as seen at time of writing with the
current influx of new users on the Fediverse
following the take over of Twitter by Elon Musk,
the real hard challenges are not technical. They
are the facilitation and organisation of a
community; the clash of expectations between
providing a relatively safe discursive space and the
normalisation of toxic behaviours learned from
mainstream social media, the deployment of a
moderation strategy and, of course, financial
support to make all this happen (especially when
some public instances can grow ten times bigger
within a couple of days). While we believe that the
workshop was able to signpost the road ahead,
and tried to prepare everyone as much as possible
for a safe journey, the journey still remains to
happen and it is easier said than done.

This is why, for future iterations of this workshop,
we would like to focus more keenly on the
afterglow: what remains when the workshop is
over? How can we facilitate the post-workshop
experience and keep the energies going? While we
set up the mailing list with this purpose in mind, it
has not been used as such ever since. A reflection
point therefore is whether the workshop can be
structured differently to promote these future
conversations or whether this reaches beyond our
sphere of influence. More specifically, and looping
back to a remark introduced earlier in this text, it
could also very well be that the workshop as a
model of dissemination and learning for this
particular situation is in fact simply not a good fit,
specially when so many elements require care in
preparation, and time for fermenting and sharing.
We are still thinking about this...

All that being said, and as one participant
reminded everyone, even in the situation where
things do not quite turn out as planned, there is
still potentially much fun to be had in the process
of trying to run a social media platform with
friends. So, what are you waiting for?

P.S. Everything is amazing and the world is a
beautiful glittery thing.
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We are an insert [modelling] the
administrative, operative and
economic flows which circulate in
the Traversal Network of
Feminist Servers.

Graz, Schell Collection

These graphs* were compiled by ooooo through
conversations with people from each of the
participating partners and close network on how
they organise themselves financially,
administratively and infrastructurally.?

1. Available online at: https://www.00000.be/etherhtml/e2h.php?link=https://pad.constantvzw.org/p/atnofs-insert.
2. Modifying https://totalism.org/glia-graph system & graph template developed by CHT/Totalism.org hosted on https://www.00000.be.
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Systerserver

https:/systerserver.net/

Systerserver was launched in early 2000 by the
Rotterdam based group, Genderchangers®. They
collectively organised networked performances,
installations and workshops. Together they
decided to setup and configure a feminist server
for its network of feminist, queer and
antipatriarchal folks. The Systerserver is run by
using free, open source software. It acts as a place
to learn system administration skills, host
services and inspire others to do the same.

Bologna, Eclectic Tech Carnival

3. Genderchangers https://genderchangers.org/index.html.
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mur.at

https:y/mur.at/

mur.at is an association based in Graz, that
operates a server farm which enables the
networking of a wide variety of art and cultural
initiatives. The network is a virtual, expanding
open source platform for art and culture creators
from diverse fields, to develop and promote net

culture.
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Varia

https:/varia.zone

Varia is a Rotterdam based initiative, which
started in 2017 from the need to open up their
members’ practices and organise ad-hoc public or
semi-public moments among different
configurations; at its core it aims at developing
critical understandings of the technologies that
surround us. Varia experiments with tools for
building physical and digital infrastructures ina
collective way:. Rotterdam, Varia
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Constant

https:/constantvzw.org

Constant is a non-profit organisation based in
Brussels since 1997 and active in the fields of art,
media and technology. Constant develops,
investigates, supports and experiments. Constant
learns from/engages with/practices from within
feminisms. Constant is inspired by the principles
of copyleft, free/libre + open source software while
formulating its own critique towards it.
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Introduction

esc medien kunst labor (mkl) is an art initiative, a
cultural organisation and exhibition space based
in the city centre of Graz, Austria. While its main
task is the production of art, it also puts emphasis
on the observation and capturing of artistic
processes. The artistic activities of esc mkl are
determined by the fact that art is understood as a
subsystem of social and societal reality. As a hub
for the exchange of ideas, esc mkl serves to
network between artists, scientists, theorists and
many more while also providing infrastructure,
technical support and advice. Furthermore,
exhibitions contribute to the public awareness for
art and promotes artists.

Besides art, feminism is also a key subject in the
activities of esc mkl. Early on, esc mkl focused on
the emancipatory effect of education and
organised introductory workshops, especially for
FLINTA*'. A central motive was the joint
acquisition of knowledge, which encourages
independence and self-reliance.

The ATNOFS project and esc mKkl not only share a
common philosophy, but they are also deeply
embedded in a network of like-minded initiatives.
The close relationships to projects like mur.at, Art
Meets Radical Openness (AMRO), Constant and
Eclectic Tech Carnival (/ETC) help to organise
international events and encourage a constant
exchange of information.

Feminist
Activities
Like many other initiatives, esc mkl is a product of

the 1990s: the political situation in Europe is
diverse and open to change. The internet is in its

infancy and free software initiatives are emerging.

The digital world is still an unobstructed space - a
potentially free space that can be designed and
used according to one's own ideas, for everyone
and at any time. Without artificially erected
borders or guidelines, without commercial goals.
This boundless, chaotic environment, accessible
to many, was the perfect breeding ground for
creativity. This free use of technology has shaped
the philosophy of esc mkl.
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esc mkl was among the first organisations to have
its own website and email service. Email was a
central tool, especially in this early phase of the
internet, and as an independent international
Standard it harmonises perfectly with esc mkI’s
ideology.

Similar movements were forming elsewhere in
Europe. In 2001, for example, the feminist hacker
group GenderChanger Academy (GCA) began
collaborating with the ASCII Hacklab in
Amsterdam to organise hardware workshops in
which computers were disassembled and
reassembled together. With the initiative of the
participants, /ETC was born, travelling from place
to place as a roving event to reach out to local
communities.

In 2005, esc mkl was the host of /ETC in Graz.
The contact was made via Marina Grzinic, a
feminist philosopher based in Ljubljana and
Vienna and a long-term collaborator with esc mKkl;
she made the personal connection between
members of /ETC and esc mkl. With the amazing
support of Nicole Pruckermayr, then working at
the IZK (Institut fiir Zeitgenodssische Kunst IZK /
Institute of Contemporary Art at the TU Graz), an
event with a diverse program of workshops and
lectures around the topics of free software,
feminism and experimentation of all kinds, took
place on the premises of the IZK. This context
offered the participants the possibility to
understand art as a means of information
exchange and to transfer this to technology — one
of the central values of esc mKkl. Since then, esc
mkl and Reni Hofmiiller have repeatedly been part
of feminist technology initiatives as a driving force
and have been able to play a significant role in
shaping the scene.

But to make such movements and events possible,
one thing is essential: infrastructure. While esc
mKkl provided a platform for artists and cultural
workers to exchange knowledges, the open
network infrastructure, which was previously
provided primarily by universities, began to
dwindle in the mid-1990s. Due to closer
involvement of the business world in the financing
of university resources, many resources became
only accessible to students and employees. Also,
the general perception of universities as a public
good was beginning to change in favour of a closed
one.

1. FLINTA" is an abbreviation which stands for (in German) Frauen, Lesben, intergeschlechtliche, nichtbinére, trans and agender.
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This was the impulse for the founding of mur.at,
an association in the same cultural context whose
goal is to bring artistic and cultural initiatives
together in a virtual space and facilitate access to
essential internet infrastructure, including the
possibility and freedom to experiment. mur.at
operates a server farm and thus provides a
network infrastructure for the local scene.
Furthermore, mur.at is committed to technology
development and the use of free software.
However, as a non-commercial, self-managed
operation, mur.at has limited financial resources
and few employees, making the service difficult to
compare with large internet corporations. But
even this does not contradict the goals of the
project: it is about contextualising and
understanding the use of resources and how to
find collaborative solutions. If something is not
working, how can I help solve this problem?

Today, more than four hundred and eighty
websites are hosted by mur.at. Small associations
as well as large events have found their web space
here and thus a dense network of net culture
creators in and outside of Austria is spun. Since
2015, it has also been the home of the
Systerserver, that was able to say goodbye to the
commercial data centre where it was hosted
before.

esc mkl has been an active participant in a network
of feminist activists from the very beginning,
which continues to grow. It will continue to
support and promote feminist activism on the net
in the future.

rosa being unpacked, sitting on their travel jacket.
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Gathering
Traversally

Contingencies

The premises of esc mkl are situated in the
historic city centre of Graz. Surrounded by art
galleries, the Palais Trautmansdorff is one of the
cultural hotspots.

The session was held in the gallery space of esc
mkl, that also hosted the exhibition PERFECT
BODY? at that time. Three large video
installations as well as a kinetic audiovisual
sculpture, an interactive online artwork and a
plaster figure of a hand inhibited the large ground
floor studio. The large windows flooded the room
with light, despite the cloudy weather.

To start, we had freshly brewed coffee together
with a small breakfast buffet. Local breads,
cheeses and spreads were served on the kitchen
counter. Participants had the opportunity to chat
and have breakfast while more and more people
arrived.

We set up the workspace with one large table in
front of the projector where it was possible for
everyone to plug in their computer and share their
screen. rosa was also connected to the internet
right at this table. This way, we were able to watch
the machine while we were working — seeing LEDs
blinking and hearing the fans power on when rosa
was working.

For discussions and talks we decided to split up
the group and let everyone decide for themselves
where they want to go, inside or outside of esc mKkI.
Many stayed outside, either sitting on the stairs
right in front of the big sliding door, or walking to
the nearby park to enjoy the fresh air.

Before each focused worksession, Reni did a body
warm-up exercise with us. We stood in an upright
position, feet about shoulder width apartina
circle. With eyes closed, we tapped our entire body,
starting with our feet and ending with our faces.
Humming softly supported the deep breathing
and warmed up the vocal chords. Finally, we
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jumped on the spot and shook the whole body,
using as many muscles as possible — the pogo
dance finale.

With a refreshed body and mind, we were then
able to get down to work in a concentrated manner.

Thematic
Perspective

esc mkl's practice is deeply rooted in the
observation of the artistic process, viewing art as a
subsystem of social and societal reality. Thus we
decided to focus this session on the context of
technology within society. We did this both
theoretically, in the form of group discussions and
speculative design, and practically, by introducing
people with varying levels of technological
expertise to the command line and sharing with
them how to work with rosa.

One aim was to foster international and
intergenerational conversations, between people
from the ATNOFS network as well as the local
community in Graz. We wanted to learn about the
different perspectives on feminism and
technology and how these changed with time, thus
we proposed a couple of questions.

®* How does technology shape communication and
how do we deal with the consequences?

® Which impact does technology have on our daily
lives?

® Does technology emancipate us?

® How do we envision the future of technology in
the context of feminism?

We then tried to take these thoughts a step further
to imagine what a far away future might look like,
using fiction to learn about our realities and what
would need to be done to achieve our utopian
visions.

Another goal was to make challenging topics, like
servers and the cloud, more accessible. Through
the tour at mur.at, these often ominous concepts
were to be demystified and thus made easier to
understand. The motto was “look, touch,
understand”. The same applies to rosa’s hardware:
in contrast to a conventional server rack, the
Raspberry Pi is light and handy; it can be taken
along, disassembled and explained clearly.

2. PERFECT BODY exhibition https://esc.mur.at/en/projekt/perfect-body.
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Facilitation
Methods

Our goal for the ATNOFS Graz session was an
open, equal conversation, where everyone could
share thoughts without pressure or fear, and to
allow everyone to be themselves while welcoming
everyone to the conversation. We wanted to
provide the opportunity to connect to new people
and therefore open up to new ideas and
perspectives. Additionally, we always encourage
collaborative working and self-initiative.

To achieve these objectives, we developed a
number of strategies:

® Shortintroductions to put more focus on
interactions rather than the personal
curriculum vitae;

® Discussions were split into groups in order to
make sharing easier. We chose to have groups of
two to four people, the smaller the better. In
these small groups, it is easier to have a
coherent conversation in which everyone has a
chance to speak and one can respond to
another’s ideas. The results of the small group
discussion were then shared with the whole
group, where questions and comments were
welcome.

® Open working sessions where interests and
goals are shared and accomplished together
rather than a leader-follower mentality;

® Daily warm-ups before the workshop sessions
to activate body and mind.

Program

The program was designed to combine practical
work on the server with discussion sessions. In
order to leave room for additional conversations,
we kept the schedule as flexible as possible. This
gave us the opportunity to continue debates that
were particularly exciting. Some workshops were
intentionally moved to the evenings to enable
participation alongside regular work hours.

Thursday, June 9th

09:00 Breakfast

10:30  Settinguprosa

11:00  Warm-up session

11:15 Hands-on with rosa

12:00  Workshop: Politics of Technology

13:00 Lunch break

14:30  Workshop continuation: Politics of
Technology

17:00  Exhibition — Guided tour

18:00 Break and walk to the offices of mur.at

19:00 Excursion to mur.at and dinner
Friday, June 10th

09:00 Breakfast

10:00 Warm-up session

10:15 Hands-on with rosa

13:00 Lunch break

14:30  Workshop: Speculative Design

18:00 Break

19:00 Dinner at Herzl Weinstube

Rhythms X
Preparations

The months before the session in Graz were
peppered with short, spontaneously organised
meetings between core team members
accompanied by a cup of tea or coffee in a relaxed
atmosphere. These meetings served primarily to
exchange ideas and thoughts. In a small setting,
we were able to work out a basic conceptina
concise manner.

As we wanted to involve the local community in
the project, we organised a discussion evening
with a diverse group of people. During a relaxed
conversation followed by dinner, each participant
had the opportunity to contribute something to
the event. We already knew that we wanted to
address politics in the context of technology, but
we didn't know yet what topics this broad idea
could encompass. After a brief introduction of the
project and rosa, we invited our guests to share
their perspectives on the politics of technology.
The different nationalities, cultures and
professional backgrounds, as well as age
differences and approaches to technology, fostered
the productivity of the discussion.

From this lively round of conversations, we were
able to distill a number of thematic focus points
that could not have been more different from one
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another:

Time

Rituals

Encounters

Context

Empowerment

Negative impacts of technology
Censorship and surveillance
Philosophy of technology

These ideas were then used as conversation

starters for our workshops; carrying the thoughts
to other minds, where they were reinterpreted,

remixed and developed further.
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Politics of Technology:
Discussion Workshop

The message I'm trying to send is that
technology is political, and that many decisions
that look like decisions about technology
actually are not at all about technology — they
are about politics, and they need to be
scrutinised as closely as we would scrutinise
decisions about politics. — Evgeny Morozov®

Technology is an essential part of our daily lives. We
are constantly confronted with it, whether for
communication, for work, or as a means of transport.
Life without it would be virtually impossible, so it is
clear that every decision about technology is a
political one.

The aim of this workshop is to create a discussion
panel in which people can talk freely about the
politics of technology, without being restricted by
concrete questions of application. This allows new,
daring ideas to be generated, which are only later
broken down into a practically implementable
concept.

We would like to understand how each and every one
of us perceives the implications of technology on our
lives. Which possibilities does it provide, what
dependencies do we have and how is technology
used against us?

In order to get the discussion started we will use
some focus points:

¢ Time: what are the most important events of
feminist history? What could a feminist calendar
look like?

¢ Rituals: human interaction is strongly tied to
rituals. Are there any rituals in the context of
technology?

¢ Encounter: counselling between humans and
machines

¢ Context: how do we interact with technology?
What are our individual histories of learning and
understanding new technologies? How does our
age / race / culture / gender influence this?

¢ Empowerment: how does technology empower
FLINTA*? How did this change? Are there new

forms of empowerment? Such as Twitch etc.

¢ Negative impacts of technology: what are negative
implications in people’s lives? Such as unsolicited
images, stalking etc.

e Censorship and Surveillance: what is happening
with the EU plans to enroll a chat control? How
does technology promote censorship and
surveillance?

¢ Philosophy of Technology: Such as
permacomputing, technological determinism etc.

These are meant as suggestions, participants are also
welcome to choose a different direction.

Breakout Sessions

To improve the conversation experience we invite
participants to create breakout sessions, where
smaller groups of two to three people are formed to
discuss their chosen topic among themselves. This
encourages active participation and creates a more
in-depth conversation. Ideally the pairs form between
people who don’t know on another well, in order to
create a more diverse conversation with differing
viewpoints. After about thirty minutes, everyone
gathers and reports the ideas they have been working
on to the large group. Everyone is encouraged to
contribute their opinions.

3. Q&A: Net Delusion author Evgeny Morozov says dictators are learning to love social networking. https://www.straight.com/article-
381541/vancouver/qa-net-delusion-author-evgeny-morozov-says-dictators-may-learn-love-social-networking.
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Transcripts

We managed to do two rounds of breakout
sessions including group discussions, one before
and one after lunch. Everything was transcribed
collectively in order to be able to connect to the
conversation at a later point.

Below are the transcript as excerpt of the
discussion.

Time
discussed by Reni, 00000 and Antonia

What was an important event in feminist history? The
reversal and synchronisation of time. We discussed
perception of time and how time is ordered and
measured (clocks, coordination, perception of own
lives in that regard). Everything you do is determined
through this external time instead of how you
perceive it.

We thought about rosa & in which time rosa is when
they are not connected and how can we get a grasp
on that. rosa is slow, does that mean they are not
efficient? It takes time, slowness. Velocity. No time or
still time. Virtual time, parallel time and... Temporal
vacuum or temporal void (is that where they are when
they are travelling?). We discussed different ways of
perceiving time, non-linear, cyclical, etc.
Rhythmanalysis* would be a practice to analyse
spaces through what is done in a space over time
(what happens linearly, durationally, periodically,
cyclically). Could be a practice to experiment with.
Through bodies we absorb the rhythms of our
surroundings. The body as a tool — space is
constituted through this.

Rythmanalysis is rooted in Marxist theory. To interpret
what we do and be disobedient to certain rhythms. To
boycott certain rhythms pushed onto us by capitalist
logic. But it is also used in certain algorithms...
theorists use rhythmanalysis in relation to digital
processes (artificial intelligence for instance).
Predictive algorithms and their effect on our
perception of time. How to inhabit time which is
happening ahead of us.

Empowerment
discussed by Nina and Marloes
We talked about techno-empowerment: How does

technology empower FLINTA*? How did this change?
And are there new forms of empowerment?

There is this social media paradox concerning
reaching an audience and generating revenue while
maintaining a socially inclusive and empowering
community. With big corporate platforms you have a
bigger audience, more revenue but you are captured
by the platform because it is based on their terms and
they have no interest in your precarity and how you
can make a living. With small safe spaces you work on
your own terms but you reach fewer people. It can be
safer and more dedicated but also more difficult to
have revenue without falling in same traps. For
example, using algorithms to provide the users with
more personalised, hence more “interesting” content,
that would create a bias.

Censorship and Surveillance
discussed by Wendy and Linda

We took the censorship and surveillance topic, linking
it with a feminist view on both scopes. Then tried to
connect that to rosa.

What is chat control: a Proposal on EU level to undo
encryption on chat, email, etc. and / or being able to
undo that in particular situations. This would make it
possible to surveil communications. Small structures
and infrastructures do not have the means to surveil
or monitor communications, yet GAFAM (Google,
Apple, Facebook, Amazon and Microsoft) already do
it. It would kill small providers. The alleged reason
was to be able to detect child pornography. Also there
is the case of Signal, that doesn’t want to follow these
surveillance laws, and would become illegal.

The current trend is heading towards the Chinese
surveillance system, keeping track of all
communications. This brings up several related
topics: machine learning, motoring and analysing
data, machine vision & image recognition (nudity),
cultural differences in the context of artificial
intelligence.

Thinking about image recognition and recognizing
nudity for instance: what is considered nude is very
different in different cultures. Who is going to
determine what is suspicious, what is nude etc. What
should you monitor? Word combinations, images?
How do you analyze them? Everybody is a suspect.
Who gains from this? Qui bono?

What are community based solutions to manage
cultural differences? Book recommendation: Feminist
Surveillance Studies by Rachel E. Dubrofsky and
Shoshana Amielle Magnet

Standards: do we tweak them, break them,
renegotiate them? Who asks the questions?
Decentralised Response: one of the ways small

4. Rhythmanalysis is a concept popularised by Marxist sociologist and urbanist philosopher Henri Lefebvre. In his book “Rhythmanalysis:
Space, Time and Everyday Life” he outlines the theory that analysing the rhythms of spaces and environments and their impact on its

inhabitants can offer insights into social practices.
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infrastructures respond is by staying small, shielding
themselves. Trust in big tech is gone.

What about rosa? Is the chat in the pad encrypted?
No.

Smaller communities would need ways to obfuscate
communication that is encrypted if the proposal
becomes law. No log communities were a response to
a law making keeping log files for a very long time
mandatory.

After lunch, we decided to repeat the
conversations in newly arranged groups. This way,
on the one hand, we each had the opportunity to
talk to someone new and get to know them better,
and on the other hand, we could focus on a new
topic.

Time X Rituals
discussed by Reni & Cristina

The clockwise direction and its connection to time
comes from sundials on the northern hemisphere.
This influenced our perception of time. Resistance
against this would be a counterclockwise clock :)
Witches generate energy for spells with clockwise and
counterclockwise movements.

Rituals have a human-centric connotation but there
are many rituals in nature (although there is the role
of observation there). Rituals are a form of survival.
The sunflower moves with the sun. What rituals do we
do ourselves? Routines versus rituals.

Collective dinner: the cooking itself became the
performance and everybody takes responsibility in
each step.

Turning routines into rituals: pick a computational
routine and turn it into a ritual (idea for tomorrow?
Speaking about coffee: script that is running in the
start of rosa)

Should some routines (rituals?) be automatised —
such as starting the etherpads manually on rosa?

A routine is something that is necessary, a ritual is
something that doesn’t necessarily perform a
utilitarian function, but has a symbolical or
transcendental meaning. You don’t need it for your
survival, but you need it for your wellbeing. A
protocol, computing without protocols is problematic.
You have to feel something in a ritual. How do we
appropriate a term like ritual? What is lost and gained
when using such a term in another context?

Rituals get easily appropriated. Sometimes it
becomes very artificial, not connected to something
historically, shared by a group. In a ritual you share
something larger; it needs context, and
embeddedness into a larger whole.

“But how can we define a ritual as ancient as the
Agnicayana as algorithmic? To many, it may
appear an act of cultural appropriation to read
ancient cultures through the paradigm of the
latest technologies. Nevertheless, claiming that
abstract techniques of knowledge and artificial
metalanguages belong uniquely to the modern
industrial West is not only historically inaccurate
but also an act and one of implicit epistemic
colonialism towards cultures of other places and
other times.” Pasquinelli, Matteo. “Three Thousand
Years of Algorithmic Rituals: The Emergence of AI from the
Computation of Space”, e-flux journal, 2019.

Philosophy of Technology:
Permacomputing
discussed by Wendy & Aggeliki

We first read the permacomputing definition from
permacomputing.net. It means trying to not be
invasive, introducing something new, but relating to
what is there. Seems like aikido, using the energy of
your opponent.

It has similarities with soil care. But that was not on
the wiki. Repairability in design itself. Minimising
energy use and doing away with planned
obsolescence. Finding other ways to compute. It
doesn’t have to be high-tech. Instead of tilling,
plowing and extracting, using what is there and
processes naturally occurring like companion species
(is that how it is called? plants that grow well
together). Long lasting hardware minimises the
consumption of resources, for example, use the heat
of your CPU to keep your tea warm.

Back to rosa = who is on them? If we are with too
many on the pad, it becomes too heavy for rosa.
Monitoring also takes resources. Could making rosa
lighter be a solution? Or a bit less heavy? The cron job
and etherpump take a lot of CPU cycles. Changing the
frequency of the cronjob can make some processes
fragile, there should be some choices. Or rosa could
suggest us to take breaks!

Can we make certain processes lighter? Etherpad-lite
is not light for instance. If we are writing together in
the same space, we could write locally and put it on
the pad later for example. A frugal locality in a
reciprocal relationship. The following is the crontab
for friend:

1|%/5 x * * x cd /srv/etherpump && sh
cron.sh > cron.log 2>&1

2|%/5 x % * x cd /srv/distribusi && sh
cron.sh > cron.log 2>&1

The Feminist Server Manifesto is very relevant, the
‘not being available all the time’ for instance.
Feminism is also important in relation to sustainable
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practices but is not recognised. Same with indigenous
practices.

The people who wrote the Feminist Server Manifesto
are now commenting on it, because it started to feel
monolithic. A group from Indonesia and one from
Turkey, as well as others based in The Netherlands
but from different countries, Femke Snelting, Cristina,
Jara Rocha and Karl Moubarak annotated the
manifesto. A type of versioning, trying to trigger more
versions. Aggeliki and FHM made a diagram from the
manifesto.® Jara uses it in their teaching and
annotates it with their students. Relearn® has been
annotating the FSM also. There are many versions
already :) Including the pad itself, which is a version
of the FSM.

Git notes is a standard git feature where you can
annotate comments — this would be great for
versioning and annotating the manifesto.

At Relearn 2019 in Rotterdam we read the manifesto
and made executable commands on the server
inspired by that; using hooks and commands that
were written on the pad.

Luke created a hook that loaded scripts from a pad,
making it more accessible. To change, for instance,
the greeting message and other system messages.”

Philosophy of Technology:
Permacomputing
discussed by Luke & Marloes

Localisation is inevitable, people were developing
their ideas on permaculture, that cannot be applied
everywhere. Working with what is already there is
essential, as Peter Gelderloos points out in his book
“The Solutions are Already Here: Strategies for
Ecological Revolution from Below”. This also strongly
relates to permacomputing.

People believe that any human interaction is bad and
we should erase humans, but humans can also help.
Computing can help as long as it can have an impact
on human societies that can help them strengthen
ecosystems.

Encounter: Counselling
Between Humans and
Machines

discussed by Alex, Linda, 000000

We wanted to talk about rosa more concretely. Linda
had her first encounter with rosa this morning. We
talked about languages and how you need to find the
language to connect to rosa. The command line is in
English, this poses a barrier for non-English speakers.

What is the encounter between a human and a
machine in, for instance, voice assistant interactions?
It’s humanising the machine by giving it a voice. But it
also helps some people to gain easier access to
technology: people with dyslexia or people who
cannot type, etc.

Anthropomorphising computers: “to meet rosa for the
first time...” the levels of comfort when
anthropomorphising objects are different depending
on culture. In South-Korea people relate to robots
and computers very differently than here, because
things can have a spirit. They tend to be not as
reluctant to anthropomorphise as in the West.

Perhaps it becomes easier to build an emotional
connection when anthopomorphising. Yet, in certain
contexts anthropomorphisation can also lead to the
sexualisation of objects / computers. Master and
slave related terms are especially problematic. The
computer is a tool but when you give it a name it
becomes something else.

What is rosa? The data? The hardware? The network?
The people here?

In Rotterdam we’ve been calling rosa ‘they’ to think in
multiples instead of one determined thing / person.
We want to rethink how we want to relate to rosa.

It is sometimes alienating to go back to the human
and not transform ourselves into different concepts.
For instance, these ideas from Butoh® performance:
to transform the negative feelings to air, but then you
transform yourself to the smell of that air. Or the
shadow of a coat that is hanging from a nail. Some
kind of shapeshifting and constant transposing.

Reflection

The Politics of Technology workshop was
intended for idea generation and free discourse.
We perceived the general discussion as
successful: everyone engaged in the conversation

5. See diagram here: https://vvvvvvaria.org/archive/2020-20X X-Feminist-Hack-Meetings/FHMO 20 signal-2020-03-04-190728.jpg.

6. Relearn is a collective learning experiment with as many teachers as it has participants. A summer school where participants gather to
learn from and teach to each other, beyond the traditional paradigms of education. It grows from an interest in FLOSS culture and
practices as a way to address and acknowledge the production processes and frameworks involving technology and culture. More

information at: https://relearn.be/2021/.

7. Code for Relearn hooks available at:

https://gitlab.com/relearn/relearn2019/-/blob/master/relearn.local/var/www/html/etherdump/publish/hooks.

8. Butoh is a “dance form developed in postwar Japan which rejects Eastern and Western dance conventions, expressing intense emotions
through slow, controlled, and sometimes distorted movements.” Definition from <thefreedictionary.com>.


https://vvvvvvaria.org/archive/2020-20XX-Feminist-Hack-Meetings/FHM0_20_signal-2020-03-04-190725.jpg
https://relearn.be/2021/
https://gitlab.com/relearn/relearn2019/-/blob/master/relearn.local/var/www/html/etherdump/publish/hooks
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and we found lots of interesting viewpoints. Some
participants expressed that they would have liked
to dive deeper into certain topics and apply them
directly to our work with rosa. We also recognise
that it would make sense to continue this work,
but there was so much we could talk about that we
focused on conversations first.

PERFECT BODY -
Guided Tour

During the ATNOFS session in Graz esc mkl also
had the exhibition PERFECT BODY on display. It
dealt with the human body and how we try to
optimise it through cosmetic, technological or
even surgical measures:

We believe in the possibility of an incalculable
number of human transformations and declare
in all seriousness that wings sleep in the flesh
of man. [ET. Marinetti]

In keeping with the ideas and promises of
Futurism, Marinetti still envisages
predominantly positive things when he writes
about the technical possibilities of bodily
extensions and expansions. Today, it is above
all the media productions on internet
platforms that, in the course of obsessive
optimisation efforts and permanent
(self-)measurements, blind us to the status
change of the body to object, to capital. We
train, repair, rehabilitate, model, beautify and
mechanise our bodies through cosmetics,
fitness programmes, supplements and
medicines, surgical interventions, prostheses,
implants, computer-brain interfaces and other
technical enhancements. The effort and the
results are constantly being recorded by a wide
variety of programmes and applications, and
the data is made readily available to the data-
processing industries. Under their influence,
the pressure to invest in our “body capital”in a
self-responsible way is increasing, non-
compliance is met with sanctions. The
interventions have long since also affected our
cognition and our emotion. Michel Foucault’s
findings about the reciprocal relationship
between the usefulness and compliance of the
body in a politics of constraints is being put
into practice today as corporate politics: the
human body enters into a machinery of
exploitation that penetrates, dissects and
reassembles it. We should be aware of who is
pursuing what interests and who is reaping the
greatest profits from all the beautiful and new
possibilities of optimising and perfecting the

body when the view of the changes in our body,
our thoughts and emotions is softened by the
filters of fascination and erotic attraction.

We had a personal tour through the exhibition
where we gained insight into the development
process and background of each exhibit.

Excursion to
muvr.at

For the evening we had planned a tour to see the
servers of mur.at.

mur.at is a community-run datacentre, that
operates a server farm on-site and is connected to
the worldwide network via ACOnet (Austrian
Scientific Network). They provide infrastructure
and a platform for artists from various fields for
the development and promotion of net culture.
Furthermore they are actively developing and
using free and open source software. The team is
organised as a self-administered, non-commercial
operation and is the backbone of mur.at.

The central control unit of the server rack.

We walked together to the mur.at premises
through the city centre and saw some sights of
Graz on the way: Tummelplatz, the plague column
in Herrengasse, the busy bus and tram stops at
Jakominiplatz, and Augarten. When we arrived at
the home of mur.at in Leitnergasse we were
welcomed by the mur.at staff and invited to take a
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seat and have a drink. Unlike other server farms,
mur.at is not housed in a cold industrial complex,
butin a cosy old building in the heart of the city.
There are three rooms: the community room with
a small kitchen, an office room, and the server
room. We sat down in the community room, some
around the big table, some on the couch. The
atmosphere was homely, posters from past events
hung on the walls and the furnishings were
somewhat reminiscent of a cosy student flat-
share.

The crowd waiting to be granted access.

“Currently, about four hundred and eighty
websites of the independent art and culture scene
in Graz are hosted on mur.at.”, explained Djamil.
“However, to keep the ecological footprint as small
as possible, we use green electricity here. We have
also analysed our energy consumption and are
saving wherever possible.” At the back of the
racks, the individual machines were connected to
each other with colourful cables. The connection
to the internet is only provided by a single,
inconspicuous looking cable.

The sound proofing mattress door.

Djamil gave us a short introduction about mur.at,
then we gathered in front of the door to the server
room. When he opened the door, the loud whirring
of the computers and the ventilation could
suddenly be heard. In order to minimise the noise
outside, the old wooden door was cushioned with
a mattress from the inside. Only ten people could
enter the server room at the same time, since
space is limited. Inside there was a relatively
small rack composed of three shelves. It stood in
the very centre of the room to be accessible from
all sides. Within the shelves there were several
machines, the hardware that houses Systerserver
being one of them. Cables everywhere! Be careful not to get caught inside! :P

We enjoyed taking several photos documenting
our in-person meeting with the Systerserver
machine and “touching the internet”. Then we
headed back to the community room where we
ordered pizza for dinner and concluded the
evening with drinks and lively conversations.



The physical home of Systerserver.

It was refreshing to get to know the work of
mur.at. Normally it is not possible to see server
centres from this close up — they are usually not
accessible to the public and are kept under lock
and key due to security concerns. This personal
contact with the infrastructure and the people who
run it helps demystify the subject. The cloud and
server structures are no longer just abstract
concepts once you see them in person.

Dinner is ready! Pizza for everyone.

Hands-on with
rosa

Since many of the local participants did not have
prior experience with servers we had a short
introduction to the services installed on rosa and
how to access the server using SSH. There were
some struggles with the generated keys.
Sometimes parts were missing, because it was not
obvious what is, and what is not part of the key.
After sorting this out, everyone who wanted had
an account.

We experienced problems with the etherpads, that
needed to be restarted after it changed location.
The occurring error message didn’'t communicate
that well enough, so we decided to customise the
404 and 50x pages by adding HTML files to the
config.

We achieved this by adding the files
custom_404.html and custom _50x.html to
/usr/share/nginx/html/

The following lines were then added to the nginx
config file, located at: /etc/nginx/sites-
enabled/default

1|error_page 404 /custom_404.html;
2|location = /custom_404.html $

3| root /usr/share/nginx/html;

4| internal;

5] 3

6|error_page 500 502 503 504 /custo
m_50x.html;

7|location = /custom_50x.html %

8| root /usr/share/nginx/html;

9| internal;

0] 3

We only later realised that there was a custom 404
alreadyin /var/www/html forinstance
unavailable.html and lol.html. We tested if the
config file parses correctly with:

$ sudo nginx -t and restarted nginx:

$ sudo service nginx reload
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The new error page.

Meanwhile, some participants decided to continue
their examination of default system languages
that had been started in the Languages within
Languages workshop in Varia. They worked on
rephrasing Etherpad-lite’s standard messages
and interface labels: ‘chat’ became ‘gossip space’,
‘loading’ became ‘what is time’, and ‘force reload’
became ‘gentle reload’.

To customise the messages that the etherpad
shows you need to go to:
/srv/etherpad-lite/src/locales/...

If you want to change the messages in English,
open the English configuration file with:
$ sudo nano en.json

And change the messages that are written in

between the "".

For instance, if you want to change the loading
message to WHAT IS TIME, it would look like
this:

1| "pad.loading": "WHAT IS TIM
E...",

Later that day, Luke decided to set up a local chat

with WeeChat, which enabled anyone to chat

directly in the command line. It was installed with:
$ sudo apt install inspircd weechat

In order to connect to the chat called thecafe you
need to type:

1/$ weechat

2|$ /server add localhost 127.0.0.1
3/$ /connect localhost

4|$ /join {#thecafe

A wish for audible feedback from rosa was
expressed, and a team worked on sound from rosa.
At first we were struggling to get the sound

working, but this was solved by setting up ALSA,
which also provides MIDI functionality. With an
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external sound card and the text-to-speech
synthesiser eSpeak, we were able to let rosa read
us their syslogs.

With this command rosa reads the syslogs out
loud:

$ sudo cat /var/log/syslog | espeak --
stdout | aplay -D
plughw:CARD=ALSA,DEV=0

There are several preset voices to choose from: a
library provides seven masculine and four
feminine voices. Additionally, there are presets for
different languages in order to ensure correct
pronunciation.

1|$ espeak --stdout -ven+f3 "we are
the borg" | aplay -D plughw:CARD=
ALSA,DEV=0

2|# so called feminine voice with
English pronunciation

eSpeak also provides the option to manipulate the
voice by adding attributes like pitch, echo, tone etc.
It would be possible to create one’s own dialect by
changing the pronunciation of certain key
elements of aword.

1|$ espeak --stdout -vEr+f2 -g50 -p
99 "Rosa @ 192.168.1.122" | aplay
-D plughw:CARD=ALSA,DEV=0

2|# in French, female voice 2, slo
wed down with gaps between wozrd
s -p higher pitch

Gender and age are also attributes that can be part
of an eSpeak voice. But as the documentation
notes:

gender <gender> [<age>]

This attribute is only a label for use in voice
selection. It doesn’t change the sound of the
voice.

- <gender> may be male, female, or unknown.
—<age> is optional and gives an age in years.

There also were experiments into how we could
use this new functionality for practical purposes.
There was this script below that would figure out
if there is an IP address, then the idea was to
speak it out so as to help this moment of local
discovery:
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1]

2| #!/bin/bash

3| while

4| do

5| ip=$(hostname -I | awk '{pri

nt $1%')

6| if [ -z "$ip" ]

7| then

8| echo "we are not ip"
9| else
10| echo "we are ip: $ip"
11| fi
12| sleep 2
13|done
14|

And of course some artistic experiments:

1|# Let's try to do a choral - and
all play at the same time the sc
ript

2|$ sh /home/decentrallse/ipspeak

3]

4|# if you wanna run a choir but yo
u're alone, use parallel:

5|$ parallel sh ::: ipspeak ipwhisp
er

We even made a recording of the layered voices
reading several different texts at once. Combined
with our own voices and laughter it created an
abstract composition.®

An impression of the hands-on work from the second day.

9. Listen to it here: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/files.php?p=chapters%2Fesc&view=choral-voices-rosa-speaking.m4a.



https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/files.php?p=chapters%2Fesc&view=choral-voices-rosa-speaking.m4a
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Speculative Design
Workshop

The aim of this workshop is to detach oneself from
real circumstances and to engage with a different
context in order to gain a new perspective. In this
way, issues can be looked at differently, gaining
insights into oneself, one’s motives and aspirations.

The instructions were as followed:

1. Assemble groups of two to three people. Pick
people that you haven’t worked with so far, or
people you don’t know yet.

2. Please read through the documentation of our
discussion from yesterday to remember the ideas
and concepts.

3. Choose one topic from yesterday’s discussion. It
can be anything you are interested in, something
you have talked about or something other people
discussed in their session.

4. Think of an utopian future scenario somehow
connected to your topic. It’s absolutely imaginary
and doesn’t need to be realistic at all. You are free
to choose any year — it can be the future in one
hundred years, but also one year in the future from
now.

5. Your scenario can be about the people and how
they interact with one another or machines, how
the government is structured, how people work
and live their lives etc. From which perspective do
you tell the story? Do you focus on a region /
country or is your story situated somewhere in
space? If you also discover dystopian aspects
during the process, please also capture these
thoughts!

6. Try to condense your thoughts into short stories.
Please write them down. (It doesn’t have to be a
masterpiece, it’s more about putting all the infos
into a medium that can be easily understood).

7. Share your stories with the others at the end of the
session.
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Transcripts

After initial difficulties in forming teams, we
managed to put together groups with the help of a
drawing system. We equipped every group with
paper and pens for note taking. Then the
individual groups headed outside to find a suitable
workspace. At around 17:00, everyone gathered
again to share the results of their work.

The drawing of groups process: Aggeliki was our oracle.

Here are some of the stories that emerged:

Will There Be Coffee?

A speculative utopia

In 2035 the great great great great granddaughter of
Ned Ludd learns about her infamous ancestor.
Anthropologists discovered Ned Ludd was not a
fictional character but a man from Papua New Guinea
who was taken captive and forced to work in a textile
mill at the start of the 19th century in the North of
Great Britain. She started leading a neo-Luddite
revolution that was based on a small Debbie Bookchin
publication that had survived the ages. It was
beautifully illuminated with old Bookchin ‘thank you
for Googling me’ memes.*°

Coffeebean sat in his garden with a repaired terminal,
thinking about how nice it would be to celebrate the
success of the revolution with Spoon and Oatmilk. He
started brewing a coffee and launched his local mesh
network node. It started passing on stored encrypted
messages that needed to still be forwarded. Oatmilk
and Spoon were each about twenty five hops away
but with intermittent connectivity it was hard to tell
when they would read each other.

In terms of communication systems, we still have
global connectivity but it is organised in a radically
different way. IXPs & ASes are democratically
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managed as co-operatives, there are no artificially
imposed transport costs. The fad-based IoT economy
has simply collapsed.

There is no more Twitter but local things connected to
other local things, connected to further away local
things and so on. Mechanical energy is widespread
and we have overcome the limitations of size and
design. People have access to small salt water
batteries and, where appropriate, mechanical water
storage is used (not in the Netherlands!).

Spoon and Oatmilk happened, almost by miracle, to
be connected to their local nodes and all the in
between hops were successful. It was a windy and
sunny day, which greatly improved the odds of
reaching people. There was a lot of mechanical
energy storage applied throughout the world but
people decided to use it sparingly and all tech was
built to resiliently respond to power outage and
intermittent connectivity.

Spoon, Oatmilk and Coffeebean logged onto WeeChat
on rosa, their favourite node in the European mesh.
The code of WeeChat was easily comprehensibly and
well documented, while also being very lean and
efficient, using a minimum amount of resources from
wind powered rosa. WeeChat had slowly evolved into
a software that could easily be adapted to diverse
local circumstances. Spoon, Oatmilk and Coffeebean
shared a remote celebratory coffee, which had
become a luxury good, like champagne, yet was still
circulating in Europe. The speed of innovation in
agriculture had slowed down, following degrowth
principles. Coffee was not genetically modified but
was grown using slowly diversified old varieties.
Beans were transported on sailboats. Sails beyond
repair were used in permaculture gardens or smoked
(we have developed an agent which sets off safe
biodegradation of materials). The coffee and the chat
were great.

Performance
by 00000, nlgk and dywen

00000, nlgk and dywen described a log file of rosa
and how they gain consciousness. Antonia
performed the piece in an amazing way, that
unfortunately cannot be reproduced here. The
notes don't do justice to what Antonia made out of
1t.

10. More information about the Murray Bookchin meme https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/1251831-google-murray-bookchin.



https://knowyourmeme.com/photos/1251831-google-murray-bookchin
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Untitled

by strt, reni, ccl, maggie

Yesterday night, there was this old laptop from 1995
sitting on the table in a narrow dimly lit room. It
looked like a brick and it weighed about a kilo. strt
said her friend gave her a weighted blanket that has
weight pads woven into its fabric. It helps to soothe
and comfort you when you try to sleep. Maybe many
would need such a weighted blanket, she said,
because of being kept awake by worries and sorrows
about the future. When we managed to get the laptop
to come to life, it started to move its fan and hard
drive with a humming noise, and you could feel the
machine’s body warm up, a tangible sign of internal
activity. Six of those laptops would make about six
kilos, which equals the weight of one weighted
blanket. In a possible future, computers are not only

an extension of human cerebral activity. Resources
are scarce and all of them — be it heat, organic mass,
minerals, energy, hardware, raw materials — are
tightly integrated into an ecosystem of re-use,
repurpose, recycling and exchange. Folding the age of
our laptop into the future time domain, we are in the
year of 2047 and its humming warm mass of one kilo
is part of a warming blanket spread out on my body
that helps to comfort me whenever the situation of
digital work stresses me out.

You could say the old laptop is still unbearably slow
compared to a newer one. Yet in the time we are
speaking about, there is no hierarchical concept of
time. Mechanic speeds are no longer defining the
rhythms and speeds of natural and human lives,
rather they are all merged into a temporal multiplicity.
Different speeds, degrees of definitions of time, and
diverse movements and personalities of time coexist
in one machine. Several users on one computer can
communicate and work with time on their own
diverging domains: reboot when the sun is standing
high behind the house — meet Reni tomorrow — see
you in three Maggiehours — send me an email but
slowly... A computer operable by a snail would
operate on snail time, with slowly winding processes
and it would be completely okay like this because the
ephemerality of its soft wet trails would still remain
long enough on the metal surface to generate sparks
of energy that then be collected and shared for
powering another machine process happening in
another time domain, operated maybe be a human, a
tree or another being.

In terms of hardware, time seemed to always go
forward. Old devices create nostalgia because we
remember our own lives attached to them. In 2047,
planned obsolescence is considered a strange
outdated concept. No old laptop is thrown away
because of being slow or being made of no longer
functioning hardware. Rather, they get passed on as
precious gifts, part of a family heritage that is kept
dear not only for its functions but also for their
personal value by future generations.
Intergenerational computation involves modularity,
and our old laptop will become a module of another
machine, as computers are not anymore produced
always anew, conceived of as short lived monoblock-
ish devices in which you cannot even change the
battery. In an intergenerational computer, different
modules of different generations work together,
sharing their memories and resources across
diverging time domains, different hardware and
functionalities. Nostalgia may be the feeling of longing
towards something that seems lost or abandoned, but
in the future technology will be part of the lasagna of
time in which layer by layer, module by module, time
and experiences are shared, accumulated and lived
across families, communities and generations.
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Here. Now.

by Antonia, Alexander, Mario Romera, César
Escudero Andaluz, Nina

It is now. Which is the year 4689 in our (human)
concept of time. We are here, because there is no
other place anymore. In our terms of geology it would
be called Alaska. The world has changed rapidly.
1200 years before now, a massive sun storm
destroyed all digital media. All the people who heavily
relied on technology died out — only small populations
of people survived. They where forced to move up
north where climate is still habitable.

What is now the permacomputing revolution has
evolved into an interconnected system of rhizomes.
There is a symbiosis between what we would call
plants, humans and animals. A fusion of fauna and
flora occurred. The need for vocal communication has
vanished—it now happens through enzymes, pollen
etc. We are able to connect with plant life and vice
versa. There are no thoughts, because
communication is not how communication was
understood anymore, what we call feelings cannot
directly be transferred to their states of being, but if
we observed the situation now, we would say they are
having an eternal party. Sex, no idea, death, doesn’t
look like a drama. Maybe because all consciousness is
anyways shared in one.

Reflection

We were stoked about the amazing stories that we
developed during this workshop. There also was a
group that decided to perform their work instead
of just writing it down. Unfortunately the superb
performance was not captured. This is something
we could improve in order to offer the participants
more freedom of expression, maybe by recording
the sessions on video.
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Continuing
Traversally

Sparkles and
Packages

We passed the ideas that have been gathered
during our Politics of Technology workshop on to
the following ATNOFS sessions, including the
paper notes and the conversation transcripts on
the etherpads. These may serve as starting points
for future projects and inspire other interesting
discussions. The stories from the Imaginative
Design Workshop travelled with rosa in their
travel jacket.

We are positive that the functionalities rosa
gained during our session well served the
following ATNOFS sessions. At least the
customised 404 and 50X sites were handy
already.

After the meeting in Graz, some of the
participants travelled from Graz to Linz to
participate in the AMRO festival, specifically in
the discussion panel “Hosting with the Others”. It
took place there as a conversation between
initiatives that manage an independent
infrastructure for their community of artists and
cultural workers.

esc mkl was also the bridge that facilitated contact
between ATNOFS and Azahara Cerezo’s Mobile
Server project, which she had presented in 2021 in
residence at mur.at and with which she also
participated in AMRO. In January 2020, Azahara
Cerezo moved her artist website files to a small
portable server that can be connected to a solar
panel. Using a small mirror and a camera, the
server takes selfies and displays them on the main
page of the website, so that whoever enters it sees
part of the elements that physically support it.
That is, that support her work. The Mobile Server
and rosa share a similar spirit as well as some
technical aspects, which is why Azahara was
invited to join ATNOFS and participate in the last
session in Brussels.

Resource
Contributions

Several external resources came up during our
conversations. This is a list compiled of all the
material that have been referenced:

® Rhythmanalysis: Space, Time and Everyday
Life by Henri Lefebvre

® Feminist Surveillance Studies by Rachel E.
Dubrofsky and Shoshana Amielle Magnet

® Three Thousand Years of Algorithmic Rituals:
The Emergence of Al from the Computation of
Space by Matteo Pasquinelli

® Comments to the feminist server manifesto™

® Bashhooks written in response to the feminist

server manifesto, during Relearn 2019 in
Rotterdam??

® The Solutions are Already Here: Strategies for
Ecological Revolution from Below by Peter
Gelderloos

® The Politics of Permaculture by Terry Leahy

® Dissens Podcast #123 - Blow Up Pipelines?
Tadzio Miiller and Andreas Malm on What

Next for the Climate Movement*®
® WeeChat

® eSpeak

Acknowledgements

This chapter has been written, edited, designed
and produced by Nina Botthof, Reni Hofmiiller
and Azahara Cerezo, as well as the participants
who were there with us for the esc mkl session:
Alexander Kremser, Antonia Manhartsberger,
Mario Romera, César Escudero Andaluz, Jogi
Hofmiiller, Margarethe Maierhofer-Lischka,
Wendy Van Wynsberghe, Alice Strete, Cristina
Cochior, Aggeliki Diakrousi, Marloes de Valk,
Luke Murphy, ooooo.

Thanks to:
mur.at for the interesting guided tour and the
wonderful dinner.

11. The pad where the comments reside: https://pad.constantvzw.org/p/feministserver.

12. Gitlab link to the hooks:

https://gitlab.com/relearn/relearn2019/-/blob/master/relearn.local/var/www/html/etherdump/publish/hooks.

13. You can find the podcast here: https://podcast.dissenspodcast.de/123-climate.


https://pad.constantvzw.org/p/feministserver
https://gitlab.com/relearn/relearn2019/-/blob/master/relearn.local/var/www/html/etherdump/publish/hooks
https://podcast.dissenspodcast.de/123-climate

FEMINIST HACK MEETINGS

TRAVERSING IN THE MIDDLE
INTRODUCTION
HOW IT STARTED
WITHIN A NETWORK
FHM IN ATHENS
CONTEXT
WHY FHM IN GREECE

SOCIAL MEDIA AS
CHANNELS OF
COMMUNICATION AND
PUBLISHING

LACK OF INFRASTRUCTURE
SPACE
STREAMING

GATHERING TRAVERSALLY:
ATNOFS FHM SESSION

PROGRAM

PUBLISHING
(DECENTRALISED SOCIAL
NETWORKS)

PRESENTATION WORDMORD

INTRODUCTION TO THE
FEDIVERSE WORKSHOP

TOOLINGS (SERVERS,
MAPPING, CODING)

PRESENTATION CNMFPP

I AM SITTING IN A
ROOM WITH THE
PROGRAMMER

SPECULATIVE WRITING ON
FEMINIST TOOLS

GLOSSARY
CONTINUING TRAVERSALLY
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS






FEMINIST HACK MEETINGS / TRAVERSING IN THE MIDDLE

Traversing in
the Middle

Introduction

What Is FHM

Feminist Hack Meetings (FHM) is a project
initiated in Varia, Rotterdam, that aims to create a
safe space to explore the suggestions, urgencies
and potentials of feminist hack and tech
initiatives. As FHM we organise research
meetings and workshops around technology and
feminism, enabling diverse activities such as
sociopolitical discussions, prototyping, skill
sharing and experimenting with various artistic
practices. Feminist pedagogies and Free, Libre
and Open Source Software ideas of sharing are
inspirations for our working methods. Our
sessions are open to people who envision the
making of technology, and its processes, as a
feminist practice.

How It Started

FHM started in February 2020 after our
involvement in the Eclectic Tech Carnival (/ETC)?,
in Athens in October 2019. In 2021, FHM brought
together people from different feminist
communities throughout our networks; from
Greece, Austria, Spain, The Netherlands, and
participants from various parts of Europe and
Latin America. Organisers, workshop hosts and
participants came together to share skills and
knowledges, enrich intersectional feminist
hacking and inform each other about our activism,
artistic, social and technological practices.

Within a Network

FHM organisers are also involved in Systerserver,
a self-managed, feminist, bare metal server built
by the members of its community. Systerserver
hosts the /ETC site, a code repository (Gitlab),
mailing lists for several feminist groups and
projects, a Mastodon instance, and recently a
Peertube instance for online art residencies and
streaming of feminist and queer events. It is
important to note here, that while the community

of Systerserver is loose because of its mostly
volunteer based maintenance, it is very large
because it dates back to early 2000s’2.

FHM in Athens

In 2022, we joined ATNOFS as FHM - Athens,
aiming to initiate discourse around alternative
social media and to engage with feminist servers
in the Greek context. Discussing alternative social
media and technologies from a feminist
perspective in the Greek local arts and activist
scene is important, since most local feminist and
grassroots collectives rely on Facebook to spread
news and political content such as protests,
events, open calls etc. This makes them
vulnerable to online harassment, leaving them
with no agency to create their own community
rules for their online presence.

Context

Why FHM in Greece

In the last few years, feminist and #MeToo
movements in Greece have gained more visibility
and continue to grow. Multiple people and
initiatives are participating in feminist protests
against gender-based violence and discrimination.
They support women's rights, LGBTQIA+ rights
and civil law reviews regarding family conflicts
and violence, such as the introduction of the term
femicide (yuvaiwkoktovia) in the legal and social
context. Grassroots groups are active mainly in
the big cities of Greece, usually meeting physically
in safe spaces and organising events,
demonstrations, performances, workshops and
talks.

Social Media as Channels of
Communication and
Publishing

Organising and announcing open calls and streets
protests happen mostly through mainstream
social media and platforms like Instagram and
Facebook. Organising private and political
sensitive events, creating safe spaces, has been
done through these commercial media channels.
Moreover, the distrust of the Greek mainstream
media has pushed people towards the use of social
media channels for disclosing and addressing

1. Eclectic Tech Carnival https://eclectictechcarnival.org/.
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violence. An example being when Facebook pages
become walls for posts related to reports on court
cases: YouTube, personal Facebook and
Instagram stories announce incidents of
harassment, rape and violence, that have been
collected through direct messages / inboxes.
While these social media provide wide access to
more audiences, and broad visibility and audibility
in urgent moments of making things public, they
lack sensibility around women and LGBTQIA+
struggles.

Lack of Infrastructure

These tactics of making use of mainstream social
media for circulating feminist and queer discourse
in larger audiences seem effective, but it is also
dangerous. People have reported infiltration of
trolls, spamming, threats and spying. There have
been cases where these platforms suspended
accounts, taking down feminist pages, or
censoring content. The independent media
channels in the online realm are almost non-
present, apart from a few websites from feminist
and queer groups. There is a shortage of
knowledges about alternatives and the technical
skills to create them, often due to the continuous
migration of skilled youth abroad, the so called
brain drain. There is also a lack of communication
with other international groups that can offer
solidarity as an act of mutual aid. FHM is
interested in bridging this gap and expanding a
solidarity network across Europe. ATNOFS
provided the space and time to try this out. We
hope that the contacts and possible collaborations
emerging from the Athens session will continue in
the long-term.

rosa unpacked next to the router

Space

FHM, as the fifth session of ATNOFS, organised a
two day session named Publishing and Toolings,
on the 9th and 10th of September, at the art space
EIGHT in Athens. FHM doesn’t have a fixed
location, nor its own server. The meetings happen
in places where the project’s values are celebrated
and respected. We reached out to the art and
politics related space EIGHT, in a continuation of
our collaboration during the /ETC of 2019, as it
was one of the spaces where the carnival took
place. Since there is very little public funding for
the arts in Greece, an oligopoly of private,
commercial funding institutions have been
established (Onassis and Niarchos) that tend to
monetise the local arts from a top down approach.
FHM chose to organise the session with an artist /
activist run space in the centre of Athens that
makes an effort to stay autonomous. We are very
glad to have formed this relationship with EIGHT,
an art space in the centre of Athens.

EIGHT, in Athens, Politechniou 8

2. Find the archive here: https://eclectictechcarnival.org/ETC2019/archive/.
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Streaming

The two talks during the FHM session were
streamed and archived on Systerserver’s video
platform (a Peertube instance).?
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Streaming the presentations

An interesting anecdote from a professor who
participated in the FHM session: In the context of
the Greek university, calling something feminist,
puts the author / organiser and the activity in
isolation. It creates a stigma on the work / event
etc., and often a majority of students won't join
because they feel excluded. Thus the professor
uses feminist methodologies in their work without
naming them. Moreover, the lack of resources, and
an outdated academic entry system for new
scholars, has resulted in marginal technological
advances in digital arts and humanities of Greek
universities. Hence, the professor will tend to seek
for technical knowledges through grassroots and
local social activities, like FHM, that are outside
of the normative spaces of formal education in
Greece.
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3. You can watch them here: https://tube.systerserver.net/w/uM3KhY3vBBxQusVLKIFQET and here:

https://tube.systerserver.net/w/mn19B8g5gFAggbtcr2j2Pe.
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Gathering

Traversally:
ATNOFS FHM
Session

Publishing
& Toolings
9 - 10

September
14 :00-47:30

fhm.varia.zone

@EIGHT
Politechneiou 8

The poster for the event

Program

Friday, September 9th
Publishing (decentralised social networks)

Saturday, September 10th
Toolings (servers, mapping, coding)

11:00  Introduction over coffee
- Feminist servers
12:00 Presentation CNMFPP and discussion
13:00 Lunch break
15:00 Workshops

- Speculative Writing on Feminist Tools
and discussion

11:00  Introduction over coffee

- Feminist Hack Meetings

- A Traversal Network of Feminist Servers
12:00  Presentation WordMord and discussion
13:00 Lunch break
15:00 Workshop

- Introduction to The Fediverse and
discussion

Lunch break at Revithaki, Athens

Some sentences that stood out to us while making
the transcripts have been italicised.

Day 1

Publishing
(Decentralised
Social Networks)

Presentation WordMord*

[gr] Etoaywyn WordMord

Franck-Lee Alli-Tis: To WordMord eivat éva
UBPLOLKO Tépac ov EebITAWVEL TA TTAOKALLA TOU
Babid péoa oto apylméAayoC Twv TANOUVTIKWY
yAwoowv. WordMord onpaivel 6t n y\wooa pmopei
KatL okotwvel. HAEEN Mord Tipogpyetat amd ta
Teppavikd kat onpaivel dpovog. To WordMord
€PEUVA TOUC 0UVOETOUG TPOTIOUG e TOUG oTtoloug )
yYAWoaoa kat n texvoloyia dlamhékovTal e To
Tpatpa, Tn Bia aMd kal 1o cwpa, TNV amdélavon Kat
N oe€ouaAikoTNTA. Z€Kiviioe T0 2019 WC pa
mepdopuaTf avayvwon yia tn oxéon texvoroyiag

4. Archived at https://tube.systerserver.net/w/mn19B8g5gFAggbtcr2j2Pe.
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(KOWWVIKWY SLKTUWV, KIVNTWV GUOKEUWV), TEXVNG
Kal Biag mou €ywve ota mAaiola evog epyaoctnpiov
ToU KEVTpou NEwv MEowv Kal PEPIVIOTIKWY
TIpaKTIKWVY 010 ANpdcio Xwpo, e apopin
yuvaikoktovia tng EAévng Tomtalotdn otn P66 Kal
To Mvtodplopa kat bohodpovia tng Zackie Oh 1o
2018 otnv ABrjva. T cuvéxeld dnpLovpyHoape Ty
apxLKn €pEVVNTLKY opdda mou amoteAeital amd ta
€€nec dtopa: Ayyelikn Atakpovaon, Xplotiva
Kapaytavvn, Ttuhavog Mmeverog aka Oyto
Arognos, Vassiliea Stylianidou aka Franck-Lee
Alli-Tis kat (LéXPLTIC apxEg Tou 2022) Ty opdda
Mouvoloyieg ou eival  EAévn AlapavtouAn katn
‘Avva Aghrjpmnacn. Emiong apyotepa
ouvepyaoThikape kat pe 1i¢ Cristina Cochior kat
Manetta Berends, ot omoieg cuvéBaiav oe
aAyopLOpIKEC YAWOOIKES TIPAKTIKEC.

%10 WordMord avalntoUpe motnTikd, Evowpata
Kal aiyoptOuikd epyaieia kat pebodoroyieg yia va
amootabepomnotrjoovpe (dirty-struct / distort /
paraphrase) Ti¢ nygLOVIKEG Kal Blaleg TAEUPEG TNG
YAWOOAG TOU VOLLOU, TOU dLadLKTUOU, TWV GXOALKWY
BiBAiwY, TwV cupBoraiwy, TI¢ YAWOOES TTOU aKoULEe
0TO OO0, OTNV OLKOYEVELQ, TIC AAYOPLOLKES
YAWaooeg, TN YAwooa Tou piooug, ald kal Tn yAwooa
TOU HITOAOU TTOU KUPLEVEL KAL KATAOKEUALEL TO OWHA
kal Ti¢ embupieg pag. Eotialovpe kat ¢pwtiloupe Tig
£KGAVOELG TNE EVOWNATNE YAWOOAC TTOU oUVOEETaL
pe nv amdéravon Ty 0e€ouaAKOTNTA OTNV TIOALITLKI
Toug dtaotaon (61w n wviy, avamvor], oTopa,
YAwaooa, odAlo, f1xog, pubuog, Tovikotnta). Kat
OUGCLAOTLKA OAO TO CWHA TIAPAYEL TN WV KAL TN
YAwooa. Epnveodpaote and n yAwood Tou pUAApe
0TOV £pWTA, TIC AMEG, OLKEC LA YAWOOEG TIOU
éxoupe emavolkelomolnBel, kabwe kat anod
alyoplOpikéc 61adikacieg GERIVIOTIKWY TPAKTIKWY
coding. Kal kupiwg ano to Slow coding.

Avb6AOYLa yia TIC prlwpatikég poéc tou WordMord
0Ta VePA TWV TANOUVTIKWY YAWOOWV:

Formats:

- ITAokdapua (tentacles) (cuMoyLkd TP OTLeKT Kal
UTIOOPLAOEQ)

- WholopéAeleg kal coding meetings: 6mou
dtapotpalbpaoTe TIC EVOWUATEG EUTIELPIEC KAl
YAWoOoEG pag pag, evw mapaMnia e€edicoovpie ta
dlapopa mAoKApLa pag

- Epyaotripla

- Wordlist: tou eivat éva pad oto omoio
SLapopHWVOULE €Va 1N YPARHLKO, XAOTLKO
oLMoYLKO TTapale€iko Tou amotedeital amo
veoloylopoug, Aé€elc, KOAAL, emvonpéveg Aé€elg,
dirtystructed Aé€eic TOU £XOULE ETTLVONGEL KAL AMEG
TIOU €XOULE AKOUOEL KAL [LAC APEGOUV KTA.
(Dirtystruct ivat pia pebodoloyia mov €xoupie
okedTEL KAL XPNOLILOTIOLOUE, gival pia AEEN KOAAL,

amoé 1o dirty kat to construction 1 destruction.)
- Collective artworks: avalntape tnv amodounon
QUTHG TNG KAvoVLoTLKNAG AéEng “artwork”

Tpéxovta mlokapia:

-onlania: pua Aé€n koAdl ano tic Aé€elg ‘online’ kal
‘aldvia’

- Komminutépag_musicgang

- Non-linear genealogy of queer feminist artistic
and theoretical methodologies towards the
deconstruction of patriarchal language
(embracing gaps and trauma)

- Kapla* emonueiwon dev eivat povn

- Para-dictionary / Lexikon

Collective artworks:
- Manyfesto or How to dirtystruct the lexicon by
onlania tentacle, 2022

[en] Intro WordMord

WordMord presentation, with two members present in person, and
two joining online

Franck-Lee Alli-Tis: WordMord is a keen and joyful
hybrid monster that unfurls its tentacles in the sea
of plural languages. WordMord means that words
can kill.

Word + Mord (murder in german)

WordMord explores the complex ways in which
language and technology intertwine with trauma,
violence but also with the body, pleasure and
sexuality.

It started as a performative reading on the
relationship between technology (social networks,
mobile devices), art and violence within the
context of the seminar “Feminist Practices in the
Public Space at the Era of Globalised
Technologies” organised by the Centre of New
Media and Feminist Practices in the Public Space
in 2019. We then created the initial research team:
Aggeliki Diakrousi, Christina Karagianni,
Stylianos Benetos aka Oyto Arognos, Vassiliea
Stylianidou aka Franck-Lee Alli-Tis and the group
Mounologies: Eleni Diamantouli and Anna
Delimpasi. Later we collaborated with Cristina
Cochior and Manetta Berends, who contributed
with algorithmic language practices.
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We explore poetic, embodied and algorithmic tools
and methodologies to analyse, destabilise (dirty-
struct / distort / paraphrase, re/verse, shake up,
paraphrase, transform, trans/late, slow down) the
hegemonic and violent aspects of the language of
the law, the school, the internet, the languages we
hear on the street, in the family, the algorithmic
languages, the language of hate, but also the
binary language that dominates and constructs
our bodies and our desires. This
deconstruction_dirtystruction is, for us, an act of
linguistic poetic activism. We focus on the
manifestations of embodied language and on the
material aspects of language associated with
pleasure and sexuality in their political dimension
(sound, breath, voice, mouth, tongue, saliva,
rhythm). We are inspired by the language we
speak when we make love, the languages we have
made our own, the languages we have
appropriated. We are also inspired by algorithmic
processes and feminist practices in coding. Slow
coding.

Our rhizomatic flow in the currents of languages
in plural:

Formats:

- Tentacles (collective projects and subgroups)
- Online meetings: wholopéAeia and coding
meetings (sharing our situated embodied
languages and knowledges while exploring /
unfolding our tentacles)

- Workshops

- Wordlists

- Collective artworks (!!!'let’s dirtystruct this
hegemonic word artworks!!!)

Tentacles in process:

- Onlania (a mixed-up word consisting of the
words ‘online’ and ‘aAdvia’ which means
‘vagabond’ in Greek).

- Komminutépag_musicgang

- Non-linear genealogy of queer feminist artistic
and theoretical methodologies towards the
deconstruction of patriarchal language
(embracing gaps and trauma)

- No Annotation Is Alone*

- Para-dictionary / Lexikon

Collective artworks:
- Manyfesto or How to dirtystruct the lexicon by
onlania tentacle

[gr] Epwtnon 1. ITwg “svoxAeite”/umovopelete
Ta mainstream Kowwvika diktva;

Franck-Lee Alli-Tis: Apxika 6€hovpe va
onpelwoovpe 011 10 WordMord anmoddactioe peExpl
OTLYHUIG va |y €xeLAoyaplaopd ota mainstream
KOLWWVIKA 6ikTua yla TNV mpowbnon tng
5paoTNPLOTNTAG LAG 1) AKTLBLOTIKOU VALKOU TIOU
ouvdeetal e Ta Bépata mou pag apopouv. Ta peln
NG Opadag XPNOLIOTIOLOUE TA TIPOCOWTILKA LAG
olkTLA Yla va OLAKIVI|OOUE EITE PERVIOTIKA /
AKTLBLOTIKA TIEPLEXOLLEVA EITE TIC KAMITEXVIKEC
dpdocelc pag. ZTo TAOKALLL Kapia* emonpeiwon dev
elval povn (No Annotation Is Alone*), To omoio
elval éva eyxeipnua (oe e€EAEN) mapepfaong oto
VOULKO AGYO Kal OUYKEKPLLEVA TOU AEKATOU
TIépmntov KepaAaiou Tou ITowvikot Kwdika, mou
apopd ota EykAfjpata katd tng Zwigc, apxloape va
SlEPWTWIACTE TILO EVTATLKA GXETLKA E TO Bépa Twv
dIKTOWY eMIKoWwViag kat dtaxivnong / didyvong/
oL TNONG TIEPLEXOHEVWV.

210 TIPOTLEKT AUTO TIHPALE WG onpeio ekkiviiong To
ovhawv PDF apyeio Tou ITowikoV Kwdlka 1o oToio
elval eAeVBepa mpooPaacipo otnv LotooeAidba Tou
vToupyelov EcwTtepikwv®, wotdoo dev IpoodEpeL
kapia duvatotnta emefepyaciag Kal EMICNUELWONG
oUTE Kav avtlypadnc. Me 1o mpotlekT kapia*
emonpeiwon dev eival povn emidLwKov e va
TPOOohEPOVE TIPOC LETAMALN KAl TPOTIOTOING TO
apyeio avto Kat ouykekpipéva to Aékato ITépmTo
Kedpalaiov tov ITowvikot Kwdika, Tov apopd oTd
EykAnpata katd e Zwnc. ZEKIVAOALE TN
dladikacia dnplovpyiac evog epyaieiov mou
QAVTLYPADEL TO VORLLKO KELILEVO 0TI CUVEXELA
avtikabiotoupe Aé€elg 1) ppACELG LEGA OTO KEIPEVO
TOU VOLOoU. bivoupe TN duVATOTNTA OTA ETILOKETT@
VA EMONUELWOOUY Kal va aMAEouv Tov KwdLKa.
Avuto 10 epyaheio 1o ovopalovpe petaAlucktpia kat
TI¢ mapepfBdoeig petarluckoeig.

S EKIVIOALLE LE TNV AVTIKATACTAON TNG AEENG
avBpwmoktovia pe tn AEEN yuvalkokTovia.
Yxedidlovpe mepaltépw petarluckoeig. ITx KAmoLEG
dpAceLC TOU VORLKOU Adyou Ba avtikatactabouv
amoé TOLNTIKEG eKPpAceLlg. Me autd Tov TpOTO
onuovpyoupe mapefoAréc kat petaMalelg otov
TIOMEC POPEC TPAUMATLKO Kal AdLKO AGYO TOU VOLLoU.
T'ta n dtakivnon auvtol Tou TTAoKa Lol fTav
ONUAVTLKO YLa RLAG va BpoUpie €va dikTuo TTou va
TAPAKANUTITEL TA mainstream cootal piviia. Metd
a6 moMég oulnTroELC evTOg TNG OpAadac aMda Kat
pe v EAnida Kapapma ané 1o KOIIAX emidé€ape
10 poppat tng mailing list wg éva epyaleio kat
Léoo “ouvopdiac-pe-vipata” (“threaded
conversation”) Tou TPOTEiVEL OLADOPETIKEC
XPOVLKOTNTEG KAl puBPOUC dpovTidag Kal apyoouving

5. http://www.opengov.gr/.
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o€ avtibeon pe TNV TaxUTNTA KATAVAAWGN G
TANpogopiag mou emBAMNMOUY TA NYEROVLKA
KOLVWVLKA biKkTua.

T* WordMord avalntd dtapopeTikég kat 6yt
amapaltnta mavia “véeg” MAaTpOpLeg oLa /emadrc.
H yevealoyia tng mailing list wg epyaleio
OUVOIALaG ToTtoBeTElTAL OTLG ApXEG TG ETIOXNG TOU
dLadiktyov Kal ouxvda exel xpnotpomotnfei kat
e€axoloubelva xpnaotpomnoleitat and (kouvip)
GEUIVIOTIKEG GUMOYLKOTNTEC. Me TNV ETILAOYT AUTOU
TOU SIKTUOU GUVOEONAOTE e AUTH TN yevealoyia. H
Apyoovvn kat n ppovtida atn 6vlhthon mov Eekivaue
ue To Kaula* emionueiooy dev eivat uovn, uag fonbave
Va EMIKEVIPWVOUACTE KUPIWE GTO TTWC AKOVUE Ta AAAa
OWUATA Kal TIC YADGOEG TOUC Kal 6L GTN TTOGOTIKY
avénon TN 0paToTHTAG UAG 1) TOV «K0Ivov» uac. H
EVOXANGN TIOU ETILOLWKOULLE VA TIPOKAAECOULE OTA
Kuplapxa Kowwvika diktua Eekivael T OTLY LI TTIOU
XPNOLUOTIOLOVUE TA KAVAALA TOUG, Yid vd
dladbwaoovuye 1o apyo diktvo (mailing list) diapéoou
ToU Taxutatou. Autd To KaMpmpaptlopa g (1n)
TaxuTnTag Kal Tov apyou pubpou pmopei va mapagel
“napdoita” & ,86pufo” ota bikTua TWV KUplapywWv/
NYELOVIKWY TIOALTIKWY “opatétntag”. (apyoouvn,
ouvBeta viipata culnong, anaitnon xpovou Kait
dlaBdaopatoc amd T@ EMIOKENT(@, text-based kal
oxlimage-based, n xprjon sikévag dev givat
gvkoAn). Emiong, evag aMog tpomoc evoxAnong ota
Kuplapya dikTua swvat kat n dlakivnon Tou
pakpookeroug URL Tov idlov mpotekt (Kapia*
emonpeiwon dev eivat povn). To URL avto eivat
KwOLKoTOLNEVO (ETIELOT) Elval YPARLEVO e
EMNVLKOUG Kal OXL AQTLVIKOUC XAPAKTHPES) KAl
ATTOKWOLKOTIOLELTAL LOVO OTAV ELCAYETAL O€ €va
browser.

[en] Question 1. How do you disrupt/undermine
mainstream social media?

Franck-Lee Alli-Tis: First of all, WordMord, so far,
has decided not to have an account on mainstream
social networks to promote our activities or
activist material related to our issues. The group
members use our personal networks to distribute
either feminist / activist content or our artistic
actions. The tentacle No Annotation Is Alone* is a
project (in progress) to intervene in the legal
discourse, specifically Chapter Fifteen of the
Criminal Code concerning Crimes against Life.
Here we started to question, more intensively, the
issue of communication networks and the
circulation /dissemination / discussion of
contents.

In this project we took, as a starting point, the
online PDF file of the Penal Code which is freely
accessible on the website of the Ministry of the
InteriorS. Still, it does not offer any possibility of
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editing and annotation, or even copying. With No
Annotation Is Alone* we seek to open up the
mutation and modification of this file, in
particular, the Chapter Fifteen of the Criminal
Code, which concerns Crimes against Life. We
began the process of creating a tool that copies the
legal text and then replaces words or phrases
within the text. We enable visitors to highlight and
change the code. We call this tool petaAlucktpia
and the interventions petaAluckoelg.

We started by replacing the word homicide with
the word femicide. We are planning further
petaAluckoelg. For example, some legal phrases
will be replaced by poetic expressions. In this way
we create interference and mutations in the often
traumatic and unjust discourse of the law. To
circulate this tentacle it was important for us to
find a network that bypasses mainstream social
media. After many discussions within the group
and with Elpida Karaba from The Centre of New
Media and Feminist Public Practices (CNMFPP),
we chose the mailing list format as a tool and
medium of “threaded conversation” that suggests
different temporalities, rhythms of care and
slowness as opposed to the speed of information
consumption imposed by hegemonic social
networks.

WordMord seeks different, and not necessarily
always “new”, interface platforms. The genealogy
of the mailing list as a conversational tool dates
back to the early internet age, it has often been,
and still is, used by queer and feminist collectives.
By choosing this network we are connecting to this
genealogy. Slowness and care in the conversation
that we initiate with No Annotation Is Alone* helps
us to focus mainly on how we listen to other bodies
and their languages and not on the quantitative
increase of our visibility, or our “audience”. The
disruption we are aiming to cause to dominant
social networks begins the moment we use their
channels to spread the slow network (mailing list)
through the fast-paced one. This calibration of
(non-)speed and slow rhythm can produce
“parasites” and “noise” in the networks of
dominant/hegemonicvisibility" policies.
(slowness, complex discussion threads,
requirement of time and reading by visitors, text-
based and not image-based, the use of images is
not easy). Another way to disrupt the mainstream
networks is the circulation of the long URL of the
same project (No Annotation Is Alone*). This URL
is encoded (because it is written in Greek, not
Latin characters) and is only decoded when
entered into a browser.
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[gr] Epwtnon 2. Me TToL0UG TPOTIOUG
npoonadeite va £l0TE OPAT@ EKTOG NYEHOVIKWV
KOLVWVLKWYV SIKTUWV;

Christina: I'ta Tyv evdoouadixij emxovowvia uag
OVVaVTIONAoTE TIpoypauuatiouéva xai efdouadiaia
uéow ovAatv BivreoxAnang mov yivetal armo 1o jitsi kai
0€ UeyaAvTepn GuxvOTHTA aAAd Aiyo mio ataxta n
emxovwvia uetalv pac yivetat uéow tov signal (mov
elvat pta epapuoyn Aueans aviarAaync unvoudtwv).
AovAgvove GuALOYIKA K KEIUEVIKA KVPIWE UEGA ATTO
ta pads. Ta pads eival ovhalv kowva apyeia mou
UTIOPOUE TAUTOXPOVA 1) O€ BLadOPETIKEC
XPOVIKOTNTECG TO KaBéva va ypayel, va eme€epyaotel
KAl va KpaTioeL GNUELWOELC Yia bLddopa {nTrHpata
TIOU LG ATIAGKO0AOUV KAL TA TIPAKTLKA ATIO TIG
ouvavtnoelg pag. Ta pads avtd oteyalovral Kat
ouvtnpouvtal otn varia (cuMoyLKOTNTA ATIo
Potepvtap) kat eivat ev duvapel dnupooia.
OTI0L0ONTIOTE ATOHO HLE ALVK UTIOPEL VA EXEL
mpooBaacn. KATola amo Ta avT EMIAEYOUE va Td
KAVOULE ONUOGLA IE PETATPOTIN TOUC AaLP o€
oeAMlbeg Tou odit pag. Kat téhog kavape dnpodcio to
pad pe 6vopa wordlist To omolo elval avoiyto kat
pmopel kaveic va kavel editing Kal va CURLILETEXEL
o1o chat. Tnv uPnAoTEPN OUWG TINYT 0PATOTNTAG
0TOV BLAOLKTUAKO XWPO HEXPL OTLYIAG TNV
TpoodEPeL N LoTooEADA Lag Tov Bpioketal o
e€eMEnN. 'Exoupie 1o https://wordmord-ur.la/
website 6TTOU WG TWPA EXOULE SNILOGLEVCEL UALKO
amod TIg dpAcelg Kal LBEVIC:

-10 epyaotipt WordComminutes / A workshop on
crashing language movu £yive 610 okTw/EIGHT,

-to Dear neutral language: jlla mapouaiaon kat
workshop mou €ytve ovAatv.

-To onlania-eva mloxaput Tov wordmord (padi pe
Ewpnvn Aalapioov, ITépoa MUptoou, NedeAn
Muptidn) ToU TTPoEKLYE 0AV CUVEXELA TOU TIPWTOU
£pPYAOTNPLOU KAL EPEVVA TIG OUVATOTNTEG
amootabepomoinong tov emionpou
YPADELOKPATLKOV KAL KAVOVIGTLKOU AdYOU. Q¢ Twpd
UTIApYEL UALKO amo Ty ekBean manyfesto or how to
dirtystruct a lexicon. I't’ autd To vijpd €TMIKOVWVIAC
XPNOLUOTIOLOUHE TNV TAATG Oppa tumblr.

'Otav Aoty TpExeL Kamolo LBevt mou BEAovpe va
ETILKOLVWVI|OOVLE LLE TO EUPUTEPO KOLVO-WE TWPA-
aUTO TIOU KAVOULE €lval va T ETILKOLVWVOULLE elTe
HEoA amo Ta TPOCsWTILKA TTPOdIA pag
(inppovagram, fapebook nyepovikd Kovwvika
diktua) (Aev éxoupe OAS emionpn celida og avta ta
diKTUA.) ElTE TA ETILKOLVWVOULLE PLEGA ATIO TA
TpoowTika email. ETiong xpnotpomnotupe moAU Kal
ToV TTPodopLKd AbYo.

[en] Question 2. What are your ways or modes
of trying to be visible outside the hegemonic
and mainstream social media?

Christina: For our internal group communication,
we meet on a scheduled and weekly basis through
online video calls in Jitsi. More frequently but also
irregularly, we communicate with each other through
Signal (an instant messaging application). We work
collectively and textually mainly through Etherpad.
Pads are online shared files on which we can
simultaneously or asynchronously write, edit,
document our meetings and take notes on various
issues of concern. These pads are hosted and
maintained by Varia and are potentially public.
Anyone with a link can access them. We choose to
make public some of the pads by converting them
into pages on our website. Finally, we made public
the pad named wordlist, which is open, and
anyone can edit and participate in the chat. So far,
the highest source of online visibility is our
website, currently under construction. On the
website?, we have published material from several
activities and events:

-WordComminutes: A workshop on crashing
language held at oxtw /EIGHT

-Dear neutral language: a presentation and
workshop that took place online

-onlania: a tentacle of WordMord (together with
Eirini Lazaridou, Persa Myrtsou and Nefeli
Mirtidi) that emerged as a continuation of the first
workshop, exploring the possibilities of
destabilising official, bureaucratic and normative
language. So far, there is material from the
exhibition manyfesto or how to dirtystruct a
lexicon. For this communication thread, we use
the platform Tumblr.

So, when there is an event running that we want to
communicate with the broader public, what we do
until now is to publish it either through our
personal profiles (in mainstream social networks,
not on an official page) or we communicate it
through our personal emails. We also use word of
mouth alot.

[gr] Epwtnon 3. I1wg ¢pTidyveTe Ta S1KA oG
Pnotaka epyaleia, T AOYLGLKO XPNGLHLOTIOLELTE;

Aggeliki: ©a puAnoovpe yia o kapia* emonpeiwon
oev elval povn (No Annotation Is Alone*). To 2020
ETNPEAGUEV@ aTIO TIC GLINTHOEIC YDPW ATIO TIC
moAvaptBuec yvvaixoxoktovieg atnv EAAada
amopaacicaue o0ti O¢éAovue va kavovpue KATI Ue aUTo Kal
™ yYAWaoa mov ytiletal yopw and avtd. H kauia*

7. WordMord https://wordmord-ur.la/.
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emonueiwon dev eivai uovn eivai éva eyxeipnua
mapEuSacnc aTo vouiko Adyo evrog evog dtaldyov mov
ovuBaiver uéow ¢ mailing list Tov WordMord.
KaloUpe ATopa Kal GUMOYLKOTNTEG VA CURLIETEXOUV
o€ autn Tn oLl TNOoN SlEPWTNONG TOU VOLLOU Kl
oUYKEKpLUEVA Tou Aékatou ITépumtou Kepalaiov
Tou TTowikol Kwdika, mou adopd ota EykArpata
KATA NG Zwnc. Me adopur} auté anodacicaps va
mapépfouie 61o PDF TOU GUYKEKPLILEVOU VOLLOU
ToU €ival 61aBéatpio d1adlkTuaka amod To KpAToq.

O&Aape va KAVOULLE ETILONILELWOELG OTO KEIPEVO
auTo KAl va AVTIKATACTHOOUE KAToLeg AE€eLC.
SKEPTAKAWE VA KPUWOULLE AUTHV TNV ETLONUELWON
péoa oto 610 avtd 1o PDF, omdte 6TAV KATIOL@
avtypagel avtd 1o keipevo va eivat 61adopeTiko.
Xpnolpomolioape avolTol AoyLopLKOU epyaieia
YLa VA TO KAVOUE AUTO. XPNOLUOTIOLOAUE TO
epyaleio tesseract mov kavetr Optical Character
Recognition (Omtixky Avayvopion Xapaktipwv) o€
uia eixova / PDF pe keiuevo xat dnutovpyel Eva apxeio
oe yA\wooa html mov Aéyetat hOCR (avto To epyaleio
dnabn maipvel v eikova-PDF kat TNV KAvel
emAé€ipo-kéiuevo). Meta pie y\wooa Python
€10AYyOU e AUTO TO Kelpevo Tiow oto PDF wote va
UTopeic va emiAé€eLg Kal va avTlypapeLg To Kelpevo
Tou PDF. ITetpa&apie avth n dtadikacia pe to va
TAPEPOULLE OTO KELILEVO TIPLV TO ELOXWPTIOOVLLE OTO
PDF Kal va avTlKaoTaoTHooupe AEEelg 6w  auTi
¢ avBpwmoktoviag oe yuvvaikoktovia.'ETol 6tav
KATIOL@ avTlypadel 1o Keiptevo Tou PDF Kal TO KAVeL
ETIKOMNON KATIOU aMov BAEmeL TN SIKT pag
ETILONHELWOT]. OEAANE VA CUIILETEXOULLE OTO
o660 SLAAOYO YA TIG YUVALKOKTOVIEG LIE TO va
dlavelpouvpe o PDF ota social media, og kUkAoug
dknydpwy, akadbnpaikwy, dpepviotplwyv. To
oKePTAKALE oav éva L6 TTou dLaveipeTe Kal
TIPOTELVEL TO XAKAPLOHA TwV TTaylwpévwy (fixed)
PDF. To PDF é&xeLtnv 1d€a tou BLfAiou, tou dev
umopeic va avitypayelg, be pmopeic va
Tpomomotroelg KAT. Kal avtog eival o Tpomog ov
potpadetal To KPATOC TOLWIKA Kelpeva, kel epeig
B&hapie va To 0TACOULLE, va XAKAPOULE AUTO TO
PDF. I'la vad T0 LOLPpAGTOUE TO aveBAcaple 6TO
0épBep pag katto petatpéPape oe eva URL.
Emeldn Ta eMnvikd 6Tav HeTaTtpémovtdl o€
XAPAKTNPEC Kal KpuTitoypadouvtal o éva URL
OKEPTNKALLE va KpUPOUHE TNV TPOBeaT] pag ekel kat
OnuLovpYroape eva Lkpo pavipeosto péoa tou. To
pivupa pmopel va amokpumntoypadnbei pbvo oto
browser.

TIepaoapie TOAD xpOvo culnNTWVTAS yia va Bpolje
TI0LOG €ival 0 KaAUTEPOG TPOTIOC VA TO
dlapolpacoupie woTe va emnpedalel TpAYRATL TO
dtdAoyo yupw amd avtoé To BEpa xwplic va
XPNOLLOTIOLOULLE TOUC KUpiapxoug TpOTToUG
£TIKOVWVIAC 6TIWC €va event oTto Facebook, adov
NTav éva mapacliTo, £vag LOC. KePTHKALE va

polpactoupe To PDF pe 10 1epdotio URL pécw
mailing list, emails, whatsapp chat, kat ¢éMa. Me
adopu AUTOU dNILOVPYNOALLE KAl TN OLKN Hag
mailing list tov yivetal host ato server ¢pihwv 10
lurk. org. Z1yd otyd kat oulnTWVTAG OTIG
eBébopadlaiec oulntroeig xtioape padi eva
dladiktuaxd epyaieio mou pavepwvel To Pvupa,
amokpuTitoypadei to PDF kal dnpiovpyel éva veo
PDF pe mn do1kn pag emionpeiwon. To xtiocape pe
flask kat Bpioketal oto o€pPep pac. 'EXOULE ApEDT
mpo6oBaocn og autod kal 1o e€eAlocoupe padi pe n
Bonbela didwv pac.'Eva and pag EXeL mTEPLOCOTEPES
YVWOELG OTOV TIPOYPAHUATIO RO AMA KAVOULE KOLVEC
OUVAVTAGOELS WOTE va pdboupe 1o éva amod 1o Ao
KAl oL S1apOPETIKEG TIPAKTLKESG LAG VA ETINPEACOUV
Ta epyaleia mov dnpovpyolE, EVIAGOOVTAC OTIC
PYnoLakéc mapepBACELC HAC EVOWUATEG TTPAKTLKEG
yla mapadelypa.

[en] Question 3. How do you create your own
digital tools, what software do you use?

Aggeliki: We will talk about No Annotation Is
Alone*. *In 2020, influenced by the discussions
around the numerous femicide cases in Greece, we
decided to do something with this and the
language built around it. No Annotation Is Alone*
is a project to intervene in legal discourse within a
dialogue that happens through WordMord's
mailing list. We invite individuals and collectives
to participate in this debate questioning the law,
specifically Chapter Fifteen of the Penal Code, that
deals with Crimes Against Life. On this occasion
we decided to intervene in the PDF of this law that
is available online from the State.

We wanted to annotate this text and replace some
words. We thought to hide this annotation within
the PDF. So, when someone copies the text, it will
appear differently. We used open source tools to do
this. We used the tool Tesseract for Optical
Character Recognition on an image / PDF with text
that creates an HTML file called hOCR (this tool
takes the image-PDF and makes it selectable-text).
Then with Python programming language, we
insert this text back into the PDF so you can select
and copy it. We twisted this process by altering the
text before inserting it into the PDF and
substituting words (Such as homicide replaced by
femicide). That way, when someone copies the
text of the PDF and pastes it somewhere else, they
see our annotation. We wanted to participate in
the public discourse on femicides by distributing
the PDF on social media, in circles of lawyers,
academics, feminists. We imagined it as a virus
that is spread and suggests the hacking of fixed
PDFs. The PDF has the idea of a book that you
can't copy, can't modify, etc. The state shares legal
texts in PDF format; we wanted to intervene and
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hack it. We uploaded it to our server and turned it
intoa URL in order to distribute it. To have greek
characters in a URL, they have to be encoded. We
thought to hide our intention there by creating a
small manyfesto inside. The message can only be
decrypted in the browser.

We spent a lot of time discussing the best way to
share it so that it would influence the discourse
around this issue. We didn't want to use
mainstream communication channels like
Facebook. Looking at this PDF (with the huge
URL) as a parasite, a virus, we thought to share it
via mailing list, emails, WhatsApp chats and
more. On this occasion, we created our own
mailing list, hosted on LURK's server (lurk.org).
Slowly, and by discussing in our weekly chats, we
built together a web tool that reveals the message,
decrypts the PDF and creates a new PDF with our
own annotation. We made it with Flask and it is
hosted on our server. We have direct access to it
and are developing it together with the help of our
friends. One of us has more knowledges in
programming, but we have communal meetings to
learn from one another. Our different practices
influence the tools we create, such as integrating
our digital interventions with embodied practices.

[gr] Epwtnon 4. TIwg ¢avtaleote [Ld OUTOTILKN
TAQTHOPLA KOLVWVLKNAG SIKTUWONG;

Franck-Lee Alli-Tis and Oyto: Mia “outomtkr”
mAATOppa SikTuwong Ba émpeme va mayeL va ivat
OUTOTILKI] KAL OTIWOONTIOTE XpeLAleTal va yivel
oLMoYLKA. Oa fjTav vBpLoLkn cuvdeovtag
EVOWNATEG/BLWHATIKEG TIPAKTLKEG e ahyopLOpiKkég /
wnotaxéc (auto eivat kAT Tov anacyoAei tdlaltepa
towordmord). Eivat fragmented iowg edpripepeg
KAL 1N YPARHLKES aMA KAl TApALEVOUY 0TO XpOVO.
Yrdpyxouv 1161 TETOLEG HLADOPETLIKEG TTAATPOPLES
dIkTUWONG eite GvAaiv eite offline. Oa eixe
evolapépov 1 épeuva Kal LeAETN pLag yeveatoylag
SLAPOPETIKWY KOUIPp PEUIVIOTIKWY OLKTUWV
ouvbeong, Tov dev eivat anmapaitnta povo
dtadiktuvakd mapadeiypata, m.y. online / offline
£pyaoThpla, £va oAl evdLladEPOV GOPUAT TNG
Bepohvelikng opddag UNWETTER mou onpaivet
Kakokalpla)viiokopaoLp Tikvik, safe xwpog, bev
UTIAPXEL TO AYXOG TNG APLEDNG dNLocLoToinonc, Tilo
TPooéooval, Peien Blwpatikol, TPOSWTLKOU HE TA
Bepata epyaoiag tng opadag, apyoolivn—o6e
xpetaletal va yivetat moot kabe mpooeg, TiLo
TPooécooual / mpocéoual, epyaciakd ouvdéeTal
L€ TO TIPOOWTILKO, TIPAYHATLKA TTpoBATaTa.

Tsvikd kATI OV EVTOTILIOTAV KAL OE TTAAALOTEPOVC
TPOTIOVC KOIVWVIKYC SIKTUWONG, OTIWE TA TIPOYPAUUATA
aueonc avraAlaync unvupatwy (instant messaging)
¢ dexaetiag Tov 1990, 0mw¢ 1o MIRC, mov

XPNOLUOTIOLOVVTAV UE GKOTIO TN dnuiovpyla,
S1adikTvakwv Kat Uy, GYEGEWV Kal KOIVOTHTWY, Kal OeV
éxel aAdaer uéxpt anuepa, eivai: n avaykn evpecng
€vO¢ ao@atoic xotvod Témov Kai 1 emiuuia cvlNTRONC
K@l GUGYETIONG. TUCKETLONG LLE ATOMA TIOU TIAPA TIC
dlapopég Toug polpdlovtal KAt eAevBepa KOO pE
O6pou¢ emBupLwy, avalnTioewy Kal SUVNTIKOTATWY,
1660 ag PNPLaKoO, 660 KAl G GUV-APLKO XWPOXPOVO.

[en] Question 4. How do you imagine a utopian
social media platform?

Franck-Lee Alli-Tis and Oyto: A “utopian”
networking platform should cease to be utopian
and definitely needs to be done collectively. It
would be hybrid, linking embodied /living
practices with algorithmic / digital (this is
something WordMord is particularly concerned
with). It is fragmented, perhaps ephemeral and
non-linear, but also persists in time. There are
already such different networking platforms either
online or offline. It would be interesting to
research and study a genealogy of different queer
feminist networks of connection, not necessarily
just online examples. A very interesting format of
the Berlin group UNWETTER (meaning bad
weather) is their discourse picnic, it is a safe space
with no stress of immediate publicity. It is more
attentive, while there is a mix of experiential,
personal and group work issues. There is
slowness, there is no need to post every process. It
is more prosexual, work is connected to personal,
real problems.

In general what was in older social networks, such as
the instant messaging programs of the 1990s, like
mIRC (my Internet Relay Chat), which were used to
create online and offline relationships and
communities, is still present today: the need for a
secure common place and the desire to discuss and
associate. To associate with people who, despite
their differences, share something freely in
common in terms of desires, aspirations and
potentialities, in both digital and co-tactile spaces.
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WordMord kAsioipo

QovTaZQUOOTE (LK OU-TOTILKT) TIAXTQOPLX 1)
OAAMLWG..TIWE VX XVTLOTEKECAL OTN HOVOELX.
QovIdZQUOOTE QT TNV TAXTOOPHO
TPOTIOTIOLWVTAG TNV TETXPTN EPWINON:

Mou ToTo-BETELTOL UL OU-TOTILKT) TTAATPOPUX
KOLVWVLKNG OLKTUWONG;

Towg elvot ot N @LOEL TNG OU-TOTILKT) L€ TNV EVVOLX
TOU OTL 0 YN@LOKOG TNG TOTIOG, ELVAL ELKOVLKOG,

ov OexToUUE BEPROILO OTL UNOTIOLEITOL VONTIKG OTO
EMIMEDO TNG PAVTOOLAG,

EVW OVTIBETA EVOG PUOLKA OVTIANTITOC XWPOG Eivail
£VQ TIPOOOLOPLOUEVO EPOC TOU UTINPKTOU (PUGLKOU
TEPLBXANOVTOG

Mou oTey&IETOL KOL OE TIOLO / TIOLOL / TIOLOV OXVIKEL;
Motol / TTOLEG / TTOLOUG OXTTOLOXOAEL;

Tt (ek)TTANpwVEL;

H oAALWG..TTWG OVTIOTEKETOL OTNV avEAEUBEPI;
TTWE PAUVTXZQUOOTE TA QUA, TIG YAWOOEG KOL TO
VPXUUOTO LG OUTOTILKNG TANTPOPUOG KOLVWVLKIG
dlkTUwong;

TN @ovI&ZQUOOTE OPATOTEPT KOl laUvopN.
@LALKT) TIPOG TO XPNOTL/ TN XPNOTPLX / TO XPNOTN.
DIALKY) TIPOG TIG YAWOOEG, TOX CWHOTX, TOL UXTLOL KOL T
QUTL

DLALKN TTPOG Ta N avBpwTTve {wa.

H oAALWG..TTWG OVTIOTEKETOL OTNV TIANYWTIKOTNTO;
MANKTPO, TANKTP, TTANKTPX

KL Oy YIYLOTO OTITLKWYV LVWV.

Xwpave N Lepapyior Kol 0 EAEYXOC OE LG OU-TOTILKY)
TIAXTQPOPA KOLVWVLKNG OLKTUWONG;

Mowx glval N HUPWOLE TNG;

QovIGZQUOOTE UL OUTOTILKT) TIAATQOPLA KOLVWVLKTG
OlKTUWONG.

SUPTIEPIANTITLKT), AKX O-TOELKT).

o-To LK.

ALo-CWUATLKT, OLO-TIPOCWTILKT|, TIOAUQWVLKT), GAAK
OXL ETLOETLKN.

MOAUWVULI KXL OPYVLKT.

Fevik& ) @aviaZQuoote AIAOOPA.

KEIK XVAUELKTO, KIMTOL KaL AEpovada.

TLXPWUOTO ElvaL uTh;

Ou Bewpel 6eOOUEVO OTL T OLO-CWHATIKA [LOIG
0edopEvVa

OEV ELVOL TIPOTOVTX YLX TLG VEOPIAEAEUBEPEG
OTOTLOTLKEG

KOL TLG XTTOAUTOPXLKEG KUBEPVIOELG.

™ avI&ZQuaote QUOKOAN OTNV avoxn Tng Biag.
Mot ivo n uEn ™g;

MNotnoiwv.

™ eavI&ZQuUaoTE EUKOAN OTN UETOKIVNON.
1OPWVOVTAG,

0OTEPLY, BPUn KOl KOAWDLOL.

oyKoALolOHOoTE,

YAloTpael!

MoTi 08 QUTI) TNV OU-TOTILKN TAXTQOPO BPLOKOUNOTE
YL VO LETOKKLVIBOULE

TN @AVTIGRZQUOOTE TOTILKA KOL EETTEPVOVTOG TX
ouvopa

O€ TOTIO OLOTOTILKO OTTO TOX CWUXTAX UOG PTLOYUEVO,
KL ETOL OLX-OU-TOTILKT).

Mol o€ QUTI) TNV OU-TOTILKI TAXTPOPO
eVOEXOMEVWC VX OUYKLVNBoUuE

Molx gival ) yeuon 1ng;

N eavTadZQuoote YOAX{OTIPAOLVN KOl GUVVEQLVN
XWPLG CUVTNPNTLKOL.

'H unmwg eivat Al-Toma OAx auTd;
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WordMord Closure

We imagine an u-topic platform or... How to resist
loneliness? We imagine this platform by modifying the
fourth question: Where is an u-topic platform placed?
Perhaps it is by its own ‘u-topic’ in the sense that its
digital topos is virtual,

if we accept that it is cognitively realised at the level
of imagination,

whereas a physically perceived space is a defined
part of the actual physical environment. Where is it
housed and to whom does it belong?

Who works there?

What does it fulfil, pay for?

Or... How does it resist unfreedom and servility?
How do we imagine the genders, languages and the
letters of an u-topic social network platform?

We imagine it as more visible and borderless.
Friendly to the users.

Friendly to languages, bodies, eyes and ears.
Friendly to other than human animals.

Or else... How does it resist hurtfulness?

Keys, keys, keys

and and fibre optic touch.

Do hierarchy and control fit into an u-topic social
network platform?

What’s the smell of it?

We can imagine an u-topic social network platform.
Inclusive, but a-toxic.

a-taxic.

Inter-somatic, inter-personal, poly-phonic, but not
aggressive.

Polynomic and organic.

Multi-flavoured cake, kimchi and lemonade. What are
its colours?

It’ll take for granted that our inter-somatic data, is not
products for neoliberal statistics, and authoritarian
governments. We imagine it hard to tolerate violence.
What is the texture of it?

Patision.

We imagine it being easy to move.

While sweating,

stars, moss and cables.

We embrace each other,

it slips over!

Because on this u-topic platform we find ourselves
before moving.

We imagine it topical and beyond borders.

In an inter-topical place made of our bodies,

and so inter-u-topical.

Because on this platform we may be moved. What is
the taste of it?

We imagine it blue-green and cloudy without
preservatives.

Or is it all this out of space?
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Questions from the audience:

[en] A question about No Annotation Is Alone*.
You said that the new PDF is like a virus. In
which way?

[gr] Epwtnon yia 1o £pyo Kapia* emonpeiwon
6ev gival povn. Einmate 61110 vEO PDF givat cav
16G. Me 71016 TpOTIO;

[en] Aggeliki: First of all, we annotate the PDF in
away that is not supposed to be annotated. The
virus idea was that we have this URL, which
cannot be read by all the platforms because it's
very long. We have this idea that our annotation is
like a virus to the main legal language that has this
fixed code that we just follow as citizens from the
state.

[gr] To (610 To PDF eme1dm) éxel emionpuetwdei, £xel
p1éoa Tou KATL oav 10, YIATL 0UCLAOoTIKA TIEPLEXEL éva
Keipevo 1o omoio 6e Ba Tepleixe, kalL avto TO
dlavelploupie e €va TPOTIO TO OTIOL0 AKPLPWG ETELDT
éxel éva oAU peyalo pakpookerég URL dev pmopel
va dtaBaotei anod 6ha ta péoa. I'ia mapadeLypa oto
twitter UTIApXEL CUYKEKPLLEVOG apLBpog
XApaKkTHpwv. '‘OTav auvtd pmeL o email, pmopeiva
epdaviotei oav 16¢.

[en] Mara: Ithinkit's interesting because it is
about mutating, text mutation. And noise,
creating a noise. And un-readability, that can be
filtered out, or censored in some platforms, like
centralised commercial platforms. When

something is very weird or very long, or the
encoding is not recognisable, then it gets filtered
as spam.

[en] Areyou a host of a virus? Are you serving a
virus? Do you want to pass it on?

[gr] Tia moL6 AOyo Xpnotpomoteitat cav Log;
®dloeveite eocig Tov 10, 1] £0€ig TOV TAPAYETE;

[gr] Aggeliki:To PDF ¢thofeveitov 16. Ouolaotikd
€LEIC TO TAPAYOULLE KAl LETA OTAV TO dlAVEIpOUE
elval extog eAéyyou, To oL Ba TdeL.

[en] The PDF is already the host. We create it and
then distribute it, but what then happens and
where it will go, is out of our hands.

[gr] Franck-Lee Alli-Tis: 'HBeAa va 1w TOAU
oUVTOWA YIA TNV £VVOoLd TOU LoV KAl TIWG GUVOEETAL TO
wordmord yevikoTepa Tépa AT TO GUYKEKPLILEVO
TPOTeKT. BAETIOUIE KAl WC LA TIAPAYWYT) LWV OAEG
TIC YAWOOLKEC PeTaMALELC TTOU KAVOULLE, To dirty-
struction, oTnv KUplapxn yY\wooa, oTov TIoLIKO
KWOLKA, o€ cupPoOAALA, OTIWG EYLVE KAL LLE TO
np6tlet Manyfesto. Kal autr eivat pla mapaywyn
LWV, TIC oTToleC dlaxeoupe aota Kelpeva, aMadovtag
TNV Kuplapyn NyEROVIKY TPAVIATIKY YAWOOA.

[en] It’'s not only the PDF tool, it’s most of the
research of WordMord that tries to mutate the
language, and produces viruses in this context. For
example in contracts, or other penal codes.

[en] How do you learn to do all of these
interesting and technical things at the same
time? What is your background?

[gr] ITwg pabaivete cav opdda va Gpriayvete 6Aa
avta ta epyaldeia; Kat TEXVIKA, TEXVOAOYLKA alld
KOL VO LATIKA;

[en] Aggeliki: We have different backgrounds. We
have in common that we speak the Greek
language. We are linguists, performers, artists,
and only one of us has more technical knowledges,
because of studying a Master course that has to do
with art and technosocial approach. We also have
a bigger community of people that support this,
like Varia and other spaces. That's why we do
workshops, inviting other people that know more,
and we do these co-learning sessions together so
we exchange on how we make these tools, we do it
together. For example, I try to translate some
things that I understand with my knowledges to
the others, and then when we need more help we
ask more people to be part of this process. In
workshops, we try to meet and work together on
the tools.

[gr] Ta maidid anoé to wordmord anod
dLAPOopETLKOUC Xwpoug. ITepddppavg, Téxvn,
®LAOAOYLKA, YAWOOOAOYLKA, TEXVOAOYLKA.
SuvavtiolvTal Kal KAvouv epyacthipla yla va
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doUAEPOUV TAVW 0TA epyaAeia KAl VONUATLKA KAl
TeEXVIKA. Eival KAt SUoKOAO TIavTa, TO TTWG LTopEl
KATLVONUATLKO VA PLETATPATIEL € TEXVOAOYLKO, Elval
TAvTa pia peydin doknaon. To kavouv avolxtd padl
oMo, mpoomabwvtag va e€nyolv o vag 6Tov AMov.
Emiong kahoUv dtopa ekTHC NG opddag va yivouv
UEPOC auTWV TwV epyactnpiwv i pag fonbolv va ta
e€ehioupe meplocoTEPO.

[en] How long is this process going on?
[gr] TI600 Katp6 dovAeveTe TAVW oTA TTPOTLEKT
oag;

[en] Aggeliki: We have worked together for almost
three years. I think the tool is around two years
old. We have meetings every two weeks, gradually
developing different workshops in different
places.

[gr] TIepimou 3 xpbvia. To epyaieio 1o boulevoupie
Tepimou 2 Xpbvia, cuvavTtiopaote kabe duo
Boopdadeg.

[en] You come from different backgrounds
(such as performance). How does it feel to work
with technology / technical tools?

[gr] TIpoépxeote A6 dLAPOPETLKOVG XWPOUG.
IIw¢ viwOeTe 6TAV SOUAEVETE [LE TRV TEXVOAOYLKA
/ TEXVIKA epyaleia;

[en] Christina: It gives me great excitement, also
because for me it is an unknown area. In my mind
itis avery male dominated field. In terms of
translation, I feel connected in the community of
discourse.

[gr] Mou bivel TOAU Tpehbd evBouoiacilo yiati elval
KATL TTOAD AyvWoTo yia péva. To éxw cuvdETEL Kal WG
TIL0 avopokpatovpevo xwpo. Eival dtapopetikd ta
media, aMd atcBdvopal 6Tl cuvdbéopal péoa amo éva
community of discourse.

[en] Franck-Lee Alli-Tis: For me it is also a great
excitement to work with coding. But also on the
other side I have to learn to be more patient.
Because we don't have a “proper programmer” in
the group, we are slow and we learn to work with
this slowness and all these gaps of knowledges.
Because there are a lot of ideas to include coding
in our methodologies of disturbing language. But
we are also patient and slow in order to adapt and
to find solutions and connect the algorithmic
processes with embodied / linguistic processes.
[gr] Eme1dr| kavéva am'ta maidbld dev xel
TIPOEPYETAL ATIO TIPOYPAUHATIONO KaBapd, To va
pabelc TPOYPARUATIOTIKA 1) TEXVOAOYLKA epyaleia
Talpvel ToAU mepLoo6teEPO Xpovo. Elval KATL Tou
yivetal nébodog. Mia pebodoloyia apyn péoa oto
Xpovo, pabaivovtag ta epyaieia mou Toug
evolapEépouy ouykekpLpéva. Mmopel Opwe va dwaoel

Kal pa dlapopeTikr avtiAnyn 6tav SouleveLg pe
¢va epyalelo mpoepyOLevn Ao [N TEXVOAOYLKN
katevBuvon.

[en] Oyto: It's like learning a new language. We
use this concept of translation. Translation is very
important for WordMord. Moving from natural
language to computer language is a whole journey.
But combining and mixing the conceptual
discourses and needs with technical issues is a
kind of magic that connects us.

[gr] O ouvbuaoLog TWY dUO, VONIATLKOU Kal
TEXVOAOYLKOU €ilval oav pa payiLk cuvavtnon.
'OTav €pYETAL N GUOLKI YAWOOA VA GUVOLLLANOEL JLE
v YnoLakn.

Introduction to the Fediverse
Workshop

Fediverse discussion

This session was a collective exploration of
alternative social networks, specifically focusing
on the Fediverse (federation+universe) through
discussion and knowledges sharing. We gathered
around a big table with a diagram of the topology
of networks (centralised, decentralised, peer to
peer) and discussed points such as:

® What social media do we use and why?

® What are the problematics we have experienced
using centralised / corporate social media?

© Censoring or shutting down of accounts
without warning and recourse

© Data sold to advertisers and other data
brokers (surveillance capitalism)

© No agency in moderation and policy making

© Spying on citizens online through secret

alliances with the States (undermining
democracy)

© We cannot participate in the direction of
software development

© Highly addictive and encourages toxic social
behaviour
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® Where are centralised social medias hosted?

® What does it mean for software to be closed /
open source?

® Data centres, geolocation of servers

o https://baxtel.com/data-centers/facebook

© htrps://fediverse.observer/map

o https://www.fediverse.space/

© https://hubvvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/esc/
photol1654855778.jpeg

© hups://www.datacenters.com/providers/face
book

® Power structures and social structures

® From passive users/consumers to active
developers/decision makers

® What is the Fediverse?

© interoperability
0 decentralisation

o federation

® How does the Fediverse work? (Software,
Protocols, Servers)

® Social understanding of privacy, community
building, trust between hosters, developers,
users

® Community rules, Code of Conduct, Terms of
use, politics, federation, block

® Mastodon instances we know personally:

o post.lurk.org
© queer.haus
O systerserver.town

o social.lumbung.space
® Peertube instances we know personally:

© tube.systerserver.net
o video.omniatv.com
0 teevee.rdam.tools
© tv.lumbung.space

During the workshop we used several resources:

® Fedizine: An anarchist introduction to federated
social media®, from
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@fedizine@kolektiva.social. Printed and
shared during the workshop.

Seven Theses On The Fediverse And The
Becoming Of FLOSS, text by Aymeric Mansoux
and Roel Roscam Abbing

fediverse.to — a comprehensive list of Fediverse
instances

joinmastodon.org - Mastodon’'s documentation
fediverse.party — a huge list of Fediverse
software and tools

joinfediversewiki — community resource for the
Fediverse

runyourown.social — a guide to running your
own instance

Workshop preparations

Fedizine and resources on Rosa pad

8. An anarchist introduction to federated social media. Available at: https://distro.f-91w.club/fedizine/.
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Discussing the Fediverse
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Day 2

Toolings (Servers,
Mapping, Coding)

Presentation CNMFPP?

[gr] Elpida: To Kévipo Néwv Méowv Kat
DePVIOTIKWY TIpAKTIKWY 0TO 6NILOGLO XWPO
(KNM®II) eival eva mpOypappLa mou
xpnuatodotnBnke and tov EAIAEK /TTEK,
onhadn amo6 ) Tevikr) TpappateiaEpevvag kat
Kawotopiag kat to EMnviko6 Tépupa Epsuvag and
Kawvotopiag kat edpalet oto ITavemIoTHLO
©eooaliag oTo TUNHA APXITEKTOVIKNG, OTIOTE €ival
pe éva Beoilko TPOYPALILA TTOU OTOXEVEL OLLWE vV
Bpetyépupec pe media kal eKTOG. AUTO avoiyeLn
oL{NTNON yIa TAPAdELY LA TO TIWG KTIopEL va
OUVEPYAOTEL £Vag TTAVETLOTNHLAKOC BeopoC e
aktTLBLoTéc / akTiBioTpleg kal av avto ivat epLkTo.
To Beopikd autd Mpodypappa £xeL 6TOXO va gival va
£pyaoTpL, £vag xwpog oTov omoio Tibevtal dtapopa
{nTpata mov adopouv TNV TéXVN / KOUATOUpA Kal
TOU pOAOU TNG EVTOC TNG TAYKOGHLLOTIOLLEVN
TEXVOAOYLKT GUVOTKN, bwéva peca amd n
pL{OOTIACTIKOTNTA TG GEULVIOTLKIG OKEYNC,
Bewplac kat mpakTikng. TexvoAOYLKT] LE TNV €VpEia
évvola, dnhadmn amoé tnv texvoloyia avth kabeavtn
OTNV VAIKOTNTA TNG, aAA KAl TIG TEXVOAOYiEC TTou
apopolv Tov TPOTIO TIOU 0PYAVWVOVTAL Ol
UTIOKELHLEVIKOTNTEG, TA cwRatd pag.Emiong
onuavikod otolxeio anmotelel kat o {NTna Tou
ONIOGLOU XWPOoU, TTOL Adopda Jiia eupela Katavonan
ToU dnLOGLOU Kal Tou Xwpou.AuTtol efval oL TpeLg
acovec.

The Centre of New Media and Feminist Public Practices presenting
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'Exouv yivel dladopeg epyacieg oe avta ta mhaiola,
TIOU TTOMEG POPEG DEV 1TAVE KATAVONTEG 1} TOGO
ATIOOEKTEG 1) TUTILKEC 0TI OECLLKT) TOUG OLAoTACT.
Tla mapadelypa, mapodti o muprvag Tov Kevipou
ATav TPWTIOTWG £va AKAONUAIKO EPEUVITLKO
TPOYPALIA OE TTAPAYOULE KUPLWG 1) LOVO
akadnpaikd apBpa / uAiko, aMd cuvepyaldpaote pe
KAMITEXVEG TTOU OPYAVWVOUY GEHLVAPL, TTAPAYOUV
Kal Tapouctalouv KAMMITEXVLKO €pyo BACLOHEVO
oTnV épeuva kok. IIpdodata KUKAOPOPNOE KAl TO
BiBAio pag Pepiviotikeg Bewpleg, atoOnTikég
TIPAKTIKEG KAL TIAYKOG LLOTIOLNILEVEC TEXVOAOYLEG TTOU
ouvowlilel Tig epyacieg Twv OpAdwv Avayvwong Tou
KévTpou Kal 6ToxeVEL va anmoteAéoel éva epyaleio,
meptAapfavovtac epAnpatikd keipeva g
GERVIOTIKAG oKEYNC Ta oTtoia dev ftav dtabéoipa
oTNV EMNVIKN YAWooad. AUTEG OL TIPAKTLKEG HEV jTAV
akplfwe katavonteg péoa ota Beopikd miaiola.
TTapola avtd epeic emipeivape mpoteivovtag véoug
110 SLEUPULEVOUC TPOTIOUG EpEUVAC. AUTO TO
TPOYPApa adpopd TEXV Kal KOUATOUpA, 0To Tied o
onhadm Tov epeic 5pacTNPLOTOLOVIAOTE.
Tavtdypova autod eival kat eva medio mou motnTiky
abeia, emITPEMEL AUTOU TOU TUTIOU TIC GUVAVTHOELG,
ot oToieg 6ev gival kaBoAov autovonTeg oe AMaA Lo
avotnpa media.

ApXIKE, Xwpic va éxoupe 6To pUalo pag KAToLo
GUYKEKPLHILEVO TIAPADOTED, LLAC ATTACYOANOE TO VA
doupe molég opddeg dpaotnplomotoivial oTo medio
TOU TIOMTLONOU, YUpw amd avtd ta {nTipata.
O¢éAape va opTiaoupe éva eidog diktvov, 0TO 0TI010
va ouvavtnBoupe kat amd ekei va mpokuPouy
olddpopa epwrpata. @&hape 6nAadn Ta epwTHHATA
TOU TIPOYPALHATOC VA 1NV TIPOKUYOUY LLOVO ATIO
ENAG, TIC EPEUVATPLEG, AMA va doUpe Kal oTo Tiedio
TLavaykeg vmapyouvv. TiL propei va {NtasL Kaveig
Qo €va KEVTPO GERLVIOTIKWVY TTPAKTIKWY GTO
dnRoocLo XWpPo Kal o€ oXECH ILE TLG TEXVOAOYIEG;
SKEPTOPEVEC AUTO, TTPOEKVYPE N LOEA va yivel pua
¢peuva va eVIoTLOTOUVY apyLkd otnv ABnva, oto
MnTpomoAltikd Kévipo, mpwtoBoulieg mou
aoyololvtal pe {NTHRATa GERLIVIOHOU,
BnAUKOTATWY PE TNV eVPUTEPN €vvolda, Kal
TOMTIOpOV. ApyiKka 6e Béhape va e€amlwbolpie oe
KATL IOV &€ Ba pmopoloape va eAEYXOULE, yiati
fTav oAU GUYKEKPLILEVOC 0 XPOVOC LLECA OTOV OTIOL0
ETIpETIE VA OOUAEYOULLE WG EPEVVITPLEG (EVTOUTOLG
auto prnopeli va eival évag peMovtikog otoxog). H
Bdhia Ba pAnoet yia 1o mweg apytoe n dtadikacia
TOU EVTOTILOLLOV KAL TN ETLKOVWVIAG [LE AUTEG TLG
OUMOYLKOTNTEG / TTPWTOPROUALEG, KAl TIWG pLETa AT
auto mpoékue n avaykn va onutovpyndei éva
epyahieio xaptoypagpnong, o omoio Bétel diddpopa

9. Archived at https://tube.systerserver.net/w/uM3KhY3vBBxQusVLKIFQET.



https://tube.systerserver.net/w/uM3KhY3vBBxQusVLk1FQET

138

ntipata texvoroyiag. I'ia mapadsiypa, mwe
epappoloupe TV TEXVOLOYiQ OTAV
KATAYpAdOUNE TETOLEG TIPWTOPOUAILEG;

[en] Elpida: The Centre of New Media and
Feminist Public Practices (CNMFPP) is a project
funded by GSRI/HFRI, the General Secretariat
for Research and Innovation and the Hellenic
Foundation for Research and Innovation, based at
the University of Thessaly, Department of
Architecture. So, the project is somewhat
institutional, which has its significance. It touches
on many questions regarding typical and non-
typical methods of research and creativity,
questions for example, of whether a university or
institution can work with activist groups etc. This
programme aims to be a workshop, a space to raise
various issues concerning the role of art / culture
within the global technological condition, seen
from the perspective of radical feminist thought,
theory and practice. Recently we launched our
book “Feminist Theories, Aesthetic Practices and
Globalised Technologies”, which was the output of
our reading groups, and it includes seminal
feminist texts. Technologies in a broad sense,
from the materiality of technology to the way
technologies affect our subjectivities, bodies etc.
The research also brings forward the issues of
public space in broader senses of public and space.

These are the three axes. There is a lot of work
done in these frameworks, which sometimes is
not understood or accepted by the institutional
framework. For example, why don't we produce
formal academic papers? Why do we call on artists
or other people to do workshops? It is difficult
within the institutional framework to “measure”
the value of this research. Yet we persisted to
propose expanded research methodologies. This
programme is about art and culture, the field in
which we are active. This field also allows for
gatherings, articulations and crossroads, which is
not common in academia.

At first, we didn't have a specific deliverable in
mind (which is also not very accepted within the
academic milieu). We were interested to see what
kind of groups are active in the field of culture
around these issues. We wanted to create a
network where we could meet and raise various
questions. We didn't want questions to arise only
from us, the researchers, but to see what
urgencies are in the field. What is relevant to ask
from a centre for feminist practices in the public
space and concerning technologies? Thinking
about this, we came up with the idea to research
initiatives that deal with issues of feminism,
femininities and culture. We initially focused on
Athens, at the Metropolitan Centre, because we

didn't have the means or the funds at the moment
to spread out into something we couldn’t control
since we had a specific amount of time to work as
researchers (nevertheless this can be a future
task). Valia will talk about the process of finding
and communicating with these collectives /
initiatives and how this led to a mapping tool that
raises various technological issues. How do we
apply technology when mapping such
initiatives?

[gr] Valia: Ztoug tpetg aoveg Tng dpdong Tou
KEVTPOU, TIOU lval n Téxv, N TeXvoloyia kat o
deUVIOROG, uTapxel pia Anbwpa atodnTikwv
TPAKTIKWY KAl TIALOAYWYLKWVY TIPOoEYYioeEWV.
EpeuvoUlle 10 TTWG SLEKOLKOULE VEOUC XWPOUG, TIWE
XPNOLLOTIOLOVIE EPYAAEL KAl EGAPHLOYES YIa
dlaovdean mov UTApPYoUV 1101]. SEKLVWVTAC ATIO
autn N dlactvdean yia va Tape otnv
xapToypasdnon, va movpe 61 1o Kévipo
XPNOLHoTOLEL éva oALT TTOU eival o YNPLakodS Tou
xwpoc. Exel emiong €va facebook account kat éva
mail |1 To 0TI0l0 ETILKOLVWVEL EVNILEPWVETAL KA
olaouvoEeTal, aMd EXEL ETILXELPTIOEL VA XELPLOTEL KA
aMa epyaleia 1o TAAIGL0 OLAPOPWV TIALOAYWYLKWY
TPAKTIKWY, oepvapiwy, reading groups, opddwv
avayvwong KAt T'ia tapadestypa avalntovodpe
évav evaMakTikd xwpo polpdopatoc UALKoU
dnuooia, mou TeAKA 6ev V0dWONKe AOYW
TIVEUHATIKWY OLKALWHATWY. AVayKaoTLKA
xpnotpomnotioape éva dropbox, 6mou ekel
potpaotrkape BipAioypadtkd UALKO yia TIG OpAdeg
avayvwong. To BETwW oav €va epwTNnUaA TPog
oulntnon kat tpofAnpatiopd. ool Xwpoug
HOLPAGHATOG KOLVHG YVWONG LTTOPOUHE va
eMAVePeVPOVLE YPNOLAKAY;

"Evag evaMakTikog AMog Xwpog Tou
xpnoLponotr|fnke 1o oeptvaplo tng Luce deLire,
IOV €lXA|E TIPOOKEKANLEVN, €ival To Piazza. Elval
pia aibovoa YndLaxr) Tov To TAEOVEKT A TG gival
OTL elval oxeTIkd opLldvTLOg XWPOg, dlaxelptlOpevog
amoé TIC POLTATPLEG KAl CUPIETEXOUOEC (Student
driven). Kiwvntomoinoe avtamokpioelg and
dolTNT* Kat n AoyLKi) Tou 6ev Tav amd 1a mavw,
WOTE VA TIPETIEL 0 ‘KABNYyNTNG' /1 ‘KaBnynTpLd’ va
aveBacel KATL, va TIEPLUEVEL TIC ATIAVTNOELG KTA.
'Exel éva evolapEpov 0To WG AELTOVPYNOE, YIATi
EVEPYOTIOINGE OVTWGE TNV KOLWVOTNTA TWV
OUHHETEXOVTWY / oUppeTEXOVOWV. T aAa
Pnolakd epyaleia popovpe va
XPNOLHOTIOLGOUE, 1) VA ETIAVELOAYOUHLE GE
oxéon He avto;

[en] Valia: The three axes of the Centre's activities
are art, technology and feminism. These include
multiple aesthetic practices and pedagogical
approaches. We explore how to claim new spaces
and use existing tools / applications for
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interconnection. The digital space of the Centre is
its website. It also has a Facebook account and an
email to communicate and connect. Apart from
these, the Centre has engaged with alternative
tools during pedagogical practices, such as
seminars, and feminist reading groups at the
university. I will refer to two paradigms. For
example, we were searching for a safe online space
to share knowledges, and we faced the issue of
intellectual property. We couldn't share material
online, on our Facebook or website, or send it via
email. So, we ended up using Dropbox to share
bibliographical material for our reading groups. It
is a question to discuss: What spaces for
common knowledge sharing can we reinvent
digitally? The other paradigm was an online
classroom, called Piazza. We used it in a seminar
led by Luce deLire, a queer philosopher. This space
worked well, was student-driven and horizontal.
The people involved were active there, taking
initiative, and didn’'t wait for the tutors to post. It
activated the community of participants. What
other digital tools can we use or reintroduce in
relation to that?

[gr] Valia: H yaptoypdenon Twv @EUIVIGTIKWOV
nmpwtofovhiwy Eekivyoe kovta 6To 2019 je THV apxy
Tov Kévipov. TIpoekvpe oav juia avayxn S1acuvoeong
Kal amoTUTWONE ApYIKA TOV TPWTORovAIOY Kal TV
ovAdoyixotrTev ue faon Svo kpithpta. To éva
KpITHpLo HTAv va ivat evepyéc (610 mapov ¢
UEAETNG). YTapyel jLa pueyain yeveadoyia kat tatoplia
TOV T Gyuaivel ouAdoyikec TpwToBfovAiec,
QEULVIOTIKEG, KOV} TTOV EUTTAEKOVTAL GE £VA XWPO ATTO
70 710 O01K0 péYpL TO L0 aKTISLoTixo. To SevTEPO
KPITHPLO HTAV VA EVEPYODV GTO TOAMTIOTIKO TTESIO, OE
OAec Tov T1¢ S1evpvvaelg, meptAapfdavovrac mio
EIKAOTIKEG TIPAKTIKEC, EKOOTELG, TIPAKTIKEC GE GYETT)
ue ™ yAwaoa, ye 1a véa uéaa.

[en] Valia: Mapping of Feminist* Activities and
Initiatives started around 2019 with the beginning
of the Centre. It emerged in a need to connect and
map initiatives / collectives based on two criteria.
One criterion was to be active (during our
research). These initiatives were feminist and
queer, ranging from more institutional to more
activist ones. The second criterion was to be active
in the expanded cultural field (art practices,
publishing, language-related practices, and new
media).

[gr] Valia: H mpw1tn kivnon tng épeuvag ftav va
oTalei éva diadiktuako (online) epwtnuatoloyio.
AUTO €XEL VA KAVEL [LE TO TTIWE KAVOULLE LA KOLVWVILKT
£pEUVA KAl amoTUTIWOT, TTOLd ival Ta epyaieia pag.
IIpoTipovaoaye pua dta {wong emkovwvia Kat
emaodn, OLOTL 6Tav BpLoKOIACTE OTOV 610 XWpo N
aMnAemidbpaon eival moAU dlapopeTiki. ‘Opw, n

XPOVIKOTNTA TNG EPEUVAC LLE CUYKEKPLULEVA
TAPAdOTEQ KAL TO YEYOVOC OTL OEV UTIPXE EMADT] LLE
OAa Ta ATOHA, LAG £KAVE VA ETILXELPTICOULLE TO
EPWTNHATONOYLO WG epYaAeio, TOU polpadletal Kal
OTEAVETAL

OL epWTNOELC APOPOVOAVY TO TIWE AUTEG OL ORLADEC
avtokaBopidovtal TTwg ouvdbEéovTal e Ta VE PEaa
KAl KAMLTEXVLIKEG TTPAKTIKEG; TIWG €XOUV
odnpoupynoet 1o 61k6 Toug BIKTVO pe AMeg
mpwtofBouAiec; Touc {ntHoae emiong va
GUVELOPEPOUV GE VA YAWOOAPLO OXETLKA LE TIG
DEULVIOTIKEC TTPAKTIKEG OUVOEOLEVEC LLE TNV TEXVN
KAl TNV TeXVOAOYid. XTO epWTNHATOAGYLO AUTO,
amodpacioape va emhe€oupie pia poppa Google,
Tou Gmail, ylati undpyel eupeia dtavopr. Z€poupe
OTL eival TOAU 1110 €UKOAO yla OAd, va PTToUV Kal va
OGULLHETEXOLV.

[en] Valia: The first step of this mapping was to
send out an online questionnaire to an initial
sample of groups. This part relates to how we
conduct social research and mapping and choose
our tools. Our preference was face-to-face
communication because, in the same space,
interaction has a different dynamic. But the
temporality of the research having specific
deliverables and the fact that there was no contact
with all the people led us to try out the
questionnaire as a tool, which we share and send.

The scope of the questions was about asking how
these initiatives are self-determined. How do they
connect to new media and artistic practices? How
have they built their own network with other
initiatives? We also asked them to contribute to a
glossary about feminist practices connected with
art and technology. In this questionnaire, we
chose to use Google Forms, because of its wide
distribution. We know it's much easier for
everyone to log in and participate.

[en] Elpida: This is another issue. Which
platforms do you use to share this questionnaire?
We had to go with the already given and existing
tool, Google Forms, although we would rather use
a different tool. Now is a good moment of how we
can change and use alternatives.

[gr] Elpida: H xpovik6TnTa HTavV TOAD GNIAVTLK.
Mag wbnoe o€ ouykekplpéveg amodpdacels. 'Otav
&xelg va mapadwaoels Tnv €peuva o€ va xpovo, avto
dev gou bivel ta meplBwpla va Bpelg kat va
XPNOLLOTIOLOELG EVAMAKTIKEG TAATHOPLEG av deV
eloat non diktvwpévog pe avtég. Eipaote
e€aoknpéveg oe ouykekplpéva epyaieia kat diktua.
O okomdg eival Twpa olyd otyd va ta aMalovpe. Na
&XOULE eEVAMMAKTLKA EpyaAEia wWOTE va eiplaote
étolpeg Tnv emopevn ¢popd. Ta kupiapya
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(mainstream) epyaleia £€xouv 10 TAEOVEKTN A OTL
gival og eTOLPOTNTA AVA TTAGA GTLYLLT KAL Yid TOV
OTIOLOVONTIOTE.

[en] Elpida: The timing was very important. It
pushed us to take specific decisions. When you
have to deliver the research in a year, there is no
time to find and use alternative platforms. We are
trained to use certain tools and networks. The goal
now is to slowly change them and be ready the
next time we have a time constraint. The
advantage of mainstream tools is that they are
available at any time and for anyone.

[gr] Valia: Zuveyilovtag e 10 epWTNHATOANOYLO.
ATO 1O apXLko6 deiypa opddwyv cuMEEapie KATTOLES
amavtioelc. Mia amd Ti¢ epwTHOELC TTOU ixape
anevBivel jTav o€ TOLEG OPLAdEG TipoTEivETE VA
Stavepn0ei 1o epWTHHATOAOYLO; AUTO ATIOTEAEDE
pebodoroyika pia faocn tng épeuvag. H otoXEUON
ntav va énpovpyndei éva apxeio opddwv, 1o omoio
elval oxeolako kat dlavepnpévou xapaktrpd.

[en] Valia: In the questionnaire, one of the first
questions was to which groups do you propose to
distribute the questionnaire? This was a
methodological stance that was crucial for the
research because it aimed to build a relational and
distributed archive.

[en] Elpida: Yesterday we discussed how you build
the network for the alternative feminist spaces
and servers. People indicate other members of the
community, so we don't necessarily decide who we
are talking to. The community itself proposes.

[en] Valia: There are different sampling methods
in social research. For example, the convenience
sample is when you attract the people around you
to participate in your study. Or purposive
sampling, when the researcher selects specific
people to do on-the-purpose research. In our
research, from a methodological and feminist
scope, we found the snowball method interesting.
In this distributed method, the research network
expands from one who proposes another two or
three, who propose another three. We sent our
questionnaire initially to ten groups that started
distributing to others, so the network grew. This
illustration shows who suggested who, the ways
of distribution and what turns, returns and
networks were created.

[gr] Valia: MeB0boAoyLKA Kal GERLVLIOTLKA, EixE
evolapépov yia pag n uébodog tne xrovootifdadag, pia
Tapalayn Tng omoiag XpnoLHoTIoLOAE OTO
TpOTlekT. TN pe€bodo autr To bikTuo NG épeuvag
av€avel amd KAToLo, TTOU TIPOTEIVEL KATIOLO AMO, TIOU
TPOTElvEL KATIOLO AMO. AUTO dladEpEL GE GXEDON LE
TNV €YKUPOTNTA TOU ATIOTEAEGHATOG, ATIO TO vd

eTIAéyape éva delypa pe faon aMa kpitipia. To
EPWTNHATONOYLO HLAG APXLOE VA SLAVEHETAL ATIO TIG
10 apyikég opadeg kal To dikTuo ApxLoe va
av€avetal ESw elval pa mpwtn amelkovion Tou
TIOLA TIPOTELVAV TIOLA KAL TTWCE dlavepndnke, Tt
OTPOPEC, HIKTUWOELG KAl ETAVAPOPEG
dnuouvpynOnkav.

[gr] Elpida: Mmopel kaveic va deL o€ autd 1o XApTn
TIUKVWOELG KAl ApaLwoeLg. MTopoUpe va
KATAAGBOULLE OTITIKA TO TIWG UTIOPEIC
omTikomolroelg (visualise) To Koppati Ing
pebodoloyiag, auto mou mepLypAPOULLE OE €va
apbpo pe Adyla. Edw daivetal yia mapadetypa ot
KATIOLEC OPLAdEC pag katevBuvave Tpog TiLo
Beopikég, evw AMEC TIPOG TILO AKTLRLOTIKEC
TPpWToBoUAieG.

[en] Elpida: On this map, one can see areas of
density and sparsity. We can visualise the
methodology, that we describe in academic papers
with words. For example, we can see that some
groups were directing us towards more
mainstream initiatives, while others were towards
more activist ones.

[en] Valia: From the initial sample of ten groups,
we ended up with almost fifty. However, we got
answers from half of them. We were searching for
how to visualise the network, its turnings,
clusterings and movements. We saw that a
diffracting methodology of visualisation would be
more representative. Diffraction describes how
sound waves move when they find an obstacle or
an aperture. They don't go to a line, but they
change their position and navigate differently.
When looking for programmers and designers to
work on the interface of our mapping tool, we
communicated with them our intention to
visualise this navigation.

[gr] Valia: AT6 T1¢ 10 apyikég opddeg, katainape
mepimov pe 50, aMd Tpape Amavoeilg oXedov
amo Ti§ HLoég. TTapatnpwviag Ti¢ GUOTPODEG, TIG
TIUKVWOELG KAL TIC APALWOELG TOU SIKTUOU, Bpébnke
pia epeuvnTikn Kat pebodoloyikr faon
avamnapdotaonc. Evw €exiviioape and mn
¥lovooTiBdada, eidape 6T avtd odnyel
avamapaocTatikd o pua mepibiaon ypappwv, mapd
o1abAaon. H mepibAaon meptypadel Tov TpOTIO TIOU
Klvouvtal Ta kupata ov 6tav Bpiokouv éva
epumodio, aMalovv mopeia, ouoTpédpovral,
TIUKVWVOVTAL Kal apatwvovtal. Autd ftav amod 1ig
TPWTEC MOV NIEG TIOU HOLPACTHKALE LE TOUG
avBpwmoug mou avalnTolodpie yia va
OUVEPYAGTOULLE YLA TOV BLKTUAKO OXEdLATHO, TV
eUdAVLON TOU apyXeiov KaL TNG XapToypadnaong oto
site.
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[en] Valia: It was crucial to us to find a way to
visualise that first snapshot of the mapping and
the methodology to our website. We tried to find
people who could speak the same language as us,
share similar references, feminist ways of doing
research, visualise things and ways of online
distribution. That was very hard. We ended up in
more technical decisions about the mapping tool,
working with the same programmers that dealt
with the website as a whole. Showing the mapping
on the site, we have mapped all groups, the ones
that have answered and others that have not. You
canread all the answers they gave us, apart from
some groups that didn't consent to be public. If
you spend some time reading the answers, you can
see many common points. For example, most of
the initiatives were searching for a safe online
space, leading us even more to find a way to make
a space where we could communicate online. This
question is still open, and we want to do it.

[gr] Valia: Yndpyxel pia petdfaocn and
pebodboroyia ng épeuvag otn pebodoroyia Tng
avamapaoTacng mov avadntd tig meptOAaoTikég
KIVIOELC OTO OXEDLACLO, OTIC TTUKVWOELG KAL TIG
apaLwoeLg Tov 61kThou. Avalntovoape pia
ouvepyaoia, kabwg dev Exoupe TNV
TIPOYPAMMATIOTLKY YAWOOQ, va 6ouléPoupe padi
070 TIWG va avanapactabei online To oxeoLako,
duvapikd apyelo pe TI¢ avaduodpeveg amavtnoeLs, e
duvatdTNTEG CUGXETIONG KAL GUVOLLIALAG OpAdwv.
Mia amd T KOWVEG ATIAVTIOELS TTOU OAEC OL OPAdEG
HolpdoTnKav, ATav 0Tl 6ev pac KAAUTITOUV Td HEad
TIoU UTIApXOoUV. IIpocTaBouie va Bpoupe évav aMo
TILO0 A0PAAN XWPO, va JUAALE Kal va polpaldpaoTte
UALKO. AUTO PG TPOh 0O OTNGE AKOWN TIEPLOCOTEPO
070 OTLTTPETEL VA YIVEL AUTO, KATL IOV Elval o€
avapovi). Xalpopaote emiong yt' avtd 1o Adyo mou
eipaote 6w, ylati avalnTolpe akopa Tig
ouvepyacieg, Tig SuVapLLKEG KaL TIG TTPOEKTATELG TIOU
umopel va mdpet avtr n épeuva.

[gr] Elpida: Eivat pia épeuva mou dpalvetal mo
TEXVOKPATLKT, LA KAl PIAALLE Yia TEXVOAOYia.
ANAadn €xeL auTo TO KOPUATL TTOU £XEL CUYKEKPLILEVA
€PWTNHATOAOYLA, PLETA XapToypadeital kKA. Kat
LETA pag mpoPAnpatios mépa amd 1o W avto,
OTWG EITIALE, TO OTITLKOTIOLELC KAL TO AVATIAPLOTAG,
IOV €lval éva TTOAU oNUavILkd Tpaypa, ylati pnaivel
KQL TO KORWATL TNG TEXVNG HE Evav AMo Tp6To,ano
Tov Tpodavi epLypadLkd. MEeTA yeVVIOUVTAL KAl
aMa epwtipata. Aniadn n BdAwa ékave mia éva
KAMITEXVIKO £pyo péoa amo avtd, omoTe TéBnKe éva
{NTNRA TTWE aTd pia “TeXVIKE” XapToypadnon
WUTIopoUV va yevwnBolUv aMeg ekdppATELS Kal
dlatunwoelg ou Ba pmopolv £xouv Eva AMou

eldoug dlaxvong, mépa amd 10 TEXVOKPATLKO Kal
aMouv eidoug mpooAnYne. H Balia pmopeli va oag
TIELTIEPLOOOTEPA YIA AUTH TN petafaon.

[en] Elpida: The first part that Valia presented
was more technocratic, with a social research
base, but the time in our minds was how this
translates and transmits to other languages. How,
through other languages, can it be distributed to
different audiences? One of them was how we
visualise the mapping, and then this visualisation
has its own entity, apart from a tool. Valia created
awork of art out of it, which is another step of
transmission. I wanted to mention that while
working with a company on our website,
communication around how to visualise and
represent this research was a big issue. How can a
technocrat or even a graphic designer realise these
transmissions? It’s not only a matter of direct
translation, but a creative decision that would
reveal the whole process.

[gr] Elpida: H 6bouleld tng BdAlag mepvdael amd 1o
TIWGE 0 1610C 0 XAPTNC yiveTal kat éva epyaieio, aMda
TAUTOXPOVA KAl [LA OVTOTNTA AUTOVORLN TIOU UTTOPELS
VA TNV TAPOoUcLAceLg. AuTo €xeL KAl AAou €idoug
OUV-aLoONUATIKWY, AloOnNTNPLaKWy KAl aloOnTikwy
ouvdéoewv. H Bahia amod avto ékave £va épyo
TéXVNG, Tov deixvetal o€ pia ékBeon, dpa
dlavépetal og eva aMo Kovo. Autd Tav oA
SUOKOAO VA TO ETILKOLVWVI|OOULE LLE TOUG
avBpwToug ov pacg Borndnoav va eptiaovpe 1o
¥aptn online, Tapd 10 yeyovog 6Tt eUTAEKOVTIAY G’
auto evag kaMitexvng kat graphic designer. 'Htav
dUOKOAO VA ETILKOLVWVIOOULLE TIWG 1] LETADPACT OEV
agpopoloe amAd pia eubeia oxéon dedbopévwy, Ta
omoia amhd 6a mapouvasialovtav 61o Xaptn. Oa
LTTopoUoE va AELTOUpYEL [e vav aMo TpoTIo
amokaAUTToVTAC Kal TNV idla tn dtadikacia, Tig
duokolieg, TIg avtioTdoeig Twv opddwv. IIwg
HmopoUpe va Bpobpe avBpwroug ot omoiot
KAVouv KWOILKEG, IOV ptopolv va pag fondncouvv
07O TEXVLKO KORPATL; Eyw pmopw va kataldfw ta
EPWTNHATA TIOU TIPOKUTITOUY, AMA &€ LTTopW va Ta
edpappoow. Avalntape avlpwmoug va fUAARE TNV
i6la yAwooa péoa amo Toug GeRLVLOTIKOUG,
BewpnTikoUG, AKTLBLOTIKOUG KAl KAMLITEXVLKOUC LAG
TPOBANUATIONOUG.

[gr] Valia: Na 6elw pia pikpr} Thofynan 61o Xwpo
Tou XelpLlopaote epeic anod miow. TeAlkd pag apkel
T0 OTL OAEC oL SLaBouAelioelg pag KATAAYOUVE O
éva d1adbpaotikod KAK; Mag apkel mou avoiyel éva
pop-up apdBupo Kat EXOULLE KATL TILO EVEPYO EKEL
va oupBaivet; TeAlka elval pia TpoOCOHOLWGT TOU TL
onuaivel evepyn kal oxeolakn dtadikacia. Auto mou
¢ylve AOyw Xpovou, PTatleT, SUVALKNG Kal
epyaciag amod Tn HeEPLA TWV TTPOYPARHATIOTWY, €ival
OTL epeic anmoxtoape mpodoBacn oto va
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XELPL{OPAOTE TO VEO TIEPLEYOLLEVO TIOU PTTOPOULLE VA
avepadoupe. TNV kApTéEAQ TOU mapping, UTTAPXEL
duvatotnta epeic va aMalouvpe Tnv e1kdéva ano
Tlow, Tov TWpa eivat évag kavvapog. Xeiplldpaote
OM0 TO TOPTHOALO pe Ta TTPOTLeKT pag. To epyaieio
EYLVE P €vav TPOTIO ATTAOTIOLNLEVO WOTE VA UTTOPW
KAL EYW VA TO XELPLOTW. MTopw amAd va ypaw,
OTWG YpAdW, va aveBAcw e1KOVEC KAl va TI¢ aMafw
petd. Auto ou mpootednke é€Tpa oav epyaleio
givat 611 €dw xelptlbpouVY TIC OpAadeC, 6Tav
amavtovoav Ti¢ avefala. MeTd uTtipxeE KaL
duvatdétnta yia va aMafw Kat To onjLeio TouG 6To
Xaptn. Omoéte pnopovoa va EavayTiow To omTLKO
KOMUATL, AVAAOYA HE TIC SUVAHLKEG KAL TIC OTPODES
TIOU TIPOKUTITOUV.

[en] Elpida: Valia insisted on being able to edit
things, add answers or change the images. It’s
something she negotiated very hard with the
programmers. They didn't understand the
importance of this: they thought she was picky.

[en] Valia: To wrap up, how we move from social
research methodology to more artistic research
methodology is the shift arose from a gap in the
research. For example, when we asked the
initiatives to contribute language terms to
formulate a feminist glossary all together, the
majority answered: yes, we need a glossary, but we
are not ready to propose a new language yet. So
maybe it was just an indication that we need
another space or procedure to do that, as it
couldn't happen in a Google Form.

After that, I started thinking about how to make,
or undo, the glossary as we know it. That led me to
do an artistic experiment that is close,
methodologically, to a more speculative narration.
This is something drawn from certain feminist
thinkers, for example, Saidiya Hartman, who
speaks about speculative narration and history,
reapproaching the archive in terms of fictional
narration.

So I started with her text “The Plot of Her
Undoing” and put the text in an API reader. The
APIreader checked and identified all the notions
of “affect”. T used an online tool that was part ofa
research programme at a university. I put the text
and started reading which attitude is positive and
which is negative. It was interesting to me to
reapproach all these, already formed, criteria. Do 1
consent to that? Am I close to that? So I
imaginatively narrated a bot that starts
emancipating itself. It doesn't agree with what is
recognised by the system.

[gr] Valia: 'Eva kevo mou avadlbnke amd tnv
£peuVA KAl TIC ATIAVTHOELG 0T GUUBOAT 0TO
E£PWTNHATOAOYLO (TAV 1] EPWTNOT TTOLOUE KPLOLILOUG
YAWwoGLKOUG OpoUG £XETE VA TIPOTELVETE YiAd va
Snuiovpynooupe amod Kowvou £va PERLVIOTIKO
YAwoodpt. Exei pe peydin eéxmAngn eidbape 6t 6Aeg
oL opddeg elmav “val, eivat moAl anuavtiké, 6€lovpe
OVTWE vad ETTAVAdLATIPAYHATEUTOUE TN YAWOOoA pag,
OTIWC KAL TA OCWHATA HAg, AAA eV LTIOPOUE AKoud,
ToLA AéEn va mpwTtoPpoupe;” ' EToL épelve o€
EKKPEROTNTA QUTH N UKoAY 01O TTWG Ba KAvoupe
éva yAwoodpt. Auto pe 0diynoe oto va yivel éva
ELKAOTIKO EYXELPNILA TOV TTWCE “AVATPETELS” TO
YAwoodpl TTwe avatpemelg ta 116n eykateotnpéva
NC YAwaoodag, Ti¢ idieg tepapyiec mov umdpyouv.
Sekivnoa amd éva keipevo g Saidiya Hartman
mou Aéyetal “The Plot of Her Undoing”. Kat 1o
¢xava “Undoing the glossary”. To ¢pavtaotikd
0EVAPLO AUTO, glval KATIWG pia speculative
pnebodoloyia, yia tnv omoia pAdeL n idta n
Hartman. Elval éva bot mou apyilet va
xelpadeteital katva Bploket Aabn otov KWdLKA TTOU
éxeLdnpoupyroet to id1o, va BEtel aviippnoelg yia
10 ouvaicBnpa mou avayvwpiletal 6t exppalel

Sound - undoing the glossary (a future
sample)*®

[en] Valia: The bot starts with the “affect” and the
emancipatory tools that it needs. It ends with
proposing to download the Torrent file and start
the distribution. The gap between distributed
research, all the Google Forms and the networking
of the initiatives found another way of being
expressed here. This work was an initial
translation of the methodological steps and tools
started from the snowball sampling, going to
diffraction. Snowball to study social networks,
going to a diffractive methodology, and then to the
term by Hartman, “critical fabulation”, which is a
speculative way of narrating things. We have
these three steps of transitioning from the archive
to the cartography to the glossary and back again.
Soitis an open procedure.

CNMFPP

Mapping of
feminist*
activities and
initiatives o)

Category: Practices

Valla Papastamou

Mapping of Feminist* Activities and Initiatives

10. Work available at: https://www.centrefeministmedia.arch.uth.gr/program/undoing-the-glossary-a-future-sample.
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I Am Sitting in a Room with
the Programmer

[gr] Mara: 'Eva and ta 8épata mov OéAaue va
ETONUAVOVUE UE AVTA TA EPYAGTHPLA HTAV 1] GYEGN
UeTaEV TPOYPAUUATIOTWV KAl KAAMTEXVWY /
aKadbnUaikwy Kkat eUIVIOTOY TpakTikwv. Eival
ouvnBeg otnv EMAdA, aMd Kal YEVIKOTEPQ, OL
TEXVIKEG €pYACLEC pLAC GUAOYLKOTNTAG KAl EVOG
£pYOU va yivovTal amd avopeg TpoypapATIOTEG TIOU
dev avrkouv oTNV opada Kal aTIg ApXEC TNG. YO
avti Tnv polmdbeon, Ta epyaieia mou
avantuxdnkav dtaxwpiovial amd GEPIVIOTIKEG
Tpooeyyioelc kal Bewpolvtal WG TEXVOAOYLKA
TEXVOUPYNLLATA IOV divouv AUGELG SLaXWPLOLEVEG
amoé 1o mAaiolo 61o omoio TpoOKELTAL VA YiVOUuV
pnépog. Auto oupfaivel Aoyw EMelPng ocuvepyaciag
HeTall Twv 6U0 SLAPOPETIKWY KOGHWY Kal EMEPNG
TEXVIKWVY YVWOEWY ATIO TN GELVIOTIKH opada.
Zntioape amd tn BdAla va pag meL yid Tn 6XECN TNG
LLE TOV TIPOYPAWILATLOTI TIOU TNG AVETTUEE TO
epyaleio kat oxnuatioape padi pia oepa
epWTNHoewWV TIoU aneuBuvlnkav oe autdv
TIPOKELILEVOU VA CUUTIEPLIAABOULE TNV OTITLKI] TOUG

otn oulnnon.

ZnTtnoape anoé tnv opada avamtung mov
ONpLoUpPYNOE TOV XAPTI GERLIVIOTIKWY™
dpaoTNPLOTATWY KAl TIPWTOROUALWY YLA TO
KNM®II, va pag dwoeL KATIOL0 TAALGLO TNG
douleldg Toug.

EpwtAoeig amd Tnv opada Zuvavtioeig
DevioTIKOU XAKLVYK 0TOV TIPOYPARATLOTH TOU
epyaleiou.

Y€ TIola YAWOooa ypAPTNKE N TAATHOpUA;
-PHP

-'EYLVE TTAPALETPOTIOINOT UTIAPXOVTOG AOYLOLLKOU
Kal av val oLo ivat avtd; H ypadTnke KwodLkag amo
™mv apxn;

-Laravel framework o kwdikag ivat mpwtdTUTIOq
KAl ypAdTNKE ATi6 TNV ApYT) 0TA TPHTUTIA TOU
Laravel

-Elvat avoixtot kwdika 1o Aoytopikd; Kat av vat
UTIApYEL TP OO BacT yia HEAETN;

-Nat kat propeite va Bpeite O6nyiec edw™ (avtod 1O
link deixvel aTov kwdika Tou laravel aMda ox1 oTov
KWOLKA TOU project)

-T'ivetal epLlodLK eVLEPWOT] KAL GUVTHPNCN TOU
AOYLO[LLKOU;

-Nal o€ TTeEPIMTWON TIOU 0 TIEAATNG TIANPWVEL TIAKETO
support

-TToLég Tav oL LeYaAUTEPEC TTPOKANGELG OTNV
epappoyn NG apxLKng Loéag;

-OL peyaAUTepeg TIPOKANOELG eival  akpLPnig
amneikovion Tou design pe kabapod kat from scratch
KwoLKa 0TI¢ TeEAEVUTAlEC TEXVONOYiEC Kal on budget

-TIwg avilpeTwnioTnKay;

[en] Mara: One of the issues we wanted to highlight
with these workshops was the relation between
programmers, artists /academics and feminists. It
is common in Greece that the technical tasks of a
collective, and of a project, are managed by male
programmers who are not part of the group and its
principles. Under this condition the tools
developed are dissociated from feminist
approaches and are seen as technological artefacts
that give solutions, they are separated from the
context they are about to become part of. This
happens because of a lack of collaboration
between the two different worlds and lack of
technical knowledges from the feminist group. We
asked Valia to tell us about her relationship with
the programmer who developed the tool for her
and we formed together a series of questions
directed to him in order to include their
perspective in the conversation.

We asked the development team who created
Mapping of Feminist* Activities and Initiatives for
the CNMFPP, to give us some context into their
work.

Questions from FHM to the programmer of the
Mapping tool from CNMFPP.

-In which language was the platform developed?
-PHP

-Did you customise an existing software
framework and if yes, which one? Or did you write
the code from scratch?

-Laravel framework was used and the code was
original. It was developed further from Laravel
frameworks

-Is the code of the mapping tool open source? If
yes, can we access it?
-Yes, you can access it here'? (this link points to

11. Laravel https://laravel.com/docs/9.x/installation.

12. ibid.
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Laravel framework documentation, but not to the
project’s code)

-Do you periodically upgrade / update the
software?

-Yes, in the case where the client pays the
“support” package.

-What were the biggest challenges in developing
the initial idea of the mapping tool?

‘The biggest challenges were the accurate
visualisation of the design with a clean and from
scratch code, to comply with the latest
technologies and to be on budget.

-How did you confront / resolve these challenges?

Mara: Besides the things that were not answered,

there is a bit of misunderstanding because the
development team said they actually used a web
framework. But they also said they wrote the code
from scratch. So this is contradictory.

Questions from the audience

[en] What was the budget (for the
programmers) to develop the project?

[gr] Tow6 ATav 1o pmatlet pe 1o oToio SoUAsYav
OLTIPOYPANATIOTEG;

[en] Elpida and Valia: It was part of the whole
programme, the funding of a year long project. It
was a good price, because it was a university
project, it was around 3000EUR. After we
gathered the material, we worked with them for
some months to develop it.

[gr] Htav pépog Tig euplTEPNG XPNHATOOOTNONG,
ftav mepimov otig 3000 supw. EpéLg eixape
padewet 6Ao 1o UAMLKO TTou XpetaldTav va avéPel oto
site, UV T0 UALKO TNG XAPTOYPADNONG KAl
dovAéPape peptkoug unveg pall Toug yia va 1o
OTIOOULE.

[en] Is the programme completed or does it
continue? Is there a possibility for people to
access the tools and methodologies you have
created?

[gr] 'Exet odokAnpwOei avutod 1o TpOYpaARIQ;
YnapxeL GUVEXELR; YTIAPXEL TP OO Pach 6To UALKO
Katta epyaleia mov £xouvv mapaxfei kata tn
diapkela tov mpOTlEKT;

[en] Elpida: The fund was completed, so now we
are without money. We already tried to apply for a
bigger fund. We didn’t succeed because other big
infrastructures had the possibility to apply faster.
We made our effort with our little resources. We
try to find alternative ways to continue the
process. For example, with the organisers of this

session (FHM), we discussed how we can work on
these things we are both doing and in the context
of a university course, and from there take it
further. Although this fund is for innovation and
new knowledges, and the university is hosting
these researches and takes a percentage of the
money, afterwards they don't absorb them. So
basically these researches end. In the 1970s
Hélene Cixous started with a centre like that (a
feminist laboratory on language) and then
‘Sorbonne 3’ was created through that. The
proposal to take this fund was to connect what is
happening within academia and discourse on
feminism / technolgy / public spaces with the field
itself. To create a bridge. Of course there are a lot
of questions about how to connect that, and how
youdon't absorb in academia what is happening in
the field, but this was very important for us to
discuss. We said we don’'t want to leave the
institutional knowledges in the hands of people
that are not in collaboration with what is
happening within the field. It is questionable how
we got the funds for such a project, it was good
timing. Now that we finished and gave our
deliverables, they (the state institutions) will
decide if we spent the money correctly.

[gr] To mpoTlexT oOAOKANPWONKE e TNV
XPNHATod6TN o1 Tou. BplokOpaote o€ pia SUOKOAN
Béan yati éxel dnpuovpynOel pia oAl
evdladEpovaa SUVALLLKT Kal uTtapxeL dbuvatotnta
ouvéxelag oe mpotlekt. H opdda Twv epeuvnIpLev
ouveyiloupe va 60UAEVOUE KAL VA OKEPTOUACTE
padi mAéov Xwpic mAnpwun. YIAapxeL pia peyain
dUOKOALA va TO ATTOpPOdHOEL TO TIAVETILOTHLLO YiATi
dev amoppodPd TTPOYPAHATA TTOU AELTOUPYOUV
avegdptnta. To {RTNHa NG XPNHaATodoTNnoNnG eivat
1epdotio. Kavape éva peydlo papabwvio yia pua
ETIOLEVI XPNIATOOOTN G TIOU OEV KATADEPALLE VA
TIAPOULE. AUTEG TIG XPIHATOOOTHOELG TIG EXOUV
Tdpel peydAa KEVTPA TIOU EXOUV TV UTIOOOLLT TIOAU
YpNyopa va avtamokplBolv o€ auTég TI¢ ALTHOELG
EVW €HELC elpaoTe Kuplwg oL EpeLVITPLEG TIOV gival
AMEC 4 Kal To €Kkavav TEAEIWG dwpedv.
TIpoomabouye va boUpe av pnopei va Bpebei pua
VEA XPNIATOOOTNON Yia va cuvexioel 1) évag Tpomog
1éoa oto mavenioTho. Epeic oudntioape He Tig
dlopyavwpleg (fhm) 1o WG va cuvexiooupe pa
OUVORLIALG KaL va TpokUPEL Eva TPOTLEKT ATd AUTO
o€ 00N LE Ta epyaleia OTTIKOTIOINGNG AUTWY TWV
EPEUVWV O €va PLABN LA TIOU KAVW £YW GTO
mavemniothipo. Na avoifel évag dtdhoyog amod ekei
Kal avtdg va eival évag poyxAog ieong yia kamotia
xpnpatodotnon. Ta epyaleia eival mpoofaoipa pe
TNV €vvola OTL UTIAPXOUV TIOMEG TTANpodopieg 0To
site o€ oxéon pe autd. Kal emiong epeic ylavto
elpaote 6w yla va bwoouvpe poafacn o
TPWToBoUAleC KatL opddeg ov evdlapépoval va
avtaMaloupe 16€e¢ Kal YVWOELG, elpaocTte avolytég



FEMINIST HACK MEETINGS / TOOLINGS (SERVERS, MAPPING, CODING)

Yl ETILKOLVWVIA, €XOULE OTO Site pag to email pag
07O OTIOL0 ATAVTAE KAl OUVEXI(OVLE TLG OLKTUWOELG
pag.

[gr] Valia: Aev umapyet n umtodopr. 210 e€WTEPLKO
TIOU UTIAPXOUV EPEVVITLKA KEVTPA, TIOV €lval
avapeoca otnv akadnpia kat oe ave€aptnteg
dpdaoelg. Edw dev umapyel avto. Eival éva epwtnua
T0 TGO TPOCWTOKEVTPLKA Elval TA TTPAYHATA KAL OL
dladikaoieg mou yivovtal o avtiBeon pe 10 WG €6W
OUMOYLKA PTTOPOULE VA TIC ETTAVEGEUPOUE AMLWG.

[gr] Elpida: Hélene Cixous otn dekaetia tou 70
e¢dTiage éva Kévpo, €va epyacTrpLo TIov gixe va
KAVEL e TN YAWOood KAl To GepvIopo. O muprvag
auvtoU Tou epyactnpiov pe 6ooug/ boeg
oLPUETELXAVY 0€ QuTo éyLve éva TTOAU BAGLKO KOPIATL
¢ ZopPovvng (Sorbonne 3). Q¢ Kavovikd
TPOYPALLA CTIOUO WY, TTANIPWVE KAVOVIKA EPEVVINTEC
KAT. To Bépa yia pag eivat mwe Pmopoucape [e éva
€pPYAOTHPL, Pla TTAATGOpHA 1} éva KEVTPO va
OUVOECOUE AUTO TIOU TIAPAYETAL OTNV AKAON ALK
KOLVOTNTA KAl v BLAGUVOECOULLE TNV AKAON ALK
KowoTNTA e To TL cupPaivel oto medlo. Me OAeG TIC
duokolieg Tov autd onuaivel kat pe oAU culijTnon
TOU TL oNpaivel va anmoppodpnbei f va punv
amoppodnBeito medio. ANMA 1o Bépa eival 6TLn
eToinOnon pag eival oTL TOUg AYWVEC HAG TIPETIEL
VQ TOUG dWOOULE Kal LEaa 0To BEOLKO Kal va pnv
aprvoue AAOUC va LOVOTIWAOUVY TL GNHalvel
GEULVIOTIKEG OTIOUOEG KATL.

[en] Some of the initiatives you wanted to map
didn’t consent. Why didn’t they want it?

[gr] Kamoieg amo Ti¢ mpwtofoulicsg mov O€hate
va xaptoypaodnoete 6ev cuvawvovoav. I'ati dev
To 10shav;

[en] Valia: There are multiple factors, there are
initiatives that are militant and activist and do not
want to be linked to academic, “official”
absorptions of their action, there are cases that
look for articulation that develops more
organically, they want time to develop mutual
trust and meaningful exchanges, the limited
framework of a delimited research does not always
allow this. There are cases where many people
with different priorities are involved and cannot
always consent. The study of all this is, of course,
very important and interesting for the
continuation of our project.

[gr] Autd eival TOAUTIAPAYOVTLKO, UTIAPXOUV
TIPWTOBOVALEG TTOU €lval PaxnTIKES Kal AKTLPLOTLKES
Kal dev emBupovy va ouvdeBolv pe akadnpaixég,
“eTtionpeg” amoppodnoelg Tng 6pdang Toug,

UTIAPXOUV TIEPLTITWOELC TIOU €TILOUOUY peyaAlTepn
0pPYQVLKOTNTA OTLG Olacuvdéaelg, BEAouv xpovo
TpoKeLpévou va avantuxBolv apolBalec oxeoelg
EUTILOTOGVVNG KAL OUGLAOTLKEG AVTAMAYEG KAl TO
TIEPLOPLOEVO TTAALCLO pLag oploBeTnpevng épeuvag
dev To emITpéTEL TAVTA AUTO, UTIAPYOUV
TIEPIMITWOELC OTLC OTIOLEC EPTTAEKOVTAL TTOAOL
avOpwToL e 5L1adOPETIKES TIPOTEPALOTNTEG KAl OEV
UTTopoUV va 0o WVICOUVY TIPOC KATIOLA
katevBuvon mavta. H diepelivnon OAWV autwv
BeBata eivat moAl onpavtikr kat evélapepovoa yia
TN GUVEXELC TOU EYXELPHLLATOG LLAG

[en] Audience: So none of them were argumenting
that they didn't want to be included because you
were using centralised or mainstream tools?

[gr] AnAadn kapia amd avtéeg dev eixe
ETIIXELpNaTONOYia OTL e 110eke va cupmeplAndOei
€TELOT XPNOLOTIOlOU0ATE Kuplapya epyaleia;

[en] Valia: No. There was not a technopolitical
stance against it. Only one activist group said we
are on the road, and we do activism. They said we
have an activist purpose and are not academy
driven etc.

[gr] 'OxL. A€V UTTI}pXE TEXVOTIOALTLKI) OTAGCT EVAVTIOV.
Moébvo pia opdda akTifloTwy / oTpLwv avedpepe OTL OL
i6Le¢ avikouv 6To dPO}LO KAl KAVOUV AKTLBLO}LO.
Eimav 61t £xouv akTLBLOTIKO OKOTIO Kal OTL eV
00nyouvTal g akadnuieg KA.

[en] Elpida: It's good to discuss this, because if we
manage, for example with your help, to develop an
alternative tool, then maybe this is a good
argument for us. That this information will be
distributed in a certain network and we create
articulations of empowerment. This could be a
good argument.

[gr] Eivat kar6 va 1o oulntiioouie auto, ylati av
Kkatapépoupe yia mapddetypa pe tn fondetd cag va
avamntvfoupie Eva evaMMakTLko epyaleio, TOTE iowg
auto va eivat éva kaAo emixelpnpa yia epdg. 'Ot
auvtég oL mAnpogopieg Ba dravepnbovv oe eva
GUYKEKPLULEVO dikTvO Kat Ba dnpoupyroouvpe
apBpwaon ¢ evbuvapwaong.

Speculative Writing on
Feminist Tools

During the second part of day two, we gave some
examples of artistic and activist practices which
make use of feminist praxis in different scopes:
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against the constant threats of maintaining a high

Netochka'®* was one of the net.art'® great online degree of autonomy regarding the land and the
performances, a spectacle running for many years. sea. The artists engaged with NFT economy and
The identity of the artist was hidden; was ita codeworks that borrow from legal contract
collective, was it one person, was it male or language and code, to reflect on how to buy / own /
female, was it agendered? In that sense the mint one millilitre of the ocean from the South
artists’ self was introduced as a work of art with China Sea.

multiple names and identities. Sometimes when
the artist would show up in person, they would
frequently be embodied by different women. This
uncaptured identity... can be seen as an interesting
queer and feminist approach to authorship, trying
to escape personified branding and commerciality.

; then

Mez Breeze'® developed a language, the 9 init() {
Mezangelle, a mix of programming language and 10 if [ $style=co-op ]; then ,,
. . 11 ) $1 adopts the Equator Principles
informal speech, that rearranges and dissects 12 $1 adopts the relating responsibility
standard English to create unfamiliar meanings. } ) i
The artist shared this codework' also via mailing 15 terms() {
. . . s 16 follow='code conduct'
lists, as an experimental writing that explores the 70 tarbbiy T el
relationship between machine and human 18 echo $buy /ml

languages. We brought this example as a method
of queering language, both machine and human
languages.

init co-owner

BAD* is an attempt to get as many as possible HO?

Brussels based queer and feminist spaces on the e
transaction with %$ocean

map. ( “date’ .now

Forkonomy, code contract between the party South China Sea
Cooperative Operation Committee and Forconomy() Project
Participants

No Annotation Is Alone* by WordMord, is a
project that deals with the Greek language in the
civil law, to reflect on the non-existing legal
support for the ongoing increase of femicides in
Greece. The project developed a tool that produces
feminist legal code, by queering the existing legal
language.

bad.brussels showing the past, present and future of Brussels’
queer life, both on- and off-line

Forkonomy by Winnie Soon and Lee Tzu-Tung,
sets the participatory project as a commoning ship
for people of the Pacific who want to queer and
care for the matters of hierarchies, ownership,
gendered labour division, as well as to fight

13. The most feared woman on the Internet https://www.salon.com/2002/03/01/netochka/.

14. Netochka's Blogspot https://netochka-nezvanova.blogspot.com/.

15. net.art refers to a group of artists who have worked in the medium of Internet art since 1994.
16. Mez Breeze on Rhizome’s net.art Anthology https://anthology.rhizome.org/mez-breeze.

17. codework is "a type of creative writing which in some way references or incorporates formal computer languages (C++, Perl, etc.) within
the text. The text itself is not necessarily code that will compile or run, though some have added that requirement as a form of constraint.

18. BAD Brussels https://bad.brussels/.
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KOio* emionpeiwon dev ival povn / No Annotation Is Alone*

Feminist Search Tools captures a snapshot of
Unlearning My Library. It is an ongoing artistic
research project exploring different ways of
engaging with digital library catalogues. The
project aims to stir conversations around the
inclusion and exclusion mechanisms inherent to
current western knowledge economies.

Solarpunk.cool®®, an interactive web based
manual for learning command line and Bash
programming. By breaking down all jargon and
technical related concepts, the project utilises an
accessible language and learning process for all
different levels of computer expertise.

After this introduction of digital art and activism
examples related to feminist discourse and
pedagogy, we split in smaller groups to come up
with future digital tools that take into
consideration feminist praxis and pedagogy. Here,
on the following page, we include the rules and
processes with which each group engaged in
creating speculative feminist tools.
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19. Available at: https://solarpunk.cool.
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Workshop Script

(The following questions are borrowed from questions
made for rosa in the Varia session preparation.)

Form groups to work together.

Each group chooses a technology to work with (For
example, messaging / chatroom, mailing list, video
call, audio call, mapping tool, online broadcast,
Fediverse instance, microblogging, file sharing)
Make your own proposal for a new feminist tool. In
order to draft / create your proposal you can use text
(different pads, drawings, sound etc.)

Use what feels best for you to express and clearly
communicate your proposal.

Discuss with rest of the group.

XXX = The tool you chose to write about

Use these questions to guide your discussion,
decision making and writing process. Feel free to
leave comments about the questions, invent your
own, etc. Choose up to five questions to respond to.
These are the main questions:

Why is XXX feminist?

How is XXX feminist?

How does XXX look like?

From what (materials / code / texture) is it
made?

Is XXX only software, or hardware, or both?
What is the urgency to make XXX?

How does XXX feel like?

How does XXX function?

How is XXX called?

How does XXX relate to their environment?
What is the language of XXX?

Who develops, maintains and uses XXX?

Does getting to know XXX involve commitment?
How can we trust each other, together and within
this tool?

Where is XXX hosted?

Is XXX hosted in the same place with other tools?
Will XXX have time to go to rest / sleep?

How is XXX intersectional?

Is XXX personified, or is it a different entity?
Does XXX have pronouns?

Could XXX choose their own pronouns?

How can we relate / connect to XXX in different
ways, with different knowledge?

How to intertwine different knowledges
(technical, content, politics, design etc.)?
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Glossary
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decentralised

inkersectional
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20. Audio file available here: https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/FHM/speculative-workshop/fhm-speculative-tools.mp3.

21. The glossary is available online here: https://pad.vvvvvvaria.org/fhm.jargon.



https://hub.vvvvvvaria.org/rosa/chapters/FHM/speculative-workshop/fhm-speculative-tools.mp3
https://pad.vvvvvvaria.org/fhm.jargon
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Continuing
Traversally

.. toke 1 isk of exacsing hei

A wishist for ranssfeTinist servers...

A Wishlist for Trans*feminist Servers. A print of a 2022 versioning
of the Feminist Server Manifesto

Translating and interpreting from Greek to
English and vice-versa was a very important layer
in our session. The process became slower,
priorities were changing because of the limitation
of time. Between translations, participants had
time to reflect and process what had been said.
Translation allowed for accessibility to local
contexts, especially when we had to explain /
translate the technical layer of our session. The
exchange between academic, everyday, activist
and technical language, Greek and English opened
space for discussions and the creation of new
languages.

With these efforts of bridging and doing things in
our context, we seek to create a safe space where
sharing of technological knowledges and mutual
learning can proceed on a horizontal basis, not
hierarchically, in order to enable queer feminist
solidarity against digital illiteracy. In our
workshops, priority was given to the participation
of people who usually do not have access to these
technological knowledges. We are interested in
exploring and applying queer methodologies of
approaching technology, oblique ways of engaging

with code that allow us to create queer feminist
methodologies that destabilise the male
dominated fields of programming and technology.

What Happens
Next?

ATNOFS provided space to listen and grasp local
urgencies. We desire to organise future
workshops intertwined with the local context. Our
motivation is to facilitate and support safe spaces
for experimentation and hacking, with a feminist
pedagogy of care and diversity of gender
identities. Also, while similar spaces and events
exist in other parts of Europe, there are no such
environments in Greece.

People of the local educational system who
participated, were seeking knowledge support that
is not provided by their local institutional and
academic spaces. This need brought unforeseen
possibilities of collaborations which, through
ATNOFS, can be further sustained and eventually
create along-term community. The introduction of
decentralised social media, such as Peertube and
Mastodon, presented alternatives for local
communities which are otherwise vulnerable in
mainstream social media.

Different urgencies emerged during our session:
the need from a queer feminist initiative for a
Mastodon instance, as an alternative and safe
micro-blog for reporting violence against feminine
people taking place in rural Greece, the need for
educational material and human resources in
academia around the latest media art and design
practices in machine learning and artificial
intelligence, and their problematics of inherent
gender bias, ecological footprint, questions of
machine authorship and how we can navigate
them.

These further collaborations can happen through
ad hoc or organised workshops and guest teaching
in the universities where some of the participants
of the ATNOFS FHM session are part of. In both
cases the lack of financial support and funding
makes it hard to plan for the future. We will keep

trying!
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CONSTANT / INTRODUCTION

Introduction

1|*Constant Sessionx

2|pressing pause and reflecting.

3|Iead -nl -r -s -p "Press any key
to continue..."

Constant is an association for arts and media run
by artists, designers, researchers and hackers
based in Brussels, Belgium. Constant works to
systematically create collaborative situations that
engage with the challenges of contemporary
techno-life. At Constant we develop projects at the
intersections of art and technology in which, for
us, it is important to make connections between
intersectional feminisms, free software and
copyleft approaches. Together they allow us to
imagine webs of interdependencies,
infrastructures of solidarity, poetic algorithms,
conflicted data processing practices and principles
for multi- and / or fuzzy authorship.

For us, generating puzzling questions is a strategy
that offers openings for profound, complex and
playful research. These questions are stumbling
blocks that help us realise that the technologies
we are interested in are not about fluency,
smoothness, optimisation and efficiency, but are
instead full of assumptions and problems that
demand our continuous attention.*

In 2013, Constant organised a one-day meeting
called “The Feminist Server Summit” between
various DIY and independent server projects.
Constant was interested in discussing the
potential of a feminist server practice, and curious
about possible approaches to it. We asked four
questions to people and collectives associated
with server-related projects:

® Canyou present a short bio of your server/
service?

® What gender is your server / service?

® How do they deal with the law and how does the
law deal with them?

® How do you take care of your server / service and
how do they take care of you?? The answers and
the discussions that resulted from these
questions have informed Constant self-hosting
practices and focus for a while. So, it only made
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sense for Constant to join the project ATNOFS
to re-activate and re-actualise the questions, the
focus, the network and the practices around
self-hosting.

Program

Saturday, October 1st

10:00 Listening, telling
13:00 Delicious vegetarian and vegan lunch
14:00 Listening, telling (part 2)

Sunday, October 2nd
10:00 Discussion points

-rosa after ATNOFS

- The publication
13:00 Delicious vegetarian and vegan lunch
14:00  Collective work

- Writing the introduction
- Thevisual archive method

1. From Constant: Study, Practice and Proximate Critique. Available at: https://march.international/constant-study-practice-and-

proximate-critique/.

2. Areyou being served? Constant publication, 2013.
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ATNOFS
Constant
Session

Often with international travelling projects, the
meetings are short, the content intense. The
program is site and situation specific. Everybody
does their own thing, the finality is a website or a
publication but it's tricky to bring the whole cyclus
together. ATNOFS involved a travelling server, in
six locations, with six viewpoints. For the sixth
session in Brussels, Constant decided to push on
the brakes and try to bring the eclectic narratives
together, or at least somewhat, in the same space.
Also, to create room around the publication and
bring on the table what has been done.

For this meeting we invited Olivier Heinry, who
was trained in the Flossmanuals France
methodology, which consists of bringing people
together for a whole week to collectively write a
manual, and generally free, libre and open source
software related. Inviting him worked on two
levels, he was not part of any of the ATNOFS
sessions, so he had an external perspective and
could intervene or ask for more information if
something was not clear. Olivier, as part of the
choir, was a beta tester. Azahara Cerezo and
Winnie Soon were also new to ATNOFS and gave
very valuable feedback as to how they understood
the project. They helped structure certain
documentation information and they wanted to
take rosa for a spin in their own time. Olivier
Heinry’s second contribution was introducing and
executing the visual archive method: bringing the
written documentation physically in the room and
making live connections. He initiated this method
on day two, after observing the groups who were
invited and diving into rosa.

On day one, we left the agenda open and decided to
listen to one another converse about the other five
meetings and the two parallel tracks by Marloes
de Valk and ooooo. Throughout the whole project,
Marloes and ooooo conducted conversations with
the participants. Marloes was interested in how
each session thought through the environmental
impact of their infrastructure. ooooo investigated
the organisation of the server related
infrastructures, self-hosting and funding. Before
that moment, their work and conclusions weren't
seen in their entirety by the whole of ATNOFS, it
was only in bits and pieces that their contributions
slipped in.

Each session was so very different, in intention,
public and set-up. We made up a set of questions
as a backbone for the report of each session.

It felt good to listen.

Oral Reports on
the Sessions and
the Inserts

»»The questions for every session:

what happened in this session?

who was the session oriented towards?
what were the urgencies?

roles and perspectives?

the narration could be from different
points of view / voices ( from the point of
view of organisers, router, food,
newcomer...)

it was not about generating more
content but instead recapping.

Some highlights from the oral reports. The tone of
the stories and their register vary widely as they
slide from literal transcripts to keywords
contextualised in edited sentences. Every report
has a highlight made by Constant, an accentuation
in the episode. These were sentences that jumped
out of the narrative, they emphasise an element
that is very specific to the context of the session or
insert. They can also pinpoint an insight into
ATNOFS in general, according to the editors of
this report.

=Varia::

ATNOFS was an important opportunity for Varia
to come up with a common language and common
ground for discussions with other self-organised
initiatives or collectives in Rotterdam. The groups
who were implied were the ones they feel close to,
not only in a digital infrastructural perspective.

There was a particular desire to connect to
Romanian and Greek contexts; but expanding and
strengthening the network was an overall goal for
ATNOFS, not exclusively for Varia.

»»Question: without funding would there
have been a connection?
A: The relations were already there. But it
would not have been possible in this form.
For local groups there are also
considerations about institutional funding,
that they sometimes resist to. The project
started with connections between people
and organisations who already knew each
other, were already connected in some
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way.
BUT: “It’s not always interesting to visit
the same ports.””

From the beginning, it was important to gather a
diverse (on the levels of content, practices,
geographies and capacities), even frictional,
network of partners. This is not always easy in EU
frameworks as most of EU subsidies require
match funding, meaning you have to bring a
certain amount of funding next to the money
you're asking for. As the Culture of Solidarity
(COS) funding does not require this, it allowed
organisations that are not structurally funded to
take part in the consortium. However, the fact that
the full amount is given only at the deposit of the
report makes it hard for more precarious
configurations. Here, the privileges of structurally
funded organisations was made evident. Same
goes for writing the applications, this demands
time that is not subsidised.

hypha::

Unfortunately, no hypha member was able to come
to Brussels but some participants in the session
were present. hypha was busy wondering how to
start structuring the types of work which don't
have much space in Romania, while trying to
connect activism with artistic realms.

~»Privacy online was central in this episode,
and how to communicate safely.
There was a day without computers, there
were discussions around VPNs (Virtual
private networks). They looked at the
zines of Psaroskala*. The nature of work in
the hypha sessions is quite sensitive,
there is a need for privacy which is very
urgent, hence the focus on VPN and Tor.
In the session, they looked into anarchist
resources (whether foreign or Romanian)
and their fragility, emphasising the
necessity for safe communication
channels. There is a history of repression
of anarchist groups during communist
times in Romania which lingers on. Right
now many use Facebook. Mastodon would
be a heavy load for one technical person.
It’s a small activist scene.
ALSO: “Not everywhere is it evident to
work throughout a whole weekend.
How do / can we justify people
travelling through Europe only for two
days?”

Many notions of safety were discussed, but there
is no ultimate (techno)solution.

Getting people to join, making connections is a lot
of work. Communication takes stable resources
and energies.

=LURK::

Unfortunately, no LURK member was able to be
present in Brussels but some participants in the
workshop were in the room. Roel, Lidia and
Aymeric from LURK invited grassroots collectives
to work on Mastodon servers in the context of
their own communities. The focus was on the
already installed hometown fork of Mastodon, a
version that privileges the existence of the local
timeline in this federated social network. What
became clear during the workshop: the weight of
the moderation work, caring for the server and
connecting to the community were the biggest
obstacles to installing your own instance.

»»There was no use of rosa and the subject
of feminist servers was not directly
addressed. This is probably the result of
planning intricacies as the LURK workshop
was fully defined in advance and happened
just a few weeks after the Varia session
where rosa was presented. LURK tried to
use the rosa pads to write documentation,
but the rosa pads were not working so
they switched to Varia pads. The
contingencies of a traversal feminist
server!

ALSO: “You can’t bootstrap a
community from scratch.”

Post workshop, a Korean hometown Fediverse
instance is up and running and a Georgian hub is
ready to go, which is very exciting.

esc mkl::

At esc mKkl, there was a clear alternation between
brainstorming moments and speculative writing
sessions with some precise methodologies.
Ideally local researchers and artists were able to
attend the full two days. But it was also possible to
join for shorter periods, thanks to the carefully
crafted structure. Here are some post session
impressions.

3. The analogy of ports is used as a reference to spaces, projects, people. The sentence is a way of expressing a desire to diverge from the
familiar; the network that is already known to go visit places, people, projects that are not yet part of the network.

4. Psaroskala zines https://psaroskalazines.gr/zines/.
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~?»The visit to mur.at was incredible. mur.at
enables the networking of a wide variety
of art and cultural initiatives in a (shared)
virtual space. Comparable to university
networks, which enable joint work in the
field of science, mur.at builds an
infrastructure for the field of art. They
have a server room in Graz.
To hear how mur.at finds funding and
makes the project relevant for local
politics is compelling. [...]
To see the compilation of pizza boxes all in
one room; touching the internet! It is
strong.
Systerserver got a real life upgrade, so
much more pleasant than doing it
remotely.
[someone says they have high-speed
internet]
They don’t have high-speed internet! The
last one hundred metres is a copper cable.
“There is support from the sysadmins.”
Trying to get access to the server when
you arrive is always a difficult moment,
this led to the audio experiment on rosa.
We were wondering why it is always so
hard to get access to a server? It was only
at the end of the last day that it became
playful. We needed another day..
ALSO: “It feels like rosa always needs a
re-introduction.”

=Feminist Hack
Meetings (FHIMD::

FHM's main focus was to connect to the local
context, in combination with streaming the
content through another feminist server Peertube
instance, the Systerserver. The need to connect to
communities and address precise topics together
was very urgent. There were chunks of the
meetings conducted in Greek and English, to
enable local anchoring to go deeper. The focus on
technology became very specific when the topic of
violence towards women and the notion of
femicide were put on the table by WordMord. Safe
spaces, online communities, encryption and
publishing are important for communities in peril.
The concepts of federated media were explained in
a conceptual way. For example, Peertube was
presented as a non-centralised way of streaming
content and Mastodon was put forward for its
micropublishing aspect. Both Peertube and
Mastodon make it possible to choose the way you
connect or not to other servers and communities.
Connecting, explaining other ways of relating and
creating with technology and communication was
at the heart of the conversations also on day two.
The lack of funding for any kind of activity,
whether artistic, activist or for local
infrastructures is apparent and weighs on local
dynamics.

FHM is a budding network, surfing on the wave
initiated by Eclectic Tech Carnival (/ETC) in 2019
and suffering under the grinding halt of COVID-19
in the years after. ATNOFS in Athens enabled the
conversation threads around feminisms and
technology to be picked up again.

»»Quite some people attended, it was a very
diverse group, often with affiliations to
XPUB, and / or the network around
Calafou, age-diverse, young and old :-)
Academics present in the session
admitted doing feminist work, but they
don’t frame it as such.

“A tutor in Greece mentioned that if
she would frame a course as feminist
software, male students wouldn’t
come, so she preferred to talk about it
as ‘queer’.”

Activist groups tend to refuse funding,
whether public or private, because of their
distrust towards institutional actors.
Groups are supporting themselves with
community work instead of funding
(refusing Onassis, a private fund).

Funding in Greece for arts is only for legal
entities / NGOs, not for individual artists.

-.00000::

00000 was interested in understanding all the in /
visible structures (economic, social, electric and
more) surrounding each of the partners’ servers.
They used a visual way of showing how
organisations / collectives fund their
infrastructure, whether the decision making is
centralised or federated. The question also came
up of how feminist is your server? A complicated
question to answer, as to where is the beginning,
where is the end? In essence there is an
impossibility of being “the ultimate feminist
server”. The money matters combined with a
necessity of server efficiency undermine certain
aspects of the feminist server. Especially the
aspects with regard to hierachy: who runs the
server, is there a sysadmin, does someone get
paid, who will be that person and why.

w»How servers and their infrastructure are
running in general - also the financial part
of having these infrastructures up and
running“a/the” feminist server(s)
umbrella(s)

Are we interested in making a model
around rosa?

How are we going to pay for it?

Do we want a similar model for several
rosas?

Do we want to have the absolute data?
Is it about self definition? -l am a
feminist server

Or is it enough if they support feminist
content?



CONSTANT / WRAPPING UP

It is not only about identifying, but also
whether their ways of doing or practice
are feminist

We ask a lot of questions, questions are
asked questions..

This is the difference between rosa and
other servers: with organisation servers,
there is a lot of stuff running in the server
but we cannot define everything as
feminist; with rosa, we know who is
around.

ALSO: “Not everything can be under
the same umbrella.”

=Marloes de Valk::

Marloes has interviewed the members of the
consortium throughout the year to understand the
ATNOFS network’s approach to the
environmental questions in relation to their
infrastructure, including on a more personal level.
Marloes looked at what stands out and what are
the common points. The answers were different
for everyone but there are similarities. Marloes is
working on a PhD; one of the outcomes is the
Damaged Earth Catalog.

w>“Instead of focusing on tools, it’s the
idea to look at approaches, trying to
see how we’re not repeating history
too much.”

Wrapping up

~»At the end of day one, a system was
proposed to put up content proposals for
the next day:

Learn more about octomode, the
integrated publishing system of Markup
to PDF operational on rosa, which is
used to make the report.

Some people wanted to work on the
introduction to the whole publication of
ATNOFS.

00000 initiated a discussion on
sustainability models for servers.
Marloes de Valk was looking for planned
interview time.

Olivier Heinry proposed to demonstrate
the visual archive methodology.

A discussion on rosa after ATNOFS.

A discussion on the publication: about
content structure: soft structure
scaffolding, adaptability.
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The Future of
rosa after
ATNOFS

A fragmented edited report from the group
discussion.

Where is rosa going after this session?

Do we want to keep rosa active? rosa should be
available for documentation purposes.

Will rosa be unplugged after the deadline? rosa
stays on at least until the end of the project,
January 31st 2023.

The plan for Varia is that they are including a
project of virtual tours of different servers, inviting
others into virtual homes.

During the “Feminist Server Summit” in 2013,
tours along servers were organised.

Would be nice to see rosa in a function outside
of the ATNOFS project.

rosa going on a residency, for example in FHM's
Greece based network, or that of participants from
the different sessions of ATNOFS.

® Toimagine different contexts into which rosa
functions; finding a travel path ‘outside’ of the
network.

® Until now it has been EU focused because of the
nature of the funds but without this constraint
rosa could travel further away.
® What are none EU possibilities?
0 Places such as Vedettas, Marialab..
® Here are some South American labs that
were connected to ‘Labsurlab’ but it is an
old list:
http://hipermedula.org/2011/04/labsurlab/

® (Canrosabe borrowed by other people?

Listy lists on feminist servers:
® Alive projects

© Anarchaserver

© La Bekka

0 C(Cl4ndestina


http://hipermedula.org/2011/04/labsurlab/
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o0 (CédigoSur

O© Fuxico + Feminist Pirate Box
0 MaadiX

© Matriar.cat

© Systerserver

0 Vedetas

© 1984

© Diebin

© rosa

® (Closed projects
o Kefir.red

Could rosa become a pointer to different
practices?

something we should assess?

® Different approaches are present on rosa that
can be passed on in chunks, instead of a whole
(which would be very specific: Debian on that
hardware, running x services).

® The manual should be very clear and visible, so
people can use it without our help, this manual
should be somewhere else, not on rosa.

® Theuseof a VPN for rosa could be super useful
knowledges for activists groups for instance
(something that was highlighted during hypha
session).

® What if we think of this the other way around.
We work with someone on rosa, hosting others
onrosa. This work /labour can be shared.

® This wouldn't work outside the media art
context. In an activist context rosa may not be
super relevant (for security concerns for
instance).

® Thereisthe idea of having multiple machines.

® What about rosa becoming the hub for other
feminist servers —->>>> singu-rosa-ty: rosa as
hub for other rosas that could be hubs for other
rosas?

Where will rosa go-oh-oooh!?

It’s also about responsibility for hard reboots and
energy costs and internet connection etc. All
ATNOFS partners should have a say. Another
possibility: a feral travelling rosa?

Collective Writing
Session

We collectively wrote the introduction to the
ATNOFS publication on an etherpad. A series of
questions was proposed in combination with a

rosa is now only accessible through Varia, is this

playlist to listen to whilst typing the answers. This
edited introduction can be read at the beginning of
this publication.

The playlist:

1|another dyke - gender

2|taiwan - hello
3|/\évc1 NMAatwvog- Eutykpedeg tng Pou
paviag

4|/\éva NMA\datwvog- Epwteg To KaAokaip
L

5|/\évc1 NMAdTwvog - Mdpkog
6| AfroRack - 0SC
7|Ho:|:selords live (long concert, ca

n be shortened with an elegant fa
de out)

8|Y1angY1ang - Uncertain Landscapes
9|jaimie jbanch - theme 001
10|Kate Tempest - Three Sided Coin

The questions to answer:

In what ways did ATNOFS sessions collaborate
between each other?

What can be said about each session'’s
documentation; are there different strategies or
similarities? How are these differences /
similiarities made legible?

Which counter-efforts were centralised, or what
commercial infrastructures became more
present through the project?

What were the implications of the received
funding for the network? Did it get stronger,
larger, more complex ... did it change anything?
The project was a proposal to consolidate /
strengthen existing projects / initiatives. How
did that happen? In what way will this
consolidation continue, if at all?

Did anything unforeseen / surprising appear /
emerge?

How did rosa evolve beyond a computer
connected to the internet, running a website and
file storage?

What did rosa experience while traversing the
ATNOFS activities?

How did the project allow participants to engage
with new tools? What can be said about the
modes, practices, ways that were discovered /
shared / invented to do so?

What changed as a result of connecting local
spaces? What resources could be collectivised?
Which ones stayed local?

Who else joined the network, besides project
partners? How did they engage with ATNOFS?



CONSTANT / THE VISUAL ARCHIVE METHOD

¢ What can be said about current, and future,
shared urgencies for A Traversal Network of
Feminist Servers?

® Have our expectations been met? Would we do it
again? How would we do it differently?

The Visual
Archive Method

The Visual Archive method aims at bringing the
documentation of a project into the room. Olivier
Heinry printed the different documents from each
session on the wall. By making the archive
tangible you can feel the different approaches of
the sessions, you see the elements, topics,
activities that had some traversal quality across
the sessions and in the project at large. This
becomes a metacoding mapping wall; you can
trace topics over different pages / activities, apply
visual pattern recognition, see what emerges from
these prints.

Paper magicwords® were added to the
documentation.

This mapping allowed us to read together, to
perceive and address the links which aren’t so
evident when every pad and document is on its
own spot on rosa. This is a technique inspired by
Open Space to animate groups.

The principle is to make the corpus physically
available, by printing it out, displaying it on the
wall. The information created becomes tangible, it
can be read simultaneously and annotated by
multiple persons.
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5. In this context, a magicword is a word in a (digital) text document with a specific syntax, such as
areferential tag to a type of content. This can be indicating the status of a document (
content tag. The special syntax, two underscores and all caps, can be a string pattern on your server to look for, and highlight the

magicwords. On paper this is done by highlighting the same term, even connecting them with a thread, as seen on one of the pictures.

MAGICWORD__ , which functions as
PUBLISH__ todesignate thata pad is public) ora
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We get the horizontal dimension, a kind of
timeline by making a display on the wall. Each
physical location of the timeline has been tagged,
in this case by green post-its.

We added other colours, each tagging a different
relationship between each item.

The first link was the pink post-it, related to rosa
and the technical aspects such as explanations on
ssh or tutorials on how to generate pdfs in
octomode

Each colour is a different tag:

Green: documentation strategies

Yellow: feminist pedagogy

Blue: communities

Orange: pointers & flu/flux/flow links

Purple dot: speculative aspect

Light blue: items related to language

The visual mapping of the Constant session was
digitally transcribed. This was a way of
hypertextually connecting the myriad of pads and
work documents, onto which you can hop from one
magicword to another.
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Introduction

This is an insert - collecting, describing and relating
words reflecting practices which circulate in the
Traversal Network of Feminist Servers.

rosa’s Ecofeminist Dictionary (RED) is a
network of people, practices and terms, the result
of many conversations I had with those who have
logged in and out of rosa in the past year.

While working on a PhD research project looking
into practices aimed at lowering small-scale
network infrastructures environmental footprints,
I started collecting words; permacomputing,
collapse informatics, salvage computing, convivial
technology, low tech, and more.* What struck me
was that coining terms seemed to be the domain of
arather homogeneous demographic and however
beautiful the wording, the lack of diversity was
painful.

When Wendy Van Wynsberghe tagged me in a
message on Mastodon about a call for proposals, I
decided to join what would become ATNOFS, to
find out what the practices around feminist
servers have to say about a smaller environmental
footprint, to find out if there is such a thing as an
ecofeminist server.

Itraversed the ATNOFS sessions with this focus,
picking up on different threads throughout the
project. Towards the end, I asked each chapter to
suggest a term that could reflect their practice.
Not to coin even more terms but as a method to
deterritorialise the language around
sustainability and ICT. It resonated a lot with the
focus on language during Varia's session; a
(re)claiming of space by (re)wording, speaking in
and on our own terms with one another when
logged onto rosa.

Thank you all who took the time to hang out and
talk. It was so enjoyable <3. While writing, I tried
to find my balance on the thin line between ‘you
had to be there’ and quoting people word for word,
but could not resist this one, from a recorded
conversation between me, Alice Strete and
Cristina Cochior:

"M: Maybe it’s time we return... we've been
away for twenty five minutes. I had lots of stuff
to discuss but we sort of meandered. That'’s
OK, I didn’t want to be very structured with

questions like ‘what is a feminist server?’ and
then note down your answer and copy it into my
thesis.

A: Wealso don't have an answer :)"

Ecofeminist and
Always Unfinished
Space Making

Based on two conversations with Sergiu Nisioi and
Anca Bucur of hypha.

The first thing that surfaced during my
discussions with hypha is a confrontation with the
paradox of sustainable and feminist ICT. hypha
acknowledges that network technologies are
deeply patriarchal and have a patriarchal history,
that continues to spread unequally in the world.
True autonomy and environmental sustainability
are impossible in this context, you are always
enmeshed in patriarchal, capitalist and
unsustainable systems, so the only thing you can
do, is to make do with what you have, with what
is already there. This acknowledgement doesn’t
mean surrendering, but functions as a catalyst for
doing technology otherwise, for Possible
Ongoingness.

For hypha the practices developed around rosa
made it clear that they are a feminist server, not
because of any specific technology or tool, but
because of how we engaged with each other, how it
gave us a common space. This common space was
rooted in feminist ways of thinking and
theoretising about the world. This involves the
idea of care, to have something together that we
can take care of, and by doing this, we have
occasions to reinforce our community, to know
each other better, to know about the space and
how to use it. By paying attention to consent for
instance, to how far you go with what you give and
receive. It’s like a house, and collectively deciding
how we live in it, it's not about the house itself.
Because of this, hypha didn't want to focus on
providing technical knowledges to others to self-
host, but on hanging out together, learning to
share this space, figuring out how we want to use
it. It’s a space to collectively take care of, not
focusing on the tech but on the community it gives
space to.

1. Damaged Earth Catalog. Available at: https://damaged.bleu255.com.
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This space making is always unfinished and
ongoing. In hypha's context there is no funding,
which means that such an endeavour can only be
carried forward by a collective of volunteers with
little time on their hands. It's a financial problem.
Ongoingness relies on a very delicate balance of
giving and taking. The risk of tasks becoming too
heavy a burden is high, and with this the risk of
irritations and conflict. Setting up any kind of
technological infrastructure cannot fall on the
shoulders of one person and requires a gradual
process of consolidation in a heterogeneous group
with different backgrounds and types of
knowledges; an ongoing process of learning from
each other. It can only converge in a local and
specific way. hypha doesn’t intend to copy
practices from elsewhere and cannot afford to
either.

“While urging for depriving the technological
apparatus of its classist and gendered strains
and vocabularies, hypha stands for a
knowledge situated, collective emancipation.
It intends to carry out workshops and lectures,
taking on new-materialist, eco-feminist,
hacktivist possibilities of software
actualisations and embodiments.”?

Which brings me to ecofeminism, that has always
linked feminism with environmentalism and
decoloniality, without prioritising one over the
other, but showing how they are interrelated.
hypha’s space making is informed by ecofeminist
and decolonial thought. That means not copying
technology and practices or borrowing language
from the West, which are meant to scaletoa
global level and are based on digital extractivism.
Instead, they see their practice as a reconfiguring
of scale, thinking through digital spaces in a
situated and local way, important in
disseminating and sharing knowledges. They are
in the process of learning about setting up and
maintaining online shared spaces with queer and
marginalised groups, with a decolonial way of
doing.

Perhaps, hypha mused, the only way to go about
things locally is to stay on a local area network
(LAN) and only much later connect multiple local
networks together, but first just to make a local
server and connect to it.

H Ailokopiotng
(Idiakomistis)

Based on two conversations with Mara Karagianni,
Artemis Gryllaki and Aggeliki Diakrousi of FHM.

When I asked FHM about their infrastructure and
their ways of thinking through its ecological
impact I was confronted with some assumptions I
had to get rid off. FHM doesn’'t have an
infrastructure, and even if it did, it doesn't have a
space to put that infrastructure in. Evenifithad a
space, they haven't had the time to think about the
environmental impact of their work, they have
been struggling to find time to focus on something
that is more urgent in their context: making space
in Athens for feminist ways of understanding tech
literacy. Local feminist groups are mostly focused
on community building in which technology
doesn’t play an important role. Local hackerspaces
haven't been very open to feminist practices. They
received hostile reactions to the language they
used: for instance calling a server feminist, and
their translation of the word ‘server’ into greek, n
diakopntotng, with one part of the word gendered
female and the other male. This is unorthodox but
meaningful to FHM because in Greek the female
version of a word sounds smaller or less
significant than the male, less valued or valuable.
They wanted to challenge the associations of
gendered language and of gender and technology.
Someone from a local hackerspace accused them
of violating the language. There were many more
similar anecdotes. They did not expect such
hostile responses to their work.

FHM puts alot of care into translation. They want
to break the idea that ICT is only for experts, that
itis hard, and for non-native English speakers the
jargon involved in server administration can be an
obstacle to learning new skills. During the FHM
session in Athens all presentations were in Greek,
which were live translated into English. The
workshops were in English but with a live Greek
translation. This greatly improved accessibility
and, because the live translations slowed down
the pace of things with regular pauses, the
audience had more time to process what was being
said. It gave people time to reflect. This was a very
positive experience. There was a lack of
infrastructure though. Because the space didn't
have a proper mixer, the streaming was very
complex, it took a toll on human time and energy.
There was no Wi-Fi either at that moment,
meaning they had to use three phone hotspots for
their network connections. This became such a
complex situation that at one point they

2. Hypha, 2021. Available at: https://hypha.ro/.
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accidentally streamed both languages
simultaneously, but only very briefly. Someone
listening said it was kind of beautiful.

Networks of Care and
Trust

When there is so much work to do, ecological
considerations are not the top priority. How can
you rethink your network infrastructure in
environmental ways if you don't have any
infrastructure to begin with? The work is done
under difficult circumstances and this is a heavy
burden to carry for all those involved. Yet FHM
cultivates a very valuable and inspiring way of
working within these limits. They are a very
lightweight organisation, being nomadic and
sharing resources with other organisations for
lack of own infrastructure. It has resulted in FHM
being embedded in a Network of Care and Trust
with a long history in feminist tech skill sharing.
They are connected to Systerserver®, which “offers
services to its network of feminist, queer and
antipatriarchal folks.” Systerserver was launched
early 2005 by Gender Changers Academy?, a
group of “women and women-identified gender
minorities”®, started at the ASCII hacklab around
1999, who:

"focus on free and open source software as a
political decision.

We share our technical skills in the same spirit.
In this way, DIY expands into DIT: Do It
Together.

Things can break and it’s fun!"€

Genderchangers started the Eclectic Tech
Carnival (/ETC)”in 2002, “a gathering of
feminists who critically explore and develop
everyday skills and information technologies in
the context of free software and open hardware.”
JETC was hosted in Athens in 2019, which is
when the idea for FHM took shape. Through
Systerserver they are connected to mur.at®, a
grassroots ‘art server farm’ in Graz (AT) where we
took server-selfies during the esc mkl session.
Two members of FHM are part of Varia and they

are connected to Constant through, for instance,
the sharing of their Big Blue Button (BBB) video
conferencing platform. This network is thoroughly
connected to many people participating in
ATNOFS and beyond. So FHM asks: why would
we need a server anyway? This Network of Care
and Trust is exactly what they are trying to
continue, feed and expand.

Jenga Computing

Based on two conversations with Roel Roscam Abbing,
Lidia Pereira and Aymeric Mansoux of LURK.

LURK mostly works on their servers and services
with very little time and, up until very recently, no
budget, so “everything is working on scraps, DIY
and tons of tons of gaffer tape.” One of the servers
that was running the mailing list used to be just
hack on top of hack, to keep it running. It only
started to look properly administered quite
recently. I don't think anyone in the LURK
community notices, but from the administrator
point of view, it feels like one of those super fragile
games where it's all in a very fine balance... Touch
one wrong piece and it all collapses: Jenga
Computing. The word jenga is derived from the
Swahili word - kujenga - ‘to build’, but for LURK,
Jenga refers to a fragile balance. It relates to the
diagram they made for their workshop. It was
called precipice workflow. There is a logic behind
what they do, but they are constantly trying to
make room for something that takes time and is
complicated, yet often situations force them to act
quickly.

Building things from scraps and making do with
what they can find made them think of a
Mastodon toot by @garbados@toot.cat about a
future with two major camps of techno-radicals:
librists and junkers. Especially the description of
the junkers resonated with LURK.

"librists — actually, libre-ists — believe in ethical
works from the ground up. they operate far-
flung rare earth repositories and small-scale
manufacturies which produce artisanal

3. Systerserver https://systerserver.net/.

4. Genderchangers https://monoskop.org/Genderchangers.

5. Gender Changers Academy, 2009. The Genderchangers Manifesto. Available at:
http://web.archive.org/web/20090412200211/genderchangers.org/inc/index.php/Manifesto.

6. Gender Changers Academy, 2009. The Genderchangers Manifesto.

7. Eclectic Tech Carnival: https://eclectictechcarnival.org.

8. mur.at: https://mur.at.
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computers. wood finish, decent transistor
count, moddable, open source. In many ways:
the dream of open hardware.

junkers take what exists. the logistics of
producing electronics are slow at best and
critically unreliable the rest of the time, so
junkers repair machines left by the capitalists,
it’s shit tech made shittier by age, but there’s
plenty of it so at least you never run out of
spares.

‘that’s comcast tech,’ a librist says with
disgust.

‘zero net waste op,” the junker replies
dismissively."®

LURK's Mastodon instance requires a more
powerful machine, for which LURK is supported
by Greenhost, but for their back-up server and
Agnes, their server which is running XMPP, the
mailing list and mumble, they reuse old hardware.
Even though this initially wasn't driven by an
ecological motive, it results in a smaller footprint.
The production of hardware is responsible for
most of the resource use and energy consumption
in a devices lifecycle, meaning that most energy is
already consumed before a device is turned on for
the first time.'° Being frugal with energy use is, of
course, a good idea, but it can never compensate
the energy used for its production, and buying a
more efficient machine is not a solution (unless it
concerns a device that uses more energy during its
use-phase than during its production, such as a
kettle). Next to that, working with older hardware
means working With / in Limits. Especially on
Agnes, everything needs to be lean because it
doesn't have a lot of power. They don't use
virtualisation for instance, because it uses too
many resources. Not optimising is not acceptable.
They've always considered that as simple ethics,
not doing it would be wasteful.

LURK traces the ethics of anti-wastefulness back
to practices from twenty five years ago. At that
time, hacker communities repurposed old
machines and discarded hardware, by putting
Linux on it. A lot of places, like Access Space in
Sheffield and Amsterdam Subversive Centre for
Information Interchange (ASCII) were using this
approach. At that time, it was more anti-
consumerist than environmental activism: giving

a second life to these things and giving them to
people who can't afford a new machine. Things
have changed a lot since then though, old
machines are still fine for low level tasks, but
crapware such as bloated websites, video
conferencing tools and office suites ruin this
potential for the average user. For servers it can
still work, depending on what types of services you
are running. Our conversation paused briefly, then
LURK's junker ethos was expressed thus: “We are
not forecasting about collapse, we are not
environmentally friendly by design, we are
mirroring the shit we are in. We're trying to make
do with bits and pieces.”

They don't profile themselves as a feminist server,
but the way they approach the Code of Conduct
(CoC) and Terms of Service (ToS)™ of their
Mastodon instance as living documents that need
to be performed, is clearly rooted in feminist
practice. These texts are constantly updated based
on what the moderators experience. LURK is
attentive to how these documents work in two
directions, relying on users flagging problems to
moderators, as well as relying on the wordings of
their CoC and ToS making users feel either
encouraged or discouraged to report certain things
to the moderators, especially things that are hard
to describe in a set of rules; micro-aggressions
such as being made to feel invisible or regularly
being corrected on details, subtle sub-toots only
recognisable as such by the one targeted. LURK
wants to pay attention to this intangible unease
you can experience in online social spaces, so
people feel more legitimised to mention it to the
moderators.

LURK started experimenting with a model for
financial sustainability of their services through
voluntary donations by users via Open
Collective'?, alegal and financial toolbox for
grassroots groups. They try to test and create a
precedent that can hopefully help normalise
paying for services that commercial actors are able
to offer for free because of their business models
based on user surveillance, targeted
advertisement and data brokering. LURK's funds
support labour instead of hardware and are
making visible normally invisible labour, to help
improve things “one jenga block at a time”. LURK
succeeded in receiving trust from a group of people
who feel at home on their servers. They don't

9. @garbados@toot.cat, 2020. future: junkers and librists. Available at: https://toot.cat/@garbados/104773822292321383.

10. Restart, 2021. The environmental impact of our devices: revealing what many companies hide. Available at:

https://therestartproject.org/consumption/hidden-impact-devices.

11. LURK's Terms of Service: https://LURK.org/TOS.txt.

12. LURK's Open Collective: https://opencollective.com/LURK.
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consider themselves a shelter but do believe there
is something happening, something consistent,
people tend to stick around.

Patchwork
Computing

This description is based on two discussions I had
with Cristina Cochior, Alice Strete, Manetta Berends,
amy pickles and Julia Bande of Varia.

Varia prepared rosa before the start of the project,
during a series of Thursday evening get-togethers.
During these meetings a lot of thought was given
to what functionality would be needed, a careful
selection of tools to accommodate ways of working
together. It was clear that this wouldn't be a
simple install party. rosa would not start from
scratch, nothing ever does (except good curry), but
instead was built using a patchwork of projects,
scripts and tools originating from Varia, XPUB,
Constant and the wider networks they are part of.
This method made a point of showing the seams
by not automating everything. This mattered
because it made everyone more aware of all the
moving parts. This seamful patching together of
small tools, adapting them to a specific context to
allow for meaningful engagement, is Patchwork
Computing.

Varia approached rosa as a tool for documentation
but also as a social space. The role language
played in server interactions was a very concrete
translation of caring for and claiming that space.
Because for some Varia members it was the first
time using a terminal, while others already had
experience, the language was something that they
could all engage with. Varia recalls the language of
the fresh Linux install was determining a certain
hostility in the environment. This started with the
‘lecture file’ that popped up after trying to run the
sudo command. The level of hostility just felt so
out of proportion with what they were doing: they
had just had dinner, they were having a nice chat...
and then, they got lectured. “Suddenly this other
voice comes in that is taking over the space from a
place we didn’t know was even there.” Changing
certain texts, such as the sudo lecture file,
renaming commands and tweaking welcome
messages, was a way of making it more
comfortable to move around through small-scale
interventions. The realisation that you don't have
to take these wordings for granted was very
inspiring and kept playing a role throughout the
project.

This reclaiming of the space by making it speak in
avoice that was ours (all those present during
these sessions) also happened through other
means. One very risky but interesting move was
giving everyone root privileges, erasing the power
differences between users and administrators.
This made room for other ways of doing, for
instance in dealing with errors and error pages.
Normally, when someone tries to load a page
which doesn’t exist or is run by a service that is
currently not running, the server loads an error
page, a dead end for the visitor. Because everyone
had root, these pages could be rewritten to include
instructions on how to fix the problem. There was
a conversation about automating this process,
restarting Etherpad-lite, but it was decided that
this was not a desirable thing to do. Automating it
makes it invisible, you lose a level of
understanding. It's one of the ways the seams of
the patchwork are made visible and it transforms
moving and replugging the server into a type of
ritual: you plug it in, you start it and you manually
start the services: “like you make the coffee, open
the blinds and you welcome everyone inside.”

Even though there wasn’t a specific environmental
focus in how rosa was prepared, the server ended
up quite lean because of its limited computational
capacities. At first they were too limited, which
meant the donated machine had to be replaced by
a second hand one because Etherpad-lite needed a
little bit more power when many people were
working on documents at the same time. Using
second hand hardware was an environmentally
significant choice, making do with what is already
there, and to work With / in the Limits** of the
machine as well. Varia mentions that working
with such a modest device was possible because
rosa is thought of mainly for the role of
documentation, allowing for more flexibility, also
in terms of availability. rosa went offline every
time they travelled. This adapting to the context,
this situated way of serving, challenges certain
paradigms that cause environmental harm, such
as expecting 99.999% uptime and expecting
servers to have the latest GPU and CPU no matter
what the task at hand is. Certain tasks are
essential and require this, but many more services
could be approached in this flexible and situated
way.

Something Varia intended to do, and something
that could help in keeping computationally heavy
processes in check, was to monitor all the
processes on rosa and make them more visible.
They wanted to look at which things take up the
most space, and if that space can be justified, to
make it more equal for all the other processes.
This idea was triggered by a cron job that was
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executed very often and started slowing
everything on rosa down. Although they didn't
have time to work on this visualisation, rosa did
gain a voice, even several voices, in Graz. Listening
to the server made them more present in the

space. Pushing this idea further, the making of
space for other processes (computational or
other), could mean slowing down a cron job to once
ayear. We started thinking about seasonal
computing, something that doesn't need to
happen all year round, but only on one particular
moment in time, on one specific location. Could
computing be less like an always open
supermarket thing and be more seasonal, like you
would go to an orchard to pick fruit once a year, you
could go to this space where one special
computational task is happening which would be
dormant the rest of the time?

Seismography of
Artistic Practices

This description is based on two discussions I had
with Reni Hofmliller and an email exchange with Nina
Botthof of esc medien kunst labor (mkl).

Esc medien kunst labor (esc mKkl) proposed
describing their work as a Seismography of
Artistic Practices; it observes and records artistic
processes, recognises the creative potential of
artists within the current technological and socio-
political developments, promotes this work,
making it visible to a broader audience, and
documents the outcome. In our conversations and
also in past encounters esc mkl has always been
active in bridging different worlds, making
connections between generations, localities and
contexts, bringing a diversity of people together
around shared topics of concern. This
seismography is not one that alerts us to
impending disaster but to a building up and
fostering of momentum within artistic, activist
and feminist practices.

Reni spoke about how she uses resources as an
entry point to discussions about technology, as a
connecting element that ties labour, time, energy,
sustainability, intersectionality, decoloniality,
feminism, embodied and situated knowledges
together. This means that, even in situations
focusing on one specific struggle, we can't forget
the others, these struggles are all linked. Reni

explains how she tries to have a holistic approach
to the things she does, and one way to do that is
connecting it all to resources; resources of her own
time and energy, the energy it takes to bring her
from Graz to Rotterdam, the financial resources
and the responsibility towards others that poured
their time and energy into making this session
happen. It's a way to understand our
surroundings. In each constellation resources are
a big question, infrastructure is a big question.
This is really important in her work —
contextualising what you do and thinking it
through as situated knowledges. I felt this
approach resonated a lot with ecofeminist
thought, with something activist and scholar
Greta Gaard wrote:

“As the slogan goes, ‘I'll be post-feminist in the
post-patriarchy’ — and when sexism,
heterosexism, transphobia, classism, racism,
speciesism, ableism, ageism, and the global
inequalities produced and exacerbated by
industrial capitalism and the legacies of
colonialism cease to be a problem, then
feminism will have accomplished its goals and
outlived its usefulness.”®

Reni has been part of this longer history of
feminist tech events, servers and networks. She
(among many other things) co-founded mur.at in
1998, was part of Gender Changers Academy, and
Eclectic Tech Carnival (/ETC), which was hosted
by esc mklin 2005, After more than two decades
of bringing people together over nice food and
feminist tech, she explains why she has this huge
patience for learning together:

“Because this is what learning is. If we don't
create these spaces where people can express ‘I
have never done this before’, or ‘I don’t
understand how that works’, or ‘it’s not
working on my system’, then we can’t share it. If
we want to share this other way of doing things,
we also have to do it. Always. Networking takes
time. It's not only the machines, it’s also the
people living a good life, and that means time
and energy and everything that entails, with all
our personalities.”

She joined this project with esc mkl because she
felt that this is the next generation of people who
do things. She wanted to bring everything that
people already thought about and tried out and
experimented with, so that there is an access to
lived history, all the contradictions and the doubts,

13. Greta Gaard, 2011. Ecofeminism Revisited: Rejecting Essentialism and Re-Placing Species in a Material Feminist Environmentalism.

Feminist Formations, Vol. 23 No. 2 (Summer) pp.26-53.

14. Eclectic Tech Carnival 2005 invitation: https://lists.debian.org/debian-women/2005/05/msg00145.html.
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the good and the bad things, everything that
already happened, because for the new generation
it’s something that can only be read about. Even
though today things are created in a completely
different setting, the questions remain the same:
what is it that technology does to us and what
could an active role in that look like? What could
an infrastructure be that is reflecting our needs?
She mentions how it is good to bridge this history
while also being sensitive to what has changed.
She sees this change most clearly in this real wish
for collectivity in a way that makes space for
others. It’s not only a wish, it is really a practice.
The Code of Conduct at Varia for example, is really
something that they live, part of how they do
things and they found ways to actually verbalise
that. It's not an abstract verbalisation of
something they aim for, it's really part of how they
do things. This is a huge change over the decades.

With / in Limits

Based on two conversations I had with Wendy Van
Wynsberghe, elodie Mugrefya and Martino Morandi of
Constant.

Constant works with many terms, they have a
habit of collecting words and thinking in
multiplicities. True to this, yet working With / in
Limits, they settled on three words that were part
of their vocabulary already, and revisited them to
see how they relate to environmental concerns.
Environmental and social issues are so
interconnected, and to me it's interesting to see
how taking care of small-scale infrastructure in a
thoughtful way has positive impacts across the
board. Constant is thinking more and more in
terms of these interconnections. When it comes to
online content for instance, they aim to stay within
the limits of the space they have on the server.
They decided not to grow this space but to stick to
what they already have. When they reach the
maximum, they remove or downsize files.
Constant has a long memory, they keep content
from their entire history online and available, but
this long presence is cheap in terms of space,
because the older content is so small in
comparison to content produced today. The more
current practices are the problematic ones. Even
though they max out their disk space occasionally,
their System Administrator will warn them in
advance, giving them time to decide what to do
instead of fixing it in a panic. They want to turn
this into a protocol, into a regular practice.

Linking environmental questions solely to CO2
emissions and electricity use pushes us into a
small corner of metrics and narrow ways of
engaging with alternative practices. Constant
prefers a more holistic approach, because the most
efficient forces are the ones that divert from the
‘cloud paradigm’, which might be super efficient,
but propagates the narrative of unlimited and
eternal use of services and storage. It pushes you
to consume more. Constant is maybe less efficient
but more aware of conditions of use, not pushing
for more but working With /in Limits.

Speculative Libre
Intersectional
Technologies and
Interspecies
Relationships

In the coming years, Constant will focus their
work through this acronym: SPLINT, which
stands for Speculative Libre Intersectional
Technologies.

“Speculative Libre Intersectional Technologies
is a term invented to signal Constant’s
commitment to answer the question: what
could/should free and intersectional
technologies do? More specifically, what kinds
of devices and practices could address and
counteract the systemic discriminations,
oppressions and exclusions at play in today’s
technologies? SPLINT explores the potential
of technology for artistic practice and vice
versa, at the intersection of intersectional
feminism and open source software. SPLINT
investigates the discriminations and
structural problems inherent in technology,
and nurtures the imagination and imaginative
capacity of techno-realities that can contribute
to an open, experimental and equitable digital
art field.”

The overarching aim is paying attention to where
violence and oppression happen in society. They
don't want to define this word too much yet,
because it is a striving, a goal for the coming years,
it has yet to develop. I do love the acronym,
something that allows mending something broken
by temporarily supporting the structures around
it. One clear environmental focus is interspecies
relationships. This theme will be the main focus
during one year but they aim to carry the
sensitivity of this focus throughout the whole five
year period. Another clearly environmental focus
is techno-disobedience, which relates to the
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question of resource use and e-waste. The term
stems from Ernesto Orozo’s research on Cuban
repair culture and the creative repurposing of old
devices out of necessity, and relates to making do
with what is already there.’®

Possible Ongoingness

Possible Ongoingness is the third term Constant
felt resonating with their practice. I traced itto a
conversation between Donna Haraway and Carry
Wolfe, and it seems to capture this striving to
support and nourish practices that involve feeling
responsible towards others and the world, to work
towards something common in the midst of
political polarisation and climate catastrophe. One
way Constant practices this is through the sharing
of their infrastructure with others. Etherpad, for
instance, is shared with many organisations and
people. Sometimes they find out that people
encounter Constant uniquely through their
Etherpad service and only later find out they are
an actual organisation that does other things too.
BBB followed a similar pattern. At first it became
a necessity for Constant itself, because of the first
lockdown. They needed it and had the resources to
set it up. They decided to share it. Everyone who
wanted to use it could book a timeslot in the
agenda. This resulted in a large diversity of groups
and individuals making use of it, from activist
groups to students and more. They have an
archive of the reservations, which has become
potential evidence to show to those who refuse to
consider alternatives to big tech. It demonstrates
that it works and that there is a real need and
interest. Environmentally, it is a great idea to
share resources, not everyone needs to have their
own server with BBB and Etherpad. Besides, this
sharing also strengthens relations between people
and organisations, building Networks of Care
and Trust.

Carry Wolfe: “Let’s start with a problem that
we all agree we share.”

Donna Haraway: “We all share this problem,
and we all have very different ideas about what
todo about it. That'’s already hard enough.
That does not mean the science is not settled
on climate change, or that relativism reigns; it
does mean learning to compose possible
ongoingness inside relentlessly diffracting
worlds. And we need resolutely to keep
cosmopolitical practices going here, focusing

on those practices that can build a common-
enough world."¢

There is an element of care in the way they treat
these shared services. Etherpads that are not used
for ayear are turned static, colours are removed, as
is the history of all edits of the page, which saves a
lot of space. This was a result of the database
growing too much, but it has larger implications,
when you don't grow the size of your storage space
but rather look for solutions to stay With / in
Limits.
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ATNOFS RADIO BROADCAST / A BROADCAST TO SET THE SCENE

A Broadcast
to Set the
Scene

ATNOFS began with a public radio broadcast on
the evening of Wednesday the 23rd of March,
before Varia's weekend session. For this
broadcast, we were joined by two practitioners
who have been working on, and around, feminist
and activist servers: Spideralex and Danae Tapia.

Spideralex shared her personal story / travel / trip
towards feminist infrastructure, how she started
becoming interested in building her own digital
infrastructure, joining lorea/n-1 (federated social
networks) and then Calafou (a material
infrastructure and social lodging cooperative
rehabilitating an old industrial colony), the gaps
and the need to create feminist servers, as well as
the main changes over the last ten years regarding
critical digital feminist infrastructure and
feminist infrastructure in general. Danae
addressed the paradoxical relation of communist
dialectical materialism and mysticism, exploring
their contradictions in how they bring material
benefits from feminist infrastructural
perspectives.

A Trip Towards
Feminist
Infrastructure
by Spideralex

Hola Varia. It's Spideralex here. Thanks for
inviting me to give this little talk. I'm a little bit
shy because it's strange to give a talk and not be
there with you in synchrony, and not being able to
exchange. So I just wanted to say that.

On one hand, I'm honoured that you invited me to
have some reflections on feminist infrastructure.
And, on the other hand, this talk might be a bit
weird, because yeah, it’s difficult to make a talk
and not see you. Not knowing who I'm talking
with, even if T know about the network, and the
feminist server. I hope I will be able, in the next
weeks and months, to listen to the other talks and
collective intelligence that your network is
producing.

Iwas not really sure how to approach the topic. It's
aweird moment in my life, it’s difficult to see
things from a theoretical perspective. So I thought
that I would discuss feminist infrastructure as a
journey or a trip that is based on my real life
experiences. I call it a trip to towards feminist
infrastructure.

I might be able to discuss some steps or things
that have happened in my life that have brought
me to theorise and develop practical things around
feminist infrastructure. Then I will present some
examples of initiatives or projects that I arrange
under this huge parachute concept. And maybe at
the end, I'm gonna end this little talk with some
theoretical perspective, critical points or stress
points that I associate with feminist
infrastructure.

So the first thing I would say in my journey, I think
it happened around when I was lucky enough to
be, at the beginning of 2000, living in Barcelona.
And at that moment, I think Barcelona was a very
interesting place because there were a lot of
squatted social centres. And in those, there were
hack labs. And those hack labs were motivated in
making available and accessible a culture around
free software and, in general, free culture. For me
and many other woman, illegitimate people and
feminists, it's been an informal entrance point in
this kind of culture.

This was the system in which I have developed my
praxis with information communication, relation,
documentation technologies, and what we could
call critical digital infrastructure. It’s been
important because the city was very alive and very
focused on what free culture and free software
could bring to social and political transformation.
All together, those different hack labs and
different little associations, projects and
initiatives built a mesh of human and libertarian
infrastructure that is, of course, also related to the
history of libertarian autonomous infrastructure
that exists in Catalonia.

It means that I was lucky to enter into internet and
the worldwide web through that door, with all the
possibilities that came with the strong feeling that
owning and building your own communication
and information infrastructure was important. It
was also the moment of intermedia, of the counter
globalisation movement. There were a lot of hopes
in what internet and worldwide web could bring to
the convergence of struggles around the world. So
it was a very hopeful moment and yeah, I would
consider that I started my journey towards
feminist infrastructure at that moment, and then I
moved to Andalucia.
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In Spain, like in Italy since the early 2000'’s, there
has been a tradition every year, there’'s been an
autonomous hack meeting. Every year there's a
social squatted centre that is chosen, or offers
itself to host, the two or three day long national
event where hackers related with free software
and political and social transformation can gather.
They can share about things they are developing,
working on, hacking and so on. That's been going
oninItaly and in Spain.

So yeah, I was lucky to be able to attend different
hack meetings in different parts of Spain. And
then, yeah, around 2008, Facebook became a
thing, or in general, social networks on the
internet became a thing. And at that one moment,
Iwas in Andalucia. I was related with different
people from the hack meeting. And we felt that
there was a lot of potential for free social
networks, for activist and social movements, and
so on. And we felt that it was not good to use
Facebook, because it was a company. There were
all these issues around the potential in the social
networks in internet for being able to put people in
touch with resources and other people, moving
along, you know, creating these infrastructures
between digital and real life. So it can propel fights
and struggles, no?

But there was already a strong mistrust towards
any centralised tool that would be offered by a big
company from the United States. So at that
moment, we start to work in a project that was
called lorea/n-1. It was a federated social network.
So for some years, we had this project, yeah, I
think I was spending at least five years in that
project. That was to set up seeds of different social
networks that could be federated, one with each
other. And it was a very interesting school to learn
about maintaining your own critical digital
infrastructure without money, without means.
And this moment, each one of us had different
work, precarious work or not precarious. But all
our work around maintaining this digital
infrastructure was volunteered. It was a lot of
work and, it was interesting. So we learn what it
means, the problems you can have inside the
collective, because of the lack of ... the tyranny of
structurelessness, for instance. The difference
between the people that developed the code, and
the people that created the links and the interface
with the inhabitants, the users of those networks,
we didn't call them users, but inhabitants,
because we wanted them to be involved in the
management of that infrastructure.

All this was about five years of my life, it was very
intense and it didn't end well. Because it was too
much work and there was a lot of toxic masculinity
in the development team. But it was an interesting
schooling in what do you want to achieve? What
are the problems and the trade offs of maintaining
your own digital infrastructure? There were
thousands of inhabitants, there were a lot of users
in N-1, of that federated free social network.

Going a little bit faster, and jumping from those
previous experiences. In one moment in 2012,
came along another kind of infrastructure, a
physical one that is Calafou. Calafou is the
community, which I'm part of since ten years, we
entered then in 2012 or 2011. It’s an old industrial
colony, a textile colony, that had been abandoned
for around forty years when we got there.

And we are trying to buy it, bueno, we are buying it
in a cooperative way. There was the ideato setupa
social lodging cooperative, for our houses, but also
to have other spaces, industrial spaces to set up a
productive project surrounding logical
sovereignty. This is when infrastructure becomes
a community infrastructure, a chosen
infrastructure. What are the level of technologies
we need, and we want to establish? Of course,
there is a layer of infrastructure that is basic
infrastructure, like having our internet and
electricity and water and managing our poo and
piss, and all these kinds of things, because there
was no infrastructure at all.

So that was part of the challenge of Calafou and
it's been very interesting because it made a link
between our work as hackers around critical
digital infrastructure. How to develop appropriate
and low tech technologies to create the
infrastructure we need for our daily lives?

This happened in Calafou and here, we also
focused in having a lot of events that would make
people interested in developing low tech
technologies, appropriated technologies, non-
contaminating technologies and ancestral
technologies. Where people could meet one
another, gathering evidence around different
topics and making the network more visible so
people could feel less alone and be able to identify
other peers. So they could create communities,
because as we know, communities are the core and
centre of the development of any infrastructure
around a free and appropriated technologies, and
they're also feminist infrastructure.

An important project we did in Calafou was two
books on technological sovereignty, where we try
to make a theoretical approach to what we
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understand by technological sovereignty. Making
a parallel with food sovereignties, principles
around ethics and ecology and social justice in
food production, we try to apply those same
approaches and logic with the production and
development and maintenance of technologies. I
would like to read a little bit, one preface, from an
introduction to Technological Sovereignty by
Margarita Padilla:

“So as with all other sovereignty, technological
sovereignty is made in communities.
Communities exist and they are everywhere.
unceasingly creating and recreating
themselves, shared flats, neighborhoods,
friends, workmates, professional networks,
extended families, communities are
everywhere. As with any symbolic construction
communities are not something you can see
with your eyes. They are something you see
with your mind and feel the bonds with your
heart. For those of us fighting for technological
sovereignty, communities are a tangible reality.
They're there. We see them and we feel them
and though technologies theories are, typically
related to consumer, luxury goods and
insulated individualism. This is only the vision
presented by the industry and the market, a
market that seeks to isolate and be consumer,
all technologies developed in community, these
communities can be more or less autonomous
or more or less controlled by cooperation, the
struggle for sovereignty is about these
communities, nobody invents, builds, or codes
alone, quite simply because the task is such
that it would be impossible.”

It’s with this conception of technologies,
technological sovereignty, and this approach to
infrastructure in general, we had a first
TransH@ckFeminist convergence, and that we
organized in 2014 in Calafou, that enabled us to
gather for eight days in summer. Different
feminist interested in hacking cultures, in all the
diversity. Not not only with digital technologies,
but with social technologies or techniques for lives
and so on. It was really interesting, because it
made different kinds of feminists cohabitate
around the idea of how do you develop, you know,
your own infrastructures.

At this moment, we had two different topics that
were inside the call. One was about gynepunk. At
this moment, there was the feminist hacklab that
was in Calafou, and they were working on
developing a self managed and autonomous
process to take care of gynecology and
communitarian health, around sex and health and
reproductive rights. On the other hand, we called

for feminist servers because, at that moment, we
could identify that there were different projects
around feminist internets and feminist
technologies. But we could not really identify the
projects around feminist servers. So at that event,
we had the reboot of Systerserver, that was a
server already existing before that was run by the
network: Gender Changers. That was reloaded at
that moment. And the aim was to host contents.
At the same moment, we decided to create
Anarchaserver, which is a feminist server that
would be more focused in hosting service and
contents also, but on different issues.

Now, I want to say, sorry, that there was another
project of feminist servers that we identify before
the TransH@ckFeminist convergence, that there
was some .... femme .... libre... There was a project
hosted in Brussels with meetings every Saturday
where people related to Constant and other
collectives, would meet to learn about how to
administrate servers. It was very interesting to
start to work on an Anarchaserver, I'm gonna
speak a little bit more about this project because
I'm involved in Anarchaserver since the beginning.
And it’s a very dear project to my heart.

At the start, it was slow. [Laughs]. Like any
project of infrastructure, Calafou was slow also, or
any infrastructure you need to set up from scratch,
it's slow, and then it goes faster, it accelerates at
one stage, I don't know why. I guess that you need
to build the structure, the infrastructure that is
going to be sustaining everything. And when you
are figuring how to build it, or what is the better
way when things are slower. So Anarchaserver
was also maybe slower, because it’s been a project
that is based on an informal collective that is
joined by different Sysadmins, that are living in
different places in the world.

Right now. We are very lucky. We have people from
Greece, Uruguay, Mexico, The Netherlands,
Belgium, France and Spain. Germany also.
There’'s some support from some friends in
Iceland and Sweden. So it has become very
international, it was always very international.
And when you build a project that is based on
informal and volunteer work, to maintain an
infrastructure, things are gonna be slow, because
yeah, we are all feminists. So we are very busy. We
are struggling in different fights that are
sometimes death and life important. And of
course, being able to learn to administrate services
or host contents, maybe is not always the first
thing on our list.
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That would be what I would say with a feminist
server, that it's been, for along time, a space for
learning how to administrate a space of
experimentation that enables different feminists
to learn. What does it means to maintain this
infrastructure? This kind of infrastructure? We
also have parallels, we had a meeting some years
ago, with different autonomous servers around
the world. And that tried to host content for social
movements. Part of this is overlapping with
feminist servers, servers that are administrated by
feminists and try to host content or services for
feminist LGBTQIA+ organisations. And we could
see that the autonomous servers, they are ageing,
and they don't really have a sustainability model.
It’s still basically volunteer work and many people
that are managing those servers, they cannot let it
go. They need to keep it going. Even if they are
tired, or they would like to pass the work over to
other people, but they are not getting this
possibility.

So this is maybe something also that explains why
feminist servers have, I don't know, been delayed.
Besides, of course, all the barriers of entrance and
discrimination that you can have in contributing
and taking part to certain areas of the tech field.
Also free software and free culture tech fields have
alot of entrance filters and points that are difficult
to enter. I cannot enter in detail here. But, for sure
feminist servers, you know, the meeting that we
organised in Valencia, with all the feminist servers
we could identify around the world. Here we could
meet, converge, learn from each other, create trust
among us, understand what were the complexities
and challenges, see that some of those feminist
servers were trying to have a sustainability model,
to have the possibility to earn their life from the
administration of those services. And others were
more about having a space of experimentation, to
see what kind of networks of support and
solidarity we could build among us. So in the case
of an Anarchaserver, we have tried, we spend a lot
of time thinking about what would make sense in
the architecture of these infrastructures.

We went for the division between containers, that
would be hosting living data, data that needs to be
available, like our wiki or WordPress fun. Like data
that should not be down. And then the
transitional, a container that is more for installing
services that enable you to produce data that is
needed for a while and then can go, like framadate,
or sending encrypted files or making surveys. It's
for temporal data. And then finally, we have
another container that we call the feminist
necrocemetery, that is an archive of feminist and
zombie websites. We try to identify interesting

communities, websites that are going to be closing
soon, and try to make a copy of those websites to
have them in the archive in a static form. And we
have also the possibility to have them on a zombie
form, therefore meaning that if people give us the
copy of the database, we can host it for them. If
one day other people want to bring these websites
alive again, we can put them in contact so they can
doit.

So that's yeah, in a really small nutshell, some of
the lines along which Anarchaserver has been
working. And then yeah, we are still there. I really
love this project. I love the people I get to know
through it. It’s interesting also to say that it’s the
only feminist project I'm part of where I'm not
required to produce something on a deadline. I
choose my level of commitment. And now I
contribute to it and I hope it’s the same for the
other team members. That's what we try to do, to
keep it as a project that doesn’t bring us more
stress or more difficulties.

So now for ending on the concept of feminist
infrastructure. I spent some time discussing the
evolution of the feminist server galaxy, now we are
different feminist servers around the world. We
try to keep contact with each other and know what
others are doing and so on. But also at one
moment, feminist infrastructure became
something bigger, something that is not only
about digital feminist infrastructure, but more
about infrastructure that has been set up by
feminists to support and strengthen the
development and the advancement of feminist
and trans-feminist struggles.

When we discuss resources, we mean analogue,
digital and social techniques, technologies and
processes. In our call for the next
TransH@ckFeminist convergence, that will take
place in first week of August 2022 in Calafou, it's
gonna be about feminist infrastructure. We say
that it’s one of the possible outcomes of feminist
activities and interaction and it's as old as
feminist movements and qualities. For us,
feminist infrastructure enables the
systematisation, the maintenance and the
circulation of good ideas, practice and care. For us,
solidarity networks are an example of feminist
infrastructure. And we think it represents one of
our earliest feminist technologies, perhaps the
oldest and the most widespread.

Other examples of feminist infrastructure that we
have in mind, and we call anybody involved in
these kinds of projects to come and apply to the
TransH@ckFeminist convergence, are the
constructions of safe space shelters for women
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survivors, helplines to provide support to people
that are facing challenges or need information
about sexual health and reproductive rights,
support and solidarity networks for migrants and
refugees. And of course, all the feminist hack labs,
fab labs, bio labs, feminist radios, servers, and
artificial intelligence, internet bots and protocols
that are developed from or think with or theorise
from a feminist perspective. All the work around
restorative justice processes, feminist science
fiction and futurotopia’s, building feminist
libraries and fanzines, developing documentation
and memory tools. More, anything contributing to
the herstory, producing and maintaining self
defense resources about digital, connected space
but also physical security. Permacultural gardens.
Other gardens. Lands. Spells. Rituals.

These tools, techniques for lives, land defending,
all these are important and are part of the feminist
infrastructure we are interested in. Soyeah, I
would like to finalise these little tales by saying
that there will be this event in the first week of
August 2022, we are really excited about it. We
have managed also to bring some friends from
Latin America and other places that are
contributing to critical digital infrastructure. And
after those two years of pandemic, we hope that it
will be a good moment to see each other face to
face, body to body, and to know what has been
going on now in our connected rooms in this
creation and development and further
advancement of feminist infrastructure around
the world. Soyeah, that'sit.

I hope that we'll be able to see some of you and
thanks a lot again for this invitation, take a lot of
care.

Communist
Horizon,
Communist
Zodiac

by Danae Tapia

Why do communists only drink
herbal tea?
Because proper tea is theft.

With this incredibly fun joke i want to welcome
you to this intervention in which I will talk about
communism and magic from a perspective of
feminist infrastructures. First, I think it is
important to point out that all these ideas exist in
contradiction, and what I will try to do today is to
address these contradictions in order to advance
with material benefits for the working class. As
Marx writes in his Theses on Feuerbach: “all
social life is essentially practical .

A large group of leftists disagree with the
incorporation of mysticism in communist politics,
initially this makes a lot of sense because
communism is a materialist theory, concerned
with the material conditions of class and their
dialectics. However, it is impossible to not notice
the spiritual nature of communism, I think
everyone who has participated in leftist spaces has
experienced this: through the songs, though the
ritual of protest, by reading communist texts that
literally promise paradise on earth, such as in the
case of the lyrics of L' Internationale. Or the
animistic approach in which we speak about
certain things such as La Revolucién, El Pueblo,
Capital, even Communism: the Spectre that
haunts Europe.

My go to intellectual on the subject of magic is
Silvia Federici, and I would like to borrow from her
scholarship to advance in this relation between
witchcraft and dialectical materialism. In her
crucial work, Caliban and the Witch, she describes
how at a certain moment in history, in pre-
industrial times, magic was present in every
aspect of social life?. Federici claims that it was a
very useful tool to strenghten community
autonomy, I love one example that she gives in
which she explains that it was totally acceptable
not to go to work because a ghost took possession
of your body and no one dared to doubt it, not your
boss, not anyone. In my opinion it is a fantastic
approach, because the mystical gives way to a very
practical benefit. Her research on witches has also
avery solid foundation in materiality, actually she
describes witches as empiricists, who tested with
herbs and several types of treatments, witches
weren't magical special beings with a divine right.

In my opinion, it is Federici who is the one
addressing the best, this paradoxical relation
between communism and the supernatural. In her
latest book Re-enchanting the World, an anti-
capitalist feminist proposal, she affirms that the
political language that Marx has given us is still

1. Theses on Feuerbach, Available at: https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/theses.htm.
2. Federici, Silvia. 2004. “Caliban and the Witch. Women, The Body And Primitive Accumulation”.
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necessary to think of a world beyond this horrible
economic system?.

This is why today we are going to transit the many
avenues of enchantment by assigning communist
patrons for each of the zodiac signs. Use this
horoscope as an invitation to channel your
personal patron and arise from your slumbers!

Aries

Slavoj Zizek

Philosopher and pop celebrity

As arepresentative of the first sign of the zodiac
you love to be the centre of attention, you're an
innovator and your communism is so pervasive
that you're able to apply it on psychoanalysis, art,
money, everywhere.

Taurus

Vladimir Lenin

Revolutionary and crucial political theorist

You have a highly developed sense of home, you
are patria. This is why you have the capacity to
create beneficial and inspiring environments for
the working class. People are so grateful to your
acts that you will probably end up mummified.

Gemini

Ernesto Che Guevara

Revolutionary, medical doctor, military theorist and
sex symbol

You are excellent at communication, the power of
this air sign makes you extremely attractive and
you can convince millions. Use this power for good
and people all over the world will idolise you until
the end of times.

Cancer

Salvador Allende

Socialist politician, CIA’s enemy

You love tragedy but you can use that trait to your

favour by appealing to the emotions of the masses.

Keep in mind that history is made by the people
and individual gestures of bravery have the
potential of immortality.

Leo

Fidel Castro

Revolutionary and military genius

You are brave communist royalty, you are strategic
in your acts and cultivate your intellect as well.
Because of your personality and your anti-
imperialist values you will gain powerful enemies.
But, do whatever you wish because history will
absolve you.

Virgo

Cesare Pavese

Antifascist writer, sensitive soul

Maybe your reached communism by guilt,

however you can use your powers of practicality
and sensibility for the cause. There will be times of
stress motivated by the horrible conditions of this
capitalist system, but your good work will always
be a hopeful place.

Libra

Ernesto Laclau

Post-structuralist philosopher, long-term partner of
Chantal Mouffe

Your desire for harmony and balance led you to
develop a post-marxist charm. You will definitely
find a partner to share your vision with the world
by starting an exciting journey that will always
challenge all types of orthodoxy.

Scorpio

David Harvey

Marxist geographer, key scholar of the 20th century
You want revenge. You want neoliberals to pay for
their crimes so badly that you can happily dedicate
your life to carefully study of the many
manifestations of capital in this planet. The world
will be forever grateful for the things you do.

Sagittarius

Thomas Sankara

Pan-Africanist Marxist revolutionary

You're ridiculously charismatic, which is a major
power as a representative of this idealistic fire
sign. Many times you will get lost in the
labyrinthine spaces of your mind, but in those
moments it will always be useful to know that you
would hardly find someone more talented than
you.

Capricorn

Mao Zedong

Communist revolutionary, founder of the People’s
Republic of China

Discipline is your main asset, this is the
characteristic that will help you build anything you
want, even the most influential communist
planetary project. Of course many critics will
emerge, but mostly from jealous people.

Aquarius

Angela Davis

Communist, Black Panther pioneer

You have clear collective ideals and you embody
the fantastic combination of being an optimist and
being always right. Your sense of style will award

3. Federici, Silvia. 2018. “Re-enchanting the World: Feminism and the Politics of the Commons”.



ATNOFS RADIO BROADCAST / COMMUNIST HORIZON, COMMUNIST ZODIAC

you great publicity and imperialist forces will try
to create a sanitised image of you, ignoring your
deep radicality and your communist affiliation.

Pisces

Rosa Luxemburg

Marxist philosopher

Your communism is full of love and spontaneity,
you're the only one with the clarity to speak about
reform and that is because of the natural
emotional intelligence of this water sign, that
allows you to easily call out coward institutional
policies disguised as socialism.

What did the communist say
when he heard a really funny
joke?

“L-Mao.”

Silvia Federici is inviting us to enchant the world,
this is a proposition I want to adopt and to share,
however this is a task with contradictions in itself:

Enchantment is to fall under a rapturous spell of
magical influences. By 1917, however, the meanings
of the term had changed, losing its connections to
the sublime or the sacred, and, like similar changes
to the meanings of spell, magic, and glamour, its
meaning found a limited discursive home in high
fashion, the decorative arts, and Hollywood. No
longer expressing powers of the cosmos and the body,
these terms became limited to superficialities and
superfluities.

This is a problem I have encountered in my
research and explorations on witchcraft and
seeing how this has become an extremely vulgar
practice, mostly adopted by middle class groups, it
is something that bothers me . Maybe I'm part of
that trend, when I think of the many events I have
been invited to speak at. All that is solid melts into
air and capital has no objection in co-opting the
mystical.

My desire is, of course, to be a witch. But, not
because I want to play a part in the identity games
of today. I am a witch because I'm a communist,
an empiricist who happens to know that sacred
things exist. Marx famously said that
philosophers have hitherto only interpreted the
world in various ways, the point is to change it. To
that inspiring idea I would add that changing our
material conditions will inevitably change our
spiritual conditions.

Your momma is just like
communism, no class at all.

WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE
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